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WILSON’S

OF ENNISKILLEN
THE COMPLETE FAMILY OUTFITTERS

* The Man’s Shop

* The Boys' Centre

* The Fabric Hall

* Ladies’ Outfitting

* The Household Centre
* The Mini Shop

* The Fashion Centre

* Teens 'n Twenties

All at YOUR service

*

G. E. WILSON (E) LTD., ENNISKILLEN

Telephone 22345




W. CHAMBERS & CO.
(E) LTD.

Have the Best Selection of TRUNKS, SUITCASES,
TRAVEL BAGS, DUFFLE BAGS, SCHOOL BAGS,
and STUDENT CASES

We are also HOUSEFURNISHERS, and have a large
Showroom of all ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES

9 Church Street - Enniskillen

Telephone 22567

Armstrong & Kingston

ESTABLISHED 1924

With over 50 years of experience in clothes of quality—offer a
carefully selected collection of men's wear, unequalled in our
long history.

Along with the many brands, exclusive to us, we have added the
world's first name in suits ** Chester-Barrie " also ** Hathaway "
shirts which are internationally famous, in fact, all the fine and
interesting items you expect, and more,

All this, in a new shop, which has been acclaimed by our customers
as the most luxurious in

ENNISKILLEN
Telephone 22113




| Photographlc,Vetermaly & Chemist

LARGE RANGE OF PHOTOGRAPHIC &O00DS IN STOCK
CAMERAS, PROJECTORS, SCREENS, FILMS,
FLASH-BULBS, and other Accessories

LARGE STOCK OF VETERINARY MEDICINE
ALSO A WIDE SELECTION OF

HGUSEHULD REQUISITES
ICE_OUR MOTTO

MAXWELL’S CHEMIST

(Proprietor : H. 0. E. FOLLIS)

28 Belmore Street, Enniskillen
Tel, 22202
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Make Leisure a Piamm
in our Competitively Priced
sQUALITY SPORTS FOOTWEAR _

Adidas, 'Gola and Stylo," Stuburt, Cheetah, Simlam
and other well-known Brands

\ Whatever your Sport — S
Contact us, or call and see
our range of Footwear

» AND JACKSON

16, CHURCH STREET, ENNISKILLEN
Tel. 22163
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{ NEWSAGENTS

ENNISKILLEN
' LADIES' FASHIONS ;
E Telephone 22206 |

| VEITCH'S

BELMORE STREET

i gy s el N g e N iR g

| FOR ALL YOUR TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS

Consult —

CAREFREE TRAVEL
Air, Rail, or Sea Bookings

Agents for Airlines, British Railways, ete,

| Travel Insurance. Travellers” Cheques,

' TOWNHALL STREET, ENNISKILLEN.
l Tel. 22116

THE IMPERIAL SHOPPING ARCADE,




L. HALL

BOOKSELLERS —  STATIONERS —  NEWSAGEWTS f

— *

BOOK TOKENS MAPS STATIONERY

WINSOR & NEWTON, REEVES OILS
and WATERCOLOURS

PARKER FOUNTAIN PENS, BALLPOINTS
and INKS

OLIVETTI TYPEWRITERS
AND ADDING MACHINES

ROTRING AND JAKAR DRAWING
INSTRUMENTS

*

34/36 Darling Street, Enniskillen
Tel. 22275

6 Townhall Street, Enniskillen
Tel. 4341




FLORENCES -Jodybirde@

Ladies” & Children’s (Jutfitters

35-37 EAST BRIDGE STREET, ENNISKILLEN
Phone 22438
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2 Rillphevlin Hotel

Telephone Enniskillen 3481
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EVENING OUT

| UNDER PERSONAL SUPERVISION OF THE WATSON FAMILY '



[ JEWELLERY

FOR THOSE WHOQ APPRECIATE BEAUTIFUL THINGS THAT APPRECIATE.

WATCHES by Longines — Official Olympic Timekeepers, Rotary, Seiko. Ingersoll, Oris, Onosa. ete.,
We are now featuring the newQuantzL.E D, Warch, with accuracies of up 1o 2 seconds per month,

| ]
JEWELLERY — Discover the ultimate in Gold and Silver comprised 10 our latest collections of Rings.

Pendants. Chains. Earrings, Charms, Braclets. Bracelets, etc.. by leading designers.
]
SILVER & PLATE by Parkins. Turton, Pepper & Hope, Bishton, etc. Trophies and Engraving.
1113

Waterford Crystal. Belleek and other fine Porcelains. Gifts and presentations for all occasions. Special
Discount on request to all Portorans at both of our premises,

RICHARDSON, JEWELLER
THE JEWEL CASKET
ENNISKILLEN and OMAGH
Tel. 22608/9 Tel. 44207

BUY THE BEST
SPORTS EQUIPMENT FOR
ALL OCCASIONS

TENNIS, GOLF, CRICKET, TABLE TENNIS, BADMINTON,
RUGBY, SOCCER

FISHING TACKLE BY LEADING MAKERS

SEAGULL AND MERCURY OUTBOARD MOTORS, INFLATABLE
DINGHIES, etc.

J. E. RICHARDSON (E) LTD.
\Estd over 125_yoors ENNISKILLEN  phone 225089 |
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MANOR HOUSE HOTEL

KILLADEAS, ENNISKILLEN, CO. FERMANAGH. Telophone Irvinestown 561.

USDER PERSONAL SUPERVISION OF MR. TREVOR NOBLE
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Accommaodation : There are 24 bedrooms, consisting of twin, double bedded

and single rooms. some with private bathroom. There is a Lounge Bar,

Residents” Lounge. Dining Room, Morning Room, and the Blue Room
for private funclions.

(i ""}~
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in the centre of Ircland’s beautiful luke district

The Manor House was built about 1710 aund rebuilt in 1868, incorporating some of
the finest Italian plasterwork in Ireland

An Anglr's Delight — A Naturalist's Treasure — An Artist's Paradise.

*55 miles of magnificend walorways to cruise and fish, massed with green and wooded

istands, scenic and loughside drives. *12 mibkes from Eire and easy access to Donegal

and Atlantic coast. *Salmon. troul and coarse fshing. *Water ski-ing from Hoiel

Bay. *Caves for speicologists. *National Trust Estate and golf cowrse & miles
*Boats and launches for hire. N.LT.B. — GRADE B*.

The Baliroom and Siable Bar will Banquel 500 — Two lar Parks provide
accommodation for 400 cars.

Sitpated 5§ nules from Enmskillen on the shores of beauwtifuy Lower Lough Erne, E
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Pope John Paul withthe Chairman of the Board of Governors and the Bishop of Cork (an O.P.)



SCHOOL NOTES

Major ). T. Wheeler has officially retired after
many years of valuable service to Portora, but we are
glad to say that he will still be with us in a part-time
capacity to teach Geometrical Drawing.

Paul Maxwell, a member of IVth Form, and son of
an Old Portoran, John Maxwell, tragically lost his life
in the Mountbatten murder in August. A memorial
service was held in the Steele Hall, on 12th Sep-
tember.

The weather was so wet during the summer and the
running track consequently so soft, that it was found
impossible to hold the Sports, the first time that such
a thing has happened in a long number of years.

It was gratifying to have the Irish Schools
Championship Regatta once again allotted to Por-
tora. The course at Killyhevlin is excellent, as was the
organisation of the event, and the regatta was a
notable success.

Our congratulations go to the following members of
staff on the birth of their babies: Mr. and Mrs.
MeCready, Caroline Norah Maude, born 12.4.79: Mr.
and Mrs. Neill, Patrick Brian, born 13.4.79: Mr. and
Mrs, Latimer, Katie Louise, born 7.4.79; Mr. and
Mrs. Noble, Gareth, bom 5.7.79.

Qur congratulations also to Marcus Harvey on
winning both a Rugby cap ior Ulster and the Fer-
managh Superstar competition at the Lakeland
Forum.

Lt. Col. J. T. Sleator, Chairman of the C.B.L. in
N.I., was the guest speaker on Speech day and Mrs.
Sleator gave away the prizes. All the usual exhibitions
were held, together with an **Activities” display. In
the morning there was a swimming display, to take
the place of Athletics, and in the afternoon a most
exciting cricket match against the Leprechauns.

Our congratulations to two members of staff, R. G.
McNeill and Miss E. B, Brady, upon their marriage in
July.

We would like to welcome to the staff. Mr. M. T.
Hulme, in charge of Activities; Mr. M. A, Todd, whe
teaches Biology. and Mr. W. J. Phenix {0.P.) to take
Major Wheeler's place. A welcome also goes to our
new “Assistantes.” Mlle Aussedat and Fraulein
Zimmel,

We bid farewell to our Domestic Bursar, Miss Mary
Gillen, who has taken up a lecturing post in
Killybegs. a

Peter Reilly and Trevor Stirling were awarded
bursaries of £190 each by the N.l. Outward Bound
Trust to help towards the cost of an Qutward Bound
Course in Germany in the summer holidays.

We were very glad to have a visit from a former
headmaster, The Rev. D. L. Graham and Mrs.
Graham, during the vear.

9 girls are now comfortably settled in the Old
Sanatorium under the care of Mrs. Acheson
{Housemistress) and Mrs. McCready (Tutor). It is now
known as The Head's House.

The Scheol Dance was successfully revived at
Christmas and another one is planned for this year.

The Department of Education have now agreed in
principle to the making of a new AV, centre and to
the restoration of the gymnasium floor.

The Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme is now
firmly re-established and as part of his gold award
Trevor Stirling was awarded the Teacher's Certificate
of the Royal Life-Saving Society. Other life-saving
awards included Vaughan Parker and Paul
MeAlpin, who gained Distinctions.

Following on excellent ‘A’ level successes, 3 places
at Cambridge were awarded: Trevor Stirling at
Sidney Sussex to read Engineering, James West at
Christ’s to read Medical Seience, and Peter Reilly at
Christ’s to read Engineering.

The Debating Society at school was revived through
the enthusiasm of Michael Love and the guidance of
Mr. Robertson. Neville Armstrong provided the high
spot of the year by winning through to the final of the
Queen’s University Individual Debating Contest.

Charles Altekruse, who started his rowing at
Portora, rowed tor the United States of America in
the World Cup at Bled, Yugoslavia in September. He
is captain of the Harvard crew, and is now in training

for the Olympics.

Rock-climbing once more features on the list of
activities at P.R.5. and a small group of enthusiasts is
making good progress.

Our congratulations go to the Rev. D. L. Graham
on his 70th birthday on 4/10/'79, The following
telegram was sent to him: “On the occasion of his
70th birthday, Portora salutes one of its greatest sons,
and one of its great Headmasters,”



& \
From left:- the Headmaster; Mrs. Acheson; Lt.-Col. I. T. Sleator, the guest speaker; Mrs.
Sleator; the Chairman of the Board of Governors and Michael Pierce, head bay.



SPEECH DAY 1979

“From “Impartial Reporter,” 31-5"79.

It is of vital importance that the next five years are
used wisely in education, says the Headmaster of
Portora Royal School in Enniskillen.

Describing the recent change of Government as a
*glad. confident moming again.” Dr. Alan Acheson
said that these years must mean cvolution.

In the Headmaster's report to his first speech day,
Dr. Acheson said:

“There is the danger that our understandable
euphoria should become a delusion and a snare. This
must not happen: 1984 will be upon us too soon. It is
of vital importance that the next five years are used
wisely! They must be years of evolution.

They give the province an opportunity to evolve,
on sound educational grounds and by proper
democratic process, a reorganised  system of
secondary education which even doctrinaire socialism
will not dare to destroy.

in such an evolved system the voluntary schools.
with their record of academic excellence. will have an
assured future,” he said.

FIRST PRIORITY

Dr. Acheson told the audience of pupils and
parents that although this was the first priority in
education for Mrs. Thatcher's Government, he was
looking at two other important needs.

He went on, ""One is the need to resume the flow
into the grammar schools of highly qualified
specialists; especially in the disciplines of
mathematics and the natural sciences. The shortage
of able replacements for excellent teachers now
retiring, or soon to retire, is becoming eritical for many
schools. Early attention to this need is an imperative
for the new government.”

He said the other priority was for the policy-makers
to take a firm grip on the administrators.

“The Government is now freczing recruitment to
the Civil Service,” said Dr. Acheson, "But, a new
Headmaster may perhaps be forgiven for thinking
that the existing Civil Service is frozen!”

“That is the evidence of our experience with the
Department of Education for Northern Ireland. No
application submitted thereto — and there have been
several, on essential matters — has yet received a
reply from the Department. The most im portant of all
did not even receive acknowledgment — until, after a
month. we rang and asked for it. This apparent
discrimination against the interests of the voluntary

political motive. Here again it is imperative that the
government takes serfous action.”” he said.

PORTORA'S FUTURE

“"But what of Portora's future?” asked Dr.
Acheson. “We shall, in the first place, guard jealously
our record of academic excellence. We have three
boys in Upper Sixth with conditional offers of places
at Cambridge. They are, all three, potential award
winners. and | urge them to return to Portora to sit
for the open scholarship.

These apart, we shall again this year see the
majority of our leavers go on (o university, or into the
services and the professions.

Our supply of young men to all three armed
services, and to the RUC, is second to none. “Thank
vou for sending us such an excellent young man,’
reads the recent letter of the vice-President of the
R.C.B about one of last year's leavers,” he continued.

Dr. Acheson promised to continue “‘this great
tradition of Portora.”

He went on, “To this end we aim to develop the
entire personality of our boys, and to educate the
whole man.

AVOWED POLICY

“1n pursuit of that aim, it is my avowed policy not
anly to revive general studies in the sixth, but also to
have every boy in school, dayboy and boarder, fully
involved in its life — whether in team games, or
outdoor pursuits, or the societies, or in the widening
range of individual and group activities.

“We shall also continue to improve the face of
Partara; the gym passage. the Steele Hall classrooms,
the changing rooms, the estate, are &ll high on the
priority list.” he added. **We need, not least. to start
planting new trees on this magnificent property. And,
with the day of the public school bachelor now past.
we need urgently to provide accommodation for
resident married staff.

CO-EDUCATION

Dr. Acheson went on to talk about the recemt
change at Portora to co-education.

“There are a few parents in the audience who will
have been irritated by my constant reference to
“boys,”” he said. “5o, although 1 have generic
justification, | shall now make amends. 1 pay tribute

grammar schools has, one suspects, had of late a to the parents of our three girls: they have shown

5



great faith and courage. | am happy to tell them that
the tkree will be nine in September; and that this
percentage rate of expansion will continue,”

“By September 1981 I intend to have 30 girl
boarders. and by 1983, 45. From September the girls
will live in the old sanatorium (which we shall rename
maore appropriatelyl. But it will suffice for only two
vears. and the building of a new boarding block for
girls is a matter of great urgencey for us.

This development will allow us to make a fuller
contribution to the need for more tourist ae-
commodation in Fermanagh,'' said Dr. Acheson.

TRIBUTE

*Boarding in the 1980's is very different from what
it was in the 1930's or even the 1960s. Our thinking.
budgeting and planning must be up-to-date.” he
added.

During his report, the new headmaster paid tribute
to his predecessor, Mr. Tom Garrett.

“1 will say first that he did all in his power to
smooth the way for my succession to his office. His

meticulous administration, and his ordered control of
all school affairs were of enormous advantage to me in
taking over from him.

“Mr. Garreft lefi Portora after five years as
headmaster — the typical length now of a first
headship in Headmasters' Conference Schools. In the
perspective of time his achicvement here will be
appreciated fully, | believe it was very great.

His brief was neither an easy nor an enviable one.
His faithlulness to it was never likely 1o make him
popular. But popularity is a luxury.

ADVANCE

Mr. Garrett served Portora well: he secured the
base, and left the school poised for advance. His role
was a necessary one. Anything which I might be able
to build in vears to come. will be casier of
achigvement because the foundation was soundly laid
by Tom Garrett,” said Dr. Acheson.

For the first-time at Speech Day, The Head Boy,
Michael Pierce gave a report of the school year. The
chairman of the Board of Governors, Ri. Rev. R. W.
Heavener, Bishop of Clogher, presided.

MAJOR J. T. WHEELER

L. T. W, is retiring this year — a paradox, of course,
because ‘retiving” for Jack is an impossibility. For-
tunately, then, such platitudes as “*We wish him many

long years to enjoy his leisure.” or “The place will
never be the same without him,” are in his case
irrelevant, for we are happy to say that Jack is going

L

to live nearby and {o continue his valuable services o
Portora in a part-time capacity. And if "part-time’ is
not also paradoxical in the context of Jack's services
to Portora, then there is no truth. For if ever there was
anyone who. for a long number of years, worked full-
time for the school and its inhabitants, that man is
Jack.

A man of infinite generosity and gentleness, of
uncnding desire to help in a great variety of ways,
Jack has been fixing it" for Portora and Portorans for
many vears:the ability to refuse any request made to
him was not in him: “just leave it 1o me. Ul fix i’ is a
favourite phrase of Jack’s, familiar to all of us.

Major Wheeler has been responsible for both the
P.E. and the Geometrical and Engineering Drawing
departments of Portora since he joined the stafl in
1948. But undoubtedly his chef d'ocuvre has been the
swimming-pool, built in 1956, largely through his
nitiative — and the changing-rooms constructed and
heating system installed actually with his own hands.
Since then both he and his wife have given a large
part of their lives o the pool and to teaching hun-
dreds to swim: the whole community owes them an
immense debt.

The variety of Jack’s services to the school is great;
he commanded the Corps for about 15 years, during
which time he took shooting teams to Bisley, helped
to direet Ouiward Bound camps, and instructed
cadets in the winning of 16 Gold Awards in the Duke
of Edinburgh Scheme. He made and installed the
furniture and fittings in the chapel, made and



presented the lectern in the Steele Hall, has been for
years the launching steward at the Head of the River,
and was involved in countless other tasks and ac-
tivities, for all of which he will be remembered with
gratitude and affection by many generations of
Portorans. Nor should we or the public forget the
excellent work he has done as Warden of the first
[rish Cave Rescue team, and as area organiser of the

Royal Life-Saving Society.

A Jack of all trades and a master of many, LT.W,
deserves our gratitude in multitudinous ways, and he
certainly has our affection. He and his wife have
served us well for a long number of years and we hope
that they will continue to do so for many more; to look
at both of them. one could almost hope with con-
fidence that it will be for ever!

OBITUARY — PAUL MAXWELL

On Bank Holiday Monday we were stunned and
shattered by the tragic news of Paul Maxwell's violent
death. Paul was killed by a terrorist bomb as he stood
at the helm of Lord Mountbatten's yacht. Lord Louis,
who was also killed, was at Paul's side. We do not
need to remind you of the exploits of Lord Mount-
batten, Admiral of the Fleet. and of his experiences
on the oceans of the World. Many great men stood by
his side in the dark days of war and afterwards, but
no name will be more linked to his when history is
written than that of Paul Maxwell — Lord Mount-
batten’s last crew man.

Paul came to Gloucester House in September
1975 from Enniskillen Model School. He quickly
settled into schoal life and was popular with both staff
and boys. In September 1977 he moved up to
Portora and immediately settled into the routine of
the school.

Paul was a very pleasant character, a real happy-
go-lucky school boy who had many friends. He mixed
easily and had a word for all. He was full of innocence
and had a very mischievous look but there was no bad
or evil intent in him. He had many interests in life,
especially boating, and [ understand his handling of
Lord Mountbatten's yacht was masterly. In recent
times he had expressed great interest in a sea-going
career.

Another great love of his was *Darts.’ Towards the
end of last school year, along with some other Fourth

Formers he had gained permission from the Head-
master to form a *Darts Club® in school.

Over the past two  years, both  as his
Housemaster and as Chaplain, | had come to know
Paul very well. On 29th April | had presented him to
the Bishop of Clogher for Confirmation. During the
course of the previous two terms he had attended
Confirmation Class and had proved to be a very
conscientious and interested candidate.

It is hard to believe that Paul is no longer with us,
and it is hard to believe that anything can be achieved
by the callous murder of a young bay and a retired old
gentleman who were innocently enjoying a day's
fishing. Unfortunately, I fear our country will have to
face further tragedies. One can understand that it is
not hard to have a feeling of anger or hate, and 1o lay
the blame on the ‘other side.' But let us not be
tempted to point the accusing finger of recrimination
at those who differ religiously and politically from us.
Let us not taint the memory of Paul's life by har-
bouring thoughts of blame and hate against our
neighbours. Rather let us determine to honour Paul’s
memory by our attempts to foster a spirit of recon-
ciliation and love in our community. That I believe is
the way that Paul would have had it be.

We extend our deepest and most heartfelt sym-
pathy to his parents, his two sisters and all the family
circle.

1.D.G.K.

JONATHAN LEACH

Jonathan Leach and his sister Elizabeth were killed
in a tragic accident near their home in Helen's Bay
during July. It is with real sadness that we record this
fact. as we all remember Jonathan with affection;
indeed, some of us had the pleasure of seeing him
down here only shortly before his death. He was
attached to the School and to the area, and on his
leave from the Merchant Navy was often to be seen
fishing the Fermanagh lakes and rivers, usually with
some of the friends from his school days. Indeed, it
was a true reflection of Jonathan's character and

popularity, that the pall-bearers at his funeral in-
cluded a number of his friends from Portora.

The loss of these two fine young people is hard to
bear, and we offer our very genuine and respectful
sympathy to their parents and their young sister, and
we share their grief. The world is much the poorer for
their loss. As  Rev. Dr. Dewar, father of two Old
Portorans, quoted from the 2nd Book of
Samuel, when giving the address at their funeral
“they were lovely and pleasant in their lives, and in
their death they were not divided.”



CHAPEL

During the last school year we had 3 number of interesting
and distinguished preachers at the services held in Chapel.
The list of preachers incloded Miss Elizabeth Johnston,
B.C.M.S.; Revd. N. White, C.M.5.; Revd. M. G. Mayes,
U.5.P.C.; Revd. J. Dinnen, Chaplain at Q.U.B.; Capt. W, C.
D. Stewart of the Church Army; Revd. 1. Hall; The Very
Revd. H. A, Lillie, Dean of Armagh; The Ven. F. I. L Skuce,
Archdeacon of Clogher; J. A. Pratt; G. C. Andrews, the
Hesdmaster and the School chaplain. Our  most
distingulshed visitor was the Rt. Revd. Jehn Conlin, Bishop
of Brandon, Canada. Bishop Conlin, an Old Portoran, gave
the opening address at the School Mission, held during the
Easter Term.

Once again, thanks to the enthusiasm of Mr. W. L
MeBride, the Carol Service was a resounding success, The
offering at the services raised £151.50 for the Save the
Children Fund.

The School Mission this year was conducted by an Old
Portoran, the Revd. Cecil Kerr. The Revd. Kerr, for a
number of years was Chaplain at Q.LU.B., before he left 1o set
up The Christian Hencwal Centre at Rostrevor. He was
asisted in the running of the Mission by Dr. John Kelly,
Stephen Camming and Gerry Fitzgerald. We also had 3
surprise visit on one of the days from ancther Old Portoran
— Evan Bel.

We are very grateful to Mr. A, J, Beattie who conducted

NOTES

the Mid-Week Lenten Services. and we thank him for the
time and effort he put into preparing an interesting series of
talks.

On Sonday, 2%th April, the Bishop of Clogher confirmed
10 boys and | girl in the School Chapel.

On a number of occasions during the course of the year we
atiended the Cathedral Service and this appears to have
been enjoyed and apprecisted by all. The thanksgiving
theme of the Harvest Festival and the very appropriate
address given by the Revd. B. D. A, Hanpon was greatly
appreciated. The Remembrance Day Service was very im.
pressive, the preacher on that occasion being the Head-
master. We hope again to nttend the Cathedral for both
occasions this year,

The Chapel. however. remalns the focal point for school
worship, but we would like to see more students and staff
make use of it for private prayer and devotion. It is good to
come apart from the busy world for a few minutes and kneel
at the altar of the Lord.

While the Chapel is well equipped we would welcome very
much the gift of an organ. Perhaps some Old Portoran will
come (0 our rescue some day!

LD.G.K.

BISHOP JOHN VISITS PORTORA

Many Ulstermen have gone forth to serve Church
and State in far-off lands; recently the Province has
had a visit from one of its mosi distinguished sons in
this generation, the Right Reverend John Conlin,
Bishop of Brandon in Canada. Bishop John, as he is
affectionately known in his own Diocese, was here last
June on his way to Lambeth, and this month was
invited by the Primate to take part in the St. Patrick’s
Day celebrations, preaching at Armagh, Downpatrick
and Saul. On both visits, he took advantage of the
opponunity to visit his old School, Portora. When at
school he had played Rugby in the First XV and
rowed inthe First VIII — he was in the first Irish
Schoolboy crew ever to compete at Henley Royal
Regatta. 5o in June he was naturally very interested to
visit Portora Regatta, an event that did not exist in his
schooldays. On March 11, he gave a most
inspiring address in the School Chapel, at the opening
Service of a School Mission which was directed by the
Reverend  Cecil Kerr — incidentally another Old
Portoran. After referring te his own schooldays,
Bishop John gave some details of his work in Canada
— focts that made some of his hearers gaspl His
Diocese, extending from the Arciic Circle to the
American frontier, is about three times the area of
Ireland! The problems of distance and travelling,
sparse populations in the north with consequent
financial difficulties, Indian tribes and language

problems the himself speaks fluent Cree), obviously
mean that to run such a Diocese so successfully
demands a2 man of more than common gifts; which
perhaps makes it ironic that a Headmaster once
warned him that examination problems might prove a
bar to Ordination! One who taught him, coached him
and knew him well at Portora writes: “John Conlin
wits in many ways the best kind of schoolboy: if not
academically outstanding he was as hardworking in
class as he was on the Rugby field and in the Eight, |
think 1 remember him best for his unfailing good
humour and cheerfulness; if things went badly he
could always be relied on for a grin and a contribution
of good homely Fermanagh wit. In the strains and
stresses of our first visit to Henley, a daunting ex-
perience for all of us, he was magnificent. 1 well recall
a comment from “Minor" Freebairn, who trained the
Eight at Henley, that a crew of John Conlins would be
a rare delight to coach. His nickname of “Uncle
Jn]m':l gives a good idea of his popularity among the
crew,

Now that he has found his way back to Portora we
all hope that future visits will be more frequent than
has been possible in the last 25 years, and with a little
more leisure time than on these two recent visits, so
that we may hear more of his work and experiences.

G.CA



CONFIRMATION

[
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On Sunday, 29th April, 1979, the Lord Bishop of Clogher visited the school chapel for the Rite
of Confirmation and to celebrate the Holy Communion.

Front row (left to right), the School Chaplain, Amanda Maguire, The Lord Bishop of Clogher,

Graham Pierce, Rev. Canon R. S. Jackson (Bishop's Chaplain); Back row (left to right), David

Mahony, Paul Maxwell, Jonathan Gibson, Peter Clarke, Dr. A. R. Acheson (Headmaster),

Olumide Soile, Christopher McAuley, Patrick Logan, Simon Fawcett, David Wardell.



HOUSE PLAYS

ADJUDICATOR'S NOTES

The House plays provided a large and enthusiastic
audience with a thoroughly entertaining evening.
There were rough edpges here and there in the acting,
dlso some evidence of under-preparation in each
production, which may be explained by a lack of
rehearsal time. It is possible to put on a onc-act play
successfully with only three to four weeks rehearsal,
but this requires skill and pre-rchearsal preparation
on the part of the producer. dedication from the cast.

The play which won the E.A.D.S. cup for the best
production did so because the producer seemed to
have applied the most thought and imagination to the
problems posed in staging his play without any
assistance from stage directions in the script.

Staging, lighting, make-up and costume were for
the most part of a high standard. as one has come to
expect in the Steele Hall.

Marking was on the following basis: setting, make-
up and costume. out of 20; production. 40; acting and
dramatic success, 40.

ULSTER — "Michael O'Ryan gets the pension™ by
Percy French,

Percy French, well-known to all as the suthor of
“The Mountains of Mourne" and “'Phil the Fluther's
Ball.” is to-day regarded as a minor figure of the
great Anglo-Irish literary tradition, his blend of
humour and sentimentality being totally out of
fashion in the 1970s. This was a rare opportunity to
see one of his dramatic sketches, which [ suspect may
have been written as a vehicle for himsell in the title
role. French was one of the most popular entertainers
of his era, and a sketch of this sort would have
completed an evening's entertainment otherwise
composed of songs, anecdotes and rapidly-painted
pictures (not unlike the variety of talent displayed to-
day by Mr. Rolf Harris).

The cast had a good setting in which to perform,
there were some excellent props such as the brass
weighing scales and a cash drawer that actually
pinged.

Make-up was realistic. with Michael O'Ryan’s
being particularly good, except that he had a pair of
boots apparently new and lovingly polished. It seemed
te me the essence of the play that he should be,
literally, down at heel.

Both O°Ryan and Mrs. Mulhoran strove hard with
the Southern accent, too hard perhaps for full
audibility. Julia, on the other hand, sensibly did not
attempt it and was fully audible at all times. An
actor’s first duty is to be heard.

Movement on stage seemed meaningful so far as
Julia and Mrs. M. were concerned. O'Ryan must
learn that movement without motive looks stagey and
should be avoided.

i0

Ulster were perhaps unlucky to draw first in the
order of play as the audience had not thoroughly
setiled in and the cast lacked experience in “playing
over” laughs.

MUNSTER — “'Husbands Supplied™ by Falkland
L. Carey.

Be warned, farce is an art requiring a high level of
skill and experience. Munster had a talented cast of
players. but the producer did not exert sufficient
influence to make a total success of this production.
The siting of Miss Jones's desk led to masking of the
entrance, for instance, and so created difficulties for
all entrances and exits.

Mrs. May was played by an actor of obvioustalent
with a gift for timing and good use of his hands. His
energy and drive kept the production moving all the
time and the audience hugely enjoyed the per-
formance.

Miss Crunch also delivered her lines with punch
and has a gift for throw-away which was used to good
effect. Her feminine walk deserves special mention. A
close runner-up for “best supporting actor.” but
tended to switch off facial expression when other
actors were speaking.

The Man underprojected at first, but, as he
warmed up, his audibility improved. Tends to wave
his hands about too much when speaking. He made
good use of the downstage area but the producer gave
him and Mrs. Bee an atrocious position down-stage
left, &t an imporiant moment in the play.

{Note, in passing, one fact of theatrical life: when
an actor does well he is praised: when he does less
well. the producer s blamed).

The Oid Lady, Miss Jones and Mrs. Bee lent good
support in small parts which did not provide much
opportunity to shine.

The superb costumes, incongruously decorating
thoroughly manly figures, were a source of delight to
the audience. The set was pood., though not as
imaginative as Ulster's.

CONNACHT — “'Burglars'” by David Rudkin.

This play, with parts given numbers instead of
names, reads like a monologue, possibly even a poem.
The lack of any characterisation, plot, or stage
direction and the playing on words in the script led
me to suppose (incorrectly) that it was written for
radio. This total lack of form and structure provided
an opportunity for the producer to stamp his own
individuality on the production.

He took the imaginative decision to play the scene
in almost total darkness, two of the characters being
lit by spots, the remainder illuminating their own
faces with hand-held torches as they spoke. In the last
few minutes, the actors moved into a cirele on stage
right and were lit by a green light from a central point
on the foor.



Thus, as there was no movement and only glimpses
were caught of the actors” faces, much emphasis had
to be placed on pace and variety in speech. A measure
of the success achieved was that the audience. afier a
degree of noise and hilarity at the stant of the play,
ended up by listening carefully. Possibly they were
trying to make sense of il

My feeling is that the use of torches was not wholly
successful, though no doubt there werc practical
difficultics in the way of having sufficient spots
available as an altermative. The grouping round the
green light was effective, and I think the original
grouping should have dispersed earlier. The Song
simply did not work, whether or not owing to the
difficulty of pitching a note at the start of each verse.

The producer, R. J. Sternberg, showed courage and
initiative in tackling this “experimental” play, and |
hope that his success will spur him to tackle
something more conventional in future, using the
same imaginative approach.

LEINSTER — “The Avenging Phoenix” by Kenneth
Billington.

This play pokes gentle fun at the jargon and ex-
traordinary names used by authors of Science Fiction,
There seems little point to it beyond that. though the
playing with words and the device of confronting the
author with his unruly characters kept the audience

laughing. | think they would perhaps have laughed
louder if the actors had relished the dialogue more
and had worked harder at their delivery of the lines.

Setting was straightforward. there should have
been more light on the characters seated upstage,
whose faces and make-up were worth secing more
clearly. Much of the play is carried by the Author and
the Narrator. The Author had a clear, strong voice
and a good sense of timing. The Narrator, perhaps
under instruction 1o keep the pace moving, appeared
to be hurrying his lines unduly. Pace is always best
achieved by picking up cues quickly, not by rapid
specch which can so easily become inaudible,

The First Actress, in a small part, played very well
at a time when many actors think they can relax
unobserved, that is when they are not speaking, How
wrong they are! Withoul being obtrusive or obvious,
he was always lending support and point to the
dialogue by keeping his face and body alert and
interested,

AWARDS

Best Sel Uister

Best Supporting Actor David Kinley (First Actress)

Best Actor (Lowe Cup) Phil Sheridan (Mrs. May)

Best Production R. J. Sternberg (Burglars)
(E.A.D.S. Cup) R. T. M. Scott

ACTIVITIES

The main idea behind the development of “Ac-
tivities” within the school was to produce a co-
ordinated plan of things going on in Portora besides
the two largest participant sports of Rugby in the first
Term and a half, and rowing in the last Term and &
half of the academic year.

Many of these activities. such as sailing. chess,
social services, carpentry and others were already in
existence. and to these have been added orienteering,
rock climbing, Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme
and canoeing. The Qutdoor Pursuits type of activities
has been limited to weekend activities, mainly for the
Boarding community, and the “‘School out of
Bounds™ Days which have been re-instituted on one
or two Sundays per term. but this year canoeing,
camperafi and the basics of climbing technigues have
been introduced into the games timetable for the
Third and Fourth Forms.

Last academic year the after-school activities were
compulsory only for the Boarding community, but
this year the Day students are being asked to stay at
school for one afternoon session (4.00 to 5.00 p.m.)
per week also, in order to build up a strong body of
participants in the activities and also to foster a
tradition  of participation in school events beyond
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the normal run of classroom teaching. which is only
one facet of a student’s education.

Probably the three most ambitious Outdoor
Pursuits undertakings last year were the week's
Youth Hestelling Trip to the English Lake District at
Easter, the weekend walking camping expedition in
the Blue Stacks Mt. area of Donegal, and the Duke of
Edinburgh Bronze Training Expedition nearer to
school in the Bronagh Mi. area of Fermanagh.
However. the prize for grim determination must go to
the small group of canoeists who braved the cold
waters of the Lough on most Saturday mornings,
especially in the months of February and March,
when it was not uncommon to see large plates of ice
foating by, Undoubtedly the forbidding nature of the
water played a large measure in avoiding capsizes.
But even this was insulficient on a Sunday afternoon
outing on the Ballinamallard River in flood con-
ditions when a nameless member of the group took a
ducking!

Rock Climbing is not to everyone's liking and it has
attracted only a small, but growing, group of ex-
ponents so far. Whilst Monastir Gorge is close by. it
only affords a limited number of medium grade
routes. More varied climbs entail a long drive to the



gritstone outcrops in Leitrim and even then a 45
minute walk up to the crag. However, once there the
climbing is well worth the effort,

Orientecring of Sunday afternoons is quite popular
with the younger members of the school, many of
whom s show a natural ability for navigation exercises
— unlike two ex-members of Portora, now at Lan-
caster and Cambridge Universities, who scemed to
lack any sense of scale and finished up two miles off
the Orienteering map asking a mobile customs patrol

just where are we?"'|

It is hoped that the coming year will live up to its

potential, judging by last year's response. So far we
have had a successful weekend expedition to the Blue
Stacks Mts. led by Mr. Neill, and a School Out of
Bounds Day, the prize for which must go to the
canocists who paddled 15 kms from Knockninny to
School — assisted by or assisting? — Mr. Todd, the
niew Biology teacher, whilst on the same afternoon
Mr. Phenix. who replaces Major Wheeler in the
P.E. Department, took a group of 20 sailors down the
Lower Lough in Minidax and a GP14 (not all in the
boats at the same time, or they might have sunk!).

M.T.

ALADDIN AND THE MULTI-COLOURED
BEANSTALK

Pantomime is not only for children, although we
expect them (o get most fun out of it, which proved to
be the case in this production. But the aim is to bridge
the gap between children and adults and to do it with
pure entertainment. In this, this production was
suceessful,

Costumes and sets are of extreme. and equal,
importance. Both here were suitably exaggerated and
impressive, in some cases almost magnificent. The
final ballroom backeloth making use of simple
perspective was astonishingly beautiful.

The success or otherwise of pantomime lies largely
in speed and timing, and this was, on the whole, good,
although undoubtedly there were moments that hung
fire; but in colour and in sound our hopes were
thoroughly realised: there was plenty to fill the eye
and the ear, especially the fater, both of a raucous
and of a melodious kind. One rather annoying failing
here, however, was that the volume of music
sometimes drowned the singing, especially with
Widow Twankey and the rather thin voices of the
villagers.

The production in general was, as usual, excellent,
and congratulations are also due paniicularly to the
choreographer. who succeeded in making some
totally inexperienced dancers cope energetically and
charmingly with their routines, in spite of some of
them looking oo solemnly at their feet and seeming
to be counting their steps!

Among the cast, the Widow Twankey was out-
standing in every way, showing a high sense of
comedy. For those of us who are old enough to
remember that fine comedian, Jimmy O'Dea, it was
almost stariling to see such a lifelike reincarnation, in
voice, gesture, movement. sense of fun, and even in
costume. In the basic essential of establishing an
intimate relationship with the audience, the Widow
was extremely successful. She was at the same time
both outrageously vulgar and highly respectable, and

she almost carried the show. It was a pity that there
were no others of comparable ability.

The Narrator was competent, often very en-
tertaining, but he was oecasionally tedious, as he
seemed to lack a genuine sense of comedy.

Jack and Aladdin played their parts with verve, and
Cuckoo was delightful and very well trained.

Baron Slightly did as well as his small voice and
staturc allowed. The Ugly Sisters looked very well and
acted with greal spirit, but Mopsa's strained voice
was difficult to understand.

Buttons looked the part also, but was slow and
made little attempt to act. Perhaps we just knew him
ton well!

For many the “*high note" of the evening was
Cinderella’s emasculated singing; it was a nice
performance.

Pink and Stretch were at least adequate and the
slap-stick nearly came off, but was too laboured to be
really funny. The Wicked Magician gave a very lively
performance; he was exceedingly wicked and ap-
pealed particularly to the younger sort.

The appearance of Jeannie was very nicely done.
and the Fairy Godmother's irruption was highly
original, although it did not quite come off fully.
Sadly. the Giant was almost unintelligible.

It is-easy to make the error of comparing a school
production with that which one would expect from a
professional company, and, while there were several
minor points and performances which one might have
criticised adversely or have liked to see changed, one's
eventual verdict must stand by whether the evening
was enjoyable, and in this case we can safely say that
we were highly entertained.

This preduction was a genuine revel, a pleasing
display of high spirit, and everyone on the stage and
off it scemed the happier for it.
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Portora (1919-1927)

The Rev. D. L. Graham, very eminent Old Bey and ex-
Headmaster of Portora, has been kind enough to send us
some of his memories of P.R.5. in the early twemnties.

As a punishment for correcting & very small crror in the
reminiscences of my old friend. Henry Burke, (“An Old
Portoran Remembers.” in Portora 1977) — o delightful
article, as was also Mervyn Window's letter dealing with the
doings of the Governors from 1891-1916 — | have been
asked to write some memories of my own.

My brother and | arrived at Portora in April 1919, a year
and a halfl after the Burke brothers. 1 went into the
Preparatory Depariment {destined to grow inte Gloucester
Housel which had been started in 1915 by Headmaster
Burgess who had arrived to find the school strangely run
down in numbers, only 30 to 40, even though the quality of
boy remained just as high, and the Prep. was his idea to raise
numbers and feed the Upper School: it is his only lasting
memorial as in his two years during World War 1, there was
no opportunity to do more. and then in 1917 he was
drowned, he was holidaying with his wife, young children
and their French governess at Castlerock. Co. Antrim: the
governess got into difficulties while swimming in the sea,
whereupon Burgess rushed in to help her but both were
drowned.

Faor the Prep.'s classroom and its general living-room the
Headmaster had surrendered his drawing-room (now the
Seale Room), and from there we regularly watched with awe
the arrival of all the nine Governors (Bishop, 4 C. of L.
including the tall, portly, eccentric and legendary Earl of
Belmore, 3 Presbyterians, including the minister “Thummy
lenkins — he had 3 thumbs, — and | Methodist) as they
arrived for Board meetings. From our position at the bottom
of the school. but overooking the terrace, 1 can assure Mr.
Burke that the Governors did do their work.

The Prep. occupied the two smaller dormitories at the top
of the building with Prefects from the Semior School to
contral them: the small one at the back, “Nought Dor-
mitory,” was said to be haunted by the ghost of the boy whe
had been left pinioned to & chair before the fire as a test of
the power to endure pain, and in his wriggles to be free had
fallen in and been burned to death.

The basis for this is that back in the 1820's there actually
had been such a test for new boys.

Furthermore, there was always the day in the summer-
term, the anniversary of Dr. Bigg's drowning in the lake.
when we waited for the sound of his carriage wheels and his.
horses' hooves as he drove into the school yards. From there
one progressed through Lormitory |'wo alse on the top tloor,
through the “"Cube’" {windowless but with a large sky-light!
to *Four” next to it, downstairs to **Blue” off the Stone Hall,
where we could hear the rats running up and down inside the
stairs, and finally up to “Five™ or “Senior Dorm™ over the
Dining Room. Four and Five alone had a two-bed cubicle for
the Prefects in Charge, where up to 1916 or 1917 Junior
Masters had been expecied to sleep —a hang-over from the
19th century; the much-feared, much-loved and devoled
Mickey Murfet, when he was told on his appointment that it
was part of his doty, was the frst man to refuse to do it

| have most vivid recollection of the sounds ol the place —
the notes of the Last Post or Reveille which came every night
and morning over the water from the Army (now the R.U.C.}
barracks, the water-fowl on the late. coots calling, or a
swan’s wings beating the water as it took ofl. in summer the
never-ending crek-crek of the cornerakes. now probably
never heard, the hum late on Saturday and Sunday nights of
the out-board engines as picnic parties returned fo
Enniskillen, and then the morning school-bell —a damnable
sound.

Our Headmaster, the Revd. E. G. Seale, had a great
reputation in the South of Ireland, having been a successful
Headmaster in turn of Cork Grammar School and of
Kilkenny College, from which in the fashlon that was even
then dying out, he brought about fours boys; Jestyn, a great
forward and captain of the XV. who then went farming in
Mew Zealand but thanks to a knee injury played very little
more rugger, A. W, Bayne, who had a brilliant career both in
T.C.D. and in the Dublin Civil Service (his three sons
followed him to Portora afier World War 11) and the Bor
brothers, the elder becoming the great Max Addan, the
younger, | think, going to the bad and disappearing. He and
his wife "Mag™, ran the school. she being secretary, caterer
and sccountant, and they did a very fine job; both had
experience of schools across the water, he having been Sixth
Form Master at Highgate. and her sister being Headmistress
of the great Scottish girls’ school, St Leonard’s at St
Andrews.

We were a much simpler school in those days, smaller
{under 100 when | entered in 1919 and under 140 when 1 left
in 1927) and therefore more compact; most of the boarders
came from the country or from small Irish towns, as indeed
did the boys from Enniskillen and its surroundings; as
always, the boarders regarded themselves as the school and
“the day-dogs™ as appendages on whom they tended to book
down, though there was no open animosity and in the class-
room or on the playing-fleld all were equal.

Although Vivian Mercier has gone on record that in the
thirties the food was deficient. | never thought il so. Break.
fast was three days porridge and three alternately of rashers
of fried egg or sausages and always a boiled egg on Sundays
with as much bread and butter and jam or marmalade {the
latter supplied by ourselves) as we could eat. Dinner was vast
roasts carved by masters of the end of 3 long tables, or stew
{much disliked), but there was quantity — | remember G. V,
Butler, "The Man," saying how surprised he was that Irish
boys ate so much more meat than English boys —as also of
potato and vegelable; these latter were not well-cooked,
soggy cabbage, turnip with lumps in it, sometimes soapy
potatoes; 31 both meals second helpings could often be gol.
Tea was again as much bread (great plates of thick white
slices) and butter as we could eat, and we supplied our own
jam, or tins of sardines, or tins of fruil or boiled eggs which
we handed in beforehand with our names written on them.

We used to buy fresh eggs from Maguire, first house up
Lover's Lane — ai one time 5p out of my 6p a week pocket-
maoney, We didn’t expect better in those days, and 1 never
heard anyone complaining of leaving the dining-hall hungry.
It was one of the Jones brothers who for a bet ate 24 eggs at
one tea-time.

Supper. during a break in prep at B.30. was a miserable
couple of biscuits and a mug of hot cocoa, or of lemonade in
summer. We were healthy and full of energy though [ doubt
if it was an ideal diet, and my memory i5 of too many baoys
suffering from beils and “scrum-pox.” as we called im-
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petigo. The Tuck-shop was & wooden construction in the
corner of the Stone Hall, open only after lunch. and selling
only sweets and chocalate: in 1920 we hoveotted Mrs. Boase,
who ran it and whom we all disliked, until she reduced the
cost of a har of chocolate from %p to 2pin line with the
price clsewhere. She and Boase, the farm-foreman, lived in
the Old San (now containing the metal-workshoph; later
Ashe, the school-porter, lived there and Mrs, Ashe ran the
Tuck-shop and, advancing with the times. offered tea and
buns in her own house; | well remember the laughter that
greeled the Headmaster’s announcement that on hall
holidays the 15t and 2nd XV s after their matches could go to
the (M4 San and “have a roll with Mrs. Ashe.” a lady of
considerable age and bulk.

We made great use of the country-side; in summer all
brought back bicveles and . having told the duty-master
where we were going. lone companion at least was
obligatory) the whole of Co. Fermanagh, south and west of
the lake was ours 1o explore. and strong cyclists gol 1o
Ballyshannon or Bundoran; there was litthe or no motor-
traffic, and in winter or il our bike was broken. boys
thought nothing of walking to Cardekreagh or Derrygon-
nelly and back.

Bird's-egg collecting was gencral and we trepassed
everywhere on land preserved or out-of-bounds along the
lake-shore where we often bathed illicitly and doubtless
dangerousty, and in the little woods with which each hill and
island seemed 1o be clothed; | think it was Charlic Jones
inow Gen Sir Charles) who climbed the gquarry-face mt
Carrickreagh to reach a Kestrel's nest; | can certainly
remember him stripping off and swimming oul 1o a Swan’s
nest at Kinarla Lough —the result was a complaint from the
Johnston () of Kinarla to the Headmaster about in-
decent madity, It was his elder brother, Hume, who led 3 or 4
others 1o caplure a donkey belonging to the Graan
monastery and write on its back an offensive mewsage
concerning the Pope; the abbol complained to Seale, wha
scnt the malefactors out to apologise; the abbot accepled
their apalogy and gave them a splendid tea

Birds" eggs were traded in, the top price being two
shillings for a Great Crested Grebe. then very rare, now
comparatively commaon; occasionally a Swan's egg would be
handed to the kitchen for thiee of four to make their tes ofl
it. Each summer behind the gvm there would be a few cages
of wild birds. Kestrel, sparmow-hawk ete.. being carclully
reared.

A certain number of orchards were raided on these long
carciree Sundays, and the Headmaster's own trees were also
at risk. Another way of spending a summer Sunday was to
organisc 2 boat-load (10-30) and then persuade a master to
let himsell be rowed down to Devenish for the afiemoon.

We were surcounded not by playing-ficlds but by the
Headmaster's farm, his small herd of pure-bred Friesians,
his poultry. his guinea fowl (an egg would be a prize for the
best exercise in his class) orginally bought to get even. by
their harsh eries from Kilkenny College across the R. More,
with the Marquis's noisy pea-cocks ot Kilkenny Cautle, his
hay fields, his vegetables —an environment familiar to most
of us ot home. On fine July evenings after exams we would go
oul o toss or turn or rake the hay,

The School was much less organised: apart from 2 or 3
weeks of athletic activity before Sports Day, and a very small
Rowing Club. about 20 in number, as a storm in 1917 having
blown the Boat-House roofl in and smashed most of the
hoats, there were only rugger in both winter-terms and
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cricket all summer. There was a large ball-alley where hand-
hall was played. but which was also much used for 10-20
aside soccer maiches with a tennis-ball, and in summer for

rackets. i I
Bathing was a cold affair in the narrows; non-swimmers in

a stony-bottomed and roped-in enclosure just beyond the
Old Coastle and swimmers being ferried over 1o the deep-
water off the quay at Derrygore. The Dam has wiped all that
out. Learners were also taken across and taught, like fish, on
the end of a pole and rope attached fo a belt round one's
waist. Swimming sports took place. the long race for juniors
being about 440 yards down the narrows, for seniors about
550 yards.

Rugger was the game; it was the immediate post-Lloyd era
— indecd Dicky was still playing lor Ireland — and he was
our hero almost to sainthood; the school teams he played in
with all the white Ulster Inter-Provincial jerseys had pride of
place in the Old Library (now divided up into Bursar's of-
fices) which had been the original School Room of the 1777-
1781 building. (11 is worth poting that the school will not
have spent 206) years at the top until 1981). As a result any
Portora vut-hall of any quality was almost automatically
given his schoolboy Inter-Provinclal cap by the Ulster
selectors; some were well worthy of it, such as N, K. Smith —
Hall. but A. 0. Allan, who had tremendous speed and linle
clse, in 1923 was a greai failure, so the selectors gave up the
habit. After the moming roll-call at 8.00 a.m. in the Old
Library, all A set hael to sprint across the terrace out to the
edge of the upper field (then only comprising two small
cricket arcas) and back: this was thought 1o be good for
training bul resulted only in a few boys being unabie to eat
their breakfost; we took great pride in this sign of honour;
for to cross the terrace was forbidden at all other times to
cveryone save the School Prefects, but the practice ceased
about 1924725, This pre-breakfast roll call was an admirable
way of getting hall-dressed. bleary-eyed boys downstairs or
in from the Obd $an (built by Biggs) —of which the top Moor
was two dormitorics; (o be once shut out when the door
closed entailed explanotions and some small punishment.
but to be twice late meant » call on Saturday night up the
steep stairs to the Second Master’s rooms and an automatic
caning. and Tetley, a Cambridge Wrangler, always hit the
same spot with precision and wed a thick stick. We accepted
the weals and bruises, for we knew we lived in a tough world,
and 1 think that in fact we were a good deal tougher; cold
taths in the morning in summer, cold showers in the
changerooms after (ootball, a hostile world where the
masters were more eold-war enemies than frends — an
oulleok that persisted until 1926 when Gerald Butler came
to teach and inavgurated a new era of schoolmastering. Woe
betide the master who could not keep order. and | have secn
an ex-Captain with an M.C, to his credit reduced to tears as
we pupils moved the big table in the Old Library on our
knees and pinned him to the wall.

It was under that same table that C. V. “"Monkey Criffin
later Colonel-the R.E.. crawled and tickled the legs of Mis
l'ennanl.who was teaching us French: to his surprise she
endured i1 and made no effort of aveidance, thinking,
doubiless, that this would involve her in less loss of face with
the rest of the class.

Tetley caned very hard, a beast but a just beast; Scale, the
Headmaster always used a thin whippy cane and a back-
hand stroke, out of kindness we thought, because in spile of,
or perhaps because of, o club fool he had immensely
powerlul arms and shoulders as we could note at haymaking.



He believed that learning could be instilled at one end by
beating the other, and Harry Simms. the present Primate’s
elder brother, and himsell o be an eminent solicitor. suf-
some 3 times one term for his bad Latin exercises.

The other masters did not cane. bul the prefects had the
authority to do so and did. Until boxing was introduced
about 1921 there was a good deal of bullying and we had
much fighting, which gave great enjovment to the spectators;
twir turys who had struck a quick chance blow. and would
prohably have left it at that, would be surrounded by a ring
of us chanting loudly. **fight, fight, fight™ and then for their
honour's sake they had to fight. while the whole school
lowsked on until one gave in, which was rare, or until time or
“pix"”, signifying the approach of a “ganger.” ended the
alfray: one memorable fight in the Stone Hall, and lasting
the whole of the morning break, was between two Sixth
Formers, Frank Beckett, elder brother of Sam and Goosey
Fergusan, one of the very able family from Derrygonnelly.
Except on Sundays there was no school uniform — these
were post-war years and even blazers were difficult: on
Sunday the Prep. wore Eton jackcts, the senior school black
jackets and appropriate trousers with straw hats for all: we
marched in a long crocodile to the Cathedral or the
Presbyterian Church with a master bringing up the rear,
quite happy to do this and nut questioning it at all. The
second laxt Sunday of term was “Half-Cock™ Sunday when
we wore the Straw Hats ot an angle, the lasi Sunday was
“Tramp™ Sunday when we made our feet be heard on the
pavement, a practice regarded as unbecoming by the
masters, who, however, could not stop it. and on the way
home boys leaving that term  hured their Straw Hats over
the bridge into Lough Erme. On altenate Sundays in
summer and for Harvest Festival in October we progressed
In a rather disorderly crocodile to Rossorry, which we
disliked because Archdeacon Prait, a Governor of the School
and an excellent person, used 1o keep an eve on us. qoite
ready to reprove openly any boy who might be innocently
chewing a sweet or whispering to his neighbour; besides the

SOCIAL SERVICES 1978-79

Although & small group, by enthusiasm and
dedication we have achieved much this year. As a
unit, chaired most competently by Neville Armstrong.
we have been represented in the Schools  “Youth To-
gether’ community movement, and as a Portora
group we have made regular visits to Coleshill Old
Folks" Home and the County Hospital. On a more
personal level, we have visited individuals in need
within the town of Enniskillen. Mandy Maguire and
Neville Armstrong have also read for the “Talking
Newspaper.'” an expanding new means of preparing
news cassettes for the blind people of County Fer-
managh. We have also been active in fund-raising,
our spur for which has been the “International Year
of The Child.” and as a result we presented twenty
pounds to the “*Save The Children Fund." Our goal
for 1979-1980 is to support “Combat Cancer” and

once again to be of service to these in need.
E.McN.

sermuons and pravers were long ond we were hot and sweaty,
(nherwise on Sunday evenlngs the Prefects piled up the
tables at the back ol the Dining Room and we all sat on the
benches for a full Church of Ireland evensong, the two
Senior Prefects reading the lessons and the Head reading
one of Abp. Temple's Repton Sermon or some such: he
never preached a sermon of his own and [ never discovered
why he did not do so. Miss Hunt, mistress of the Prep..
played the piano but occavionally boys did. for example
Frank Beckett and 1 think, Sam Heckent also,

We were a simple socicly, not questioning authority,
though. like any Irish boys, trving fo circumvent it, and
accepling the appeinted rules of our life at school — a rough
masculine society. very deficient in the Arts or in the softer
wirtues. In the cathedral we gaped at the Enniskillen Girls®
Schoal boarders and some interested, and interesting, day-
girls wha sat in the opposite gallery to us, some of us making
faces or sheep’s eves at them; very very occasionally 4 group
of boys met a group of girls to walk along the road in cm-
barrassed conversation on o Sunday afternoon; when | was
16y 0r 17 | had two mild but intenscly felt love-aiffairs with the
sisters of my two fellow front-row forwands who were both
day-boys and 1o whose home | might be invited twice a term
for tea, That was all

W were intensely loyal, West Britons and all, and cheered
lustily when the last Vieeroy, F. M. the Viscouni French of
¥ pres. visited the sehool in 1921 accompanied by Sir James
Uater Viseount) Craigavon. and when the Primate rom
Armagh opened the New San (now the girls’ dormitorics) as
a War Memorial; with cqual enthusiasm we Southerners
alter 1922 found an Irish Tricolowr to march behind to our
private “Ulster v the Free State” rugger match on 5t
Parrick’s Day. This was perhaps encouraged by Scale, whose
aimy wis to give us i truly liberal cducation and eutlook, and
I think he suecesded.

I enjoved all of it — there were bad moments — and Jook
hack on my schoolday ax a time of greal freedom and
happiness.

LG,

A CALL

She did not call me by name,

Not by the name my mother gave me.
She called me by another name,

A word

That | have not heard before —

Yei T koew that she meant me.

"W you come under the beech tree beside the cemetery?”
I know no beech tree beside the cemetery.

Yei there may be one,

And 1 will go.

“Perhaps a revelation awalts me,” 1 thought.

Have they discovered the coloured cowric?

Or perhaps they have found the lost wonderer.
S0 1 went towards her. And there

She stood still beneath a beech tree.

But spoke nol a word,

0.0.5.
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GLOUCESTER HOUSE NOTES

For the first time in many years we have had some
major changes in the teaching staff. The Reverend T.
E. B. Benson retired at the end of last term after
twenty-three years in Portora and Gloucester House,
His contributions in so many ways over this long
period were highly appreciated by staff and children.
We wish him a long and happy retirement and hope
to see him and Mrs. Benson at the school on many
future occasions. Our best wishes for a long and
happy retirement go also to Major A. J. E. Cummins
who was with us for seven years and successfully
introduced the teaching of Modern Mathematics.
Mrs. R. W. Latimer joined the staff in 1976 to take
over the demanding task of looking after Form . We
thank her for all the care and interest she has given to
the children and wish her every happiness in her
family life, now that she has resigned in order to look
after her daughter, Katie Louise, born on April Tth.

We welcome three new members to the Commaon
Raom. Mrs. G. C. Spence, University of Waterloo,
Canada, and the Royal Irish Academy of Musie, is in
charge of music and also teaches some French, While
we sincerely thank Mr. McBride for holding the fort
since Mr. Miller left. we are very pleased to have our
own full-time music teacher, and Mrs. Spence has
already shown her determination to rebuild the
Gloucester House choir and orchestra. Mr. M. T.
Green, of Liverpool University, comes to us from Bow
Scheol, Durham, and is teaching English and
Religious Education. Mr. Green, who has many years
of experience in English preparatory schools, is
settling in happily to the Irish way of life. Mr. D. P. C.
Hamilton, from Stranmillis College and Queen's
University, is in charge of Science. He and Mrs.
Hamilton are happily settled in their newly decorated
flat in Lakeview. As an ex-King's Scholars rugby
player, his skills and enthusiasm are already ap-
parent.

We welcome also the Reverend J. D. G. Kingston
who has taken over as Chaplain of Gloucester House
as well as Portora.

Mr. Latimer is to be congratulated on his ap-
pointment as Second Master.

We were privileged to have Captain Desmond
Stewart, C.B.E., as our Guest of Honour on Speech
Day. The afternoon programme was of a different
pattern from previous years; Sports Day and a Pony
Club display proved to be more popular than the
usual concent on a warm summer’s day.

Miss G. A. Herdman-Grant and Mrs. J. Sutherland
have been appointed full-time teachers for our two
Junior forms,

Boarding numbers are increasing and so is the
number of girls in the school — we now have twenty-
two.

Results in both rugby and soccer were again
outstanding, with nearly all of the matches won,
Cricket was almost impossible owing to the weather;
for the first time ever we were unable to play a single
school mateh on our own piteh. Prospects for rugby
and soceer this season are not so encouraging, but
there are signs of improvement.

The Pony Club has gone forward by leaps and
bounds (il that's an appropriate phrase). We would
like to thank Mr. Poupart and his assistants Mrs.
Neill, David Wardell and Mark Brooks, who have put
an cnormous amount of time and expertise into the
Club. Lessons are offered almost every day and the
children are now members of the local pony club so
that they can take official 1ests — we have even won
our first rosette.

The school play was *The Pied Pier of Hamelin',
Mrs. Benson commended it highly in our magazine
and praised young actors Brian Gilmer, Simon
Lindner and Sandra Watson. Mr. Eamonn Bradley
adjudicated the House Plays and awarded the Shield
to Erne and the Best Actor's Cup to Mark Corrigan.

Another ski trip was much enjoyed and Mr. Blair is
already organising this year's trip to Folgaria in
MNorthern [taly.

THE BROADCASTING YEAR

In October, 1978, the school got a new colour television
and zo the pupils were for the first time able to choose their
viewing carefully, where formerly the only sct available
picked up BBC 1 only. Over the past vear | have kept a
record of what the boarders watch on TV and listen 1o on

their radios.
The most popular programme an TV, although

necessarily with a small sudience, was “Top of the Pops,”
with an average of 20 viewers. “The Two Ronnies" was very
popilar in the spring and had up to 40 people watching it. A
small audience of about 10 would, every Sunday, walch
“World About Us™ and “'Face the Music.” and favourite
programmes, with about 20 viewers, were “Match of the

L]

Lyay,” “Scene Around Sin” “Grandstand,” “That's Life”
and "The Old Grey Whistle Test.”

Radio programmes are much more popular than
television, but you may be surprised to mote that Radio 4 has
more listeners than Radio |, with “"Week-ending” and
"World Tonight” having an audicnce of about 20. The most
popular programme is the “Top 40" on Sunday evenings,
with an average audience of T0. Before school, radios were
turned to sither Radio | or Radlo 2 until May, when RTE
opened up a new pop station which has now become the
most popular Hstening in Portora.

it has been @ most enjoyable year's broadeasti

ng and 1
look forward to another good year. M.B.



LETTERS

Dear Sir,

Mr. Winslow takes exception to my statement
“that some of the Governors in 1917 had graduated
through the Board of Guardians or the County
Council.”

On second thought, it would have been better for
the Schoal if they had, they would have had some
practical business sense!

The burden of my strictures was that the buildings
had a run-down appearance, and that the laboratory
equipment was antiquated.

I well remember the frequent visits of the Rectors
of Enniskillen and Rossorry te the changing-room,
discussing how the out-of-date ablution equipment
could be improved.

The junior boys had to wash in cold water, as the
hot was reserved for the senior boys, under penalties if
used by the Junior boys.

An ordinary working plumber could have told the
Rev gentlemen, in ten minutes, that what was needed
was a larger boiler and storage tank.

However, nothing was done during my stay at the
Schoaol.

Perhaps the Rev. Seale and his wife had put this
item at the end of the backlog of matters for the
Board to attend to.

The minute of the 30th October, 1913 is a gem of
callous irresponsibility.

“i1) That the resident masters be requested to
agree to an abatement of 20% in their present
salaries.

(11} that in the event of any Master refusing to
agree 1o have abatement the Secretary be authorised
to give him the vsual half term's notice.”

No doubt the Lord Bishop (salary £4,000 p.a.)
when he said his prayers that night, thanked
Almighty God for his guidance to himself, his fellow
clergy and lay members of the board in coming to
such an inhuman decision, to reduce the salaries of
the unfortunate defenceless masters lafready un-
derpaid by 20% on pain of instant dismissal.

0 doubt the masters (who had no alternative but
to accept this reduction in salary) being Christian
Gentlemen (unlike the Rev. Governors) accepted this
insult to their dedicated profession, without visiting
any feeling of resentment on the pupils taught to
therm.

It is not o be wondered at. that masters formed
militant Associations and Unions to defend their
profession against the tyranny of well heeled Boards
of Governors and School Committees.

A short time after | left the School a well known
local roue was appointed to the Board (see Impartial

Reporter, 30 years ago). believe it or not, to represent
one of the Churches in County Fermanagh.

He was no credit to the persons who nominated him
or to the Board of Governors who accepted him.

On another occasion. when the supply of special
pasteurized milk supplied for the boarders was in-
creased in price, the then Board adjusted the matier
by reducing the amount supplied to the Schoal.

The good attendances at board meetings is possibly
due to the free lunch provided prior to starting their
deliberations!

It can be noticed that at least three of the
Governors were also on the board of the Vaughan
Charity School at Kesh, which was the object of an
administration scandal (shewn up by the paper,
*Truth”'} which was hushed up, due to the prominent
persons on the Committee,

It is well known that the Rev, Stecle, a former
headmaster, impoverished himself in building the
Steele Hall, largely at his own expense; he got little
assistance from the then Governors or the County
Fermanagh Landed Lords and Gentry for whose
benefit and that of their tenants the School was
founded. The land owners were more occupied in
building extravagant houses and Castles as status
symbols in excess of the economic background of the
County.

The irresponsible attitude above mentioned shewed
the lack of interest some of the Fermanagh people
had in the School,

However, all is well that ends well; the School has
now 16 Governors {under the new Scheme); as these
are drawn from a wider public sphere of well known
business men. the future progress of the School
under their guidance and that of the new Head

Master is assured, so floreat Portoral.
HENRY A. BURKE.

21 Hyde Park,
Dalkey.
Co. Dublin,
14th August, 1979
Dear Sir,

In the 1978 Portora, Douglas Graham records that
in a letter to Vivian Mercier, Sam Beckett assured
him “that he had never contributed to the schoal
magazine while at Portora.” In fact, to my knowledge,
he did in one instance in collaboration with Geoffrey
Thompson. Between the two of them they produced
an amusing account of the discovery of a pre-
historic toothmug by an imaginary archaeclogist. |
was with them when they were writing the article and
it appeared in “'Portora” in the school year 1922-23,



probably at Easter or in the summer, over the initials,
B.A.T.. Beckett and Thompson.

Another point from Douglas Graham's letter.
Ernest Breul (known as Mutt) was of German origin
but educated in England. He had a degree from
Cambridge where, | believe, his father was a don.
He taught English and French and was a good
teacher when his classes gave him an opportunity of
being heard, which was not often.

The note on Gerry Stewart by G.C.A. was of much
interest 1o me as we were friends at Portora and in

College. He came to Portora from Cork, and later his
parents moved to Dublin. He was one of the four Old
Portorans who won Foundation Scholarships at
Trinity College, Dublin in 1926, the largest number of
0ld Portorans to do so in any one year. Sam Beckett
was one of the four. It is worthy of note that all four
represented Dublin University at some form of sport,
which no other scholar that year did. Yours etc,

T.R.F.COX
(1921-24)

THE LAND OF FEAR

Yesterday and tomorrow, in the land of fear and trem-
bling there lived several large dragons, and like all other
dragons they breathed out fire and smoke. Everyone was
afraid of the dragons, simply everyone! But maosily the cats
and dogs, because there were only cats and dogs, and
dragons, in the land of fear and trembling. Yesterday and
tomomrow everyone is afraid and rembling but it wasn't
always like this. I'll tell you what happened.

Long. long. ago to-day there were several small dragons
and later. later to-day, they grew up o become several very
|arge dragons and they were jealous of ench other. Very soon
they were rushing round the countryside fighting each other
in very bloody battles. So large were they, that their stam-
ping made the ground tremble, and 5o nolsy were they, that
the cats and dogs grew afraid. Now after they had been
fighting, the dragons’ (lovely) shiny scales were always
cowered in blood and needed cleaning. But the giant dragons
could not clean them nor, however, could they stand being
dirty (especially with blood! because-because welll 1l tell
you that in a minute —What were the dragons to do? This is
what they decided.

Each dragon had his own piece of land on which lived
either cats or dogs, (never bath, for while they got on all right
now there always seemed fo have been some bad-feeling
between cats and dogs) and the dragons discovered that only
the tears of the cats and dogs would clean their scales. So the
dragons made the cals fight the dogs, and of course some
were killed, and naturally there were many tears shed and
ihese all had to be collected and used to clean the dragon's
scales.

Thix went on for a long time and the cats and dogs grew o
hate cach other and many were killed. Now you might aak
why did the cats and dogs not join together to fght the
dragons? “Well,"”” the cats and dogs would answer, *‘cats and
dogs have never joined forces, we have always fought each
other.” This of course the dragons knew and were very
content.

Soon one especially large and nolsy dragon, who used the
tears of dogs 1o clean his scales, became more and more
powerful, killing vther dog dragons and stealing their dogs.
He soon had so many dogs that he could have his scales
cleancd twice-a-day. If you are wondering why such a
powerful dragon wanted so desperately to appear clean.
there are two reasons.

Number One is that the dogs were not really very bad or
evil animals, no more so than the cats, just rather stupid and
easily led. The dragon had to tell them stories about how

AND TREMBLING

dirty the cats were, and how the cats would attack and kill
the dogs, and if they won, make the dogs live just as they did
and do everything as cats do. For this reason the dragon
insisted that they should all be clean, especially him, their
leader, il they were (o respect him.

The second reason why such a large, powerful dragon
insisted on appearing clean was because he believed in God,
and was afraid God would hold him responsible for the
deaths of many cats and dogs. He did notl want to have any
blood on his scales.

Yesterday ond to-morrow God sent down an angle to solve
the suffering in the land of fear and trembling. but the angel
reporied back thal he could not find any anywer. 50 God
sent down Moses, who also tried to solve the problem, but
couldn't, Even Solomon falled. They ull came back to heaven
amd God called a meeting to discuss their findings and sfter
much discussion they had arrived at no solution. God said:
“If only the cats and dogs would show some initiative and try
to help themselves! Then | might be able to help them.”

In the land of fear and trembling some cats and dogs who
were tired of fighting were discussing how they might solve
the problem, They were all puzzled until one dog with them,
cuts in a eircle round his head and o gash in his side and
limping on all four feet, suggested, “God helps those that
help themselves, so why don’t we at lcast make a stant? It
won't solve everything at once, but it will be a beginning.
Remember God helps those who help themselves. Let's help
ourselves.” So they did.

And If God's listening, 1 hope he helps too.

DAMNATION

Come walk with me in Hell tonight, my friend,
Amidst the fires of Guilt'srelentless rage.

To my weak mind your sturdy shoulder lend,
For Pain hai racked my soul like Time's foul age.
Let not my happy countenance betray

The fear and loneliness which lie below;

Where tyrant Shame, whose buring cyes survey.
Rulex there with Grief. the messenger of Woe.

I would that | could tell what crucl fate

Has given birth to torment deep within;

But words will never serve to illusirate,

How Satan claims the life enslaved by Sin.

But stay, my friend, and share with me this Hell,
Why Mee? | know it shall be yours as well.

i K.5.
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THE SKIING TRIP

Memories of this year's ski trip to Aprica are bound
to be a good deal dominated by the journeys between
Ireland and ltaly. It is a pity that good skiing snow is
a4 long way from Enniskillen: to reach sach  snow
one must spend either much time or much money
land ironically a trip to the artificial ski slope at
Craigavon in preparation for the [talian trip had to be
called off — because of snow),

The journeys out to and back from ltaly. then, had
their exciting, their tedious and their entertaining
moments. One remembers a rear tyre bursting on our
eoach at 70 mph and 4 o’clock in the moming on the
M1, four strong members of the Lower Sixth heaving
baggage out of the boot only to find that the jack was
missing, police messages to Gaiwick to hold our plane
(we were, after all, hall its passengers) One
remembers another coach crawling up a tortuous
alpine road. its front bumper over-hanging 1.000 foot
drops on left hand corners. Even more, perhaps, one
remembers the return journey down the same road,
but this time in the early morning with snow falling
and a slippery carpet beneath our wheels. There was
also the chase across northern ltaly from Milan to
Turin to try to find our return plane among the
blizzards. And through it all there was Mr. Hort
cashing pocket-money cheques in different currencies
and infinite tight-lipped impatience, Mr. Blair
smiling beatificially with wads of tickets in one hand
and a cine camera in the other, and “Fergus' keeping
up a running battle with those who comsumed more
Coke than the coach consumed fuel, and con-
sequently screamed for stops at every service area
between Carlisle and Chiswick.

But the object of ail this dashing about Europe was
the skiing and at Aprica the skiing fully com-
pensated for the hardships of the journeys. The sun
shone on soaring peaks, numerous lifts operated from
the village itself to a height of over 8,000 feet, snow
sparkled (st first, and then tumed to very hard icel,
instruciors cajoled. bullied and laughed s into at-
tempting precipitous slopes. Boots that had tortured
ankles for the first couple of days became bearable
and finally almost comfortable. John Wallace
whizzed past, through and over every obstacle lin-
cluding the present writer): David Hutchinson
completed three and a hall somersaults and never
stopped talking throughout: John Ritchie was more
circumspect and cautious; the Blairs led the Ad-
vanced Group down cliff-like slopes with considerable
aplomb, if also with some internal trepidation. Mr.
Hort broke a rib — taking photographs — an
achievement of which he secemed to be considerably
proud.

It must be admitted that our instructors achieved
near-miracles during the six days that we were at their

mercy. People who had been reduced to giggling
ineampetence on the first day when required to do no
more than stand still on two apparently un-
controllable planks of fibre-glass were, on the last
day, executing parallel turns with massive bravado
(but rather less skilll. Meanwhile our courier. An-
drew, bobbed up smiling amid a welter of petty
organisational details; the success of the week owed
more (o him than to any other single person.

And it was a success. The sheer exhilaration of ski-
ing, the glorious weather. the excitement of
being in a foreign country. the spectacular views, the
trudge back through the village in the evening. sore
but samehow satisfied. all these. and more, are happy
memories. Let’s hope that the ski trip next January
provides as much enjoyment.

R.W.L H.

LIBRARY

There are two main properties of a library — it acts as an
ordered storchouse of information.and it provides a guiel.
comfortable environment for study. Our aim in the library
here is no different. and any unsociable act undermines the
whole concept of a library, The liric between order and chaos
5 a very thin one and this is especially true in a library.
Chaws often prevails after lunch when hall of the occupants
use the library as a haven from the bad weather. This is
simply not fair. We love to see you in the brary but if you
choose to come in, please use il as a library.

We thank the following *Friends of the Library’ who have
given us gifts:

Mr. M, Ruddle: *A taste for Adventure,”

Mr. L. Murdock: “Rund Um Geroldseck Country’

W, Elliott: Guide to Hritish Birds.

E. €. M. Mounter: Birds.

Mr. M. W, Winslow: Various titles

Mr. G, €. Andrews: Paperbacks in French,

1A, Arnold © The Larousse Encyclopedia of Music.

H. K. Simpson: The illusirated history of the Third Reich,
G. N. Phillips: Hitler’s Propaganda Machine, Pictorical
History of World War 1. A Night to Remember.

Mr. W, ], McBride: Paperbacks.

Dr, W. M. Gilfillan: Paperbacks.

R. M. Leonard: Paperbacks.

We thank M. 1. Love and G. N. Phillips for giving the
library so much of their time last year and we wish them well
in the future. We apprediate the willing help this year of E.
R. Geddes, L ). €. McKinstey, E. W, Aiken, D. 5
Melllfatrick. D. J. T. McNamara. R. A. Boles, P. E
Raobinson, A, G. Speer, . M. N. B
Fierce, T. V. G. Shillington, 5.
W. P. H. Trimble.

HT.LG. LAP. DP.C.CEK.
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DEBATING SOCIETY REPORT 1978-79

During the year we had a total of five debages
within the school community, including a House
Debating Competition. In addition to this, the Society
took part in five Debating Competitions. in which we
achieved a reasonable degree of success, for the first
vear. David Brady was deservedly awarded a prize as
best speaker at the Junior Rotary Club Debate, and
Neville Armstrong was narrowly defeated in the final
of the Queen's University Individual Speaker
competition, afier convincingly winning his previous
rounds.

The junior members of the Society gained a great
deal of valuable experience during the year, and scem
likely to put this experience to good use in the near
future; David Brady especially seems to have a
successful future in debating ahead of him. and
several others also showed considerable potential.

The House competition showed the speakers in-
volved to have no small amount of skill, and it has
been decided that this will become an annual event.
To this end, a cup has been donated in order to add
incentive to the competition. This year, Connaught
won the Debate. which was chaired by Mr. Robertson
and adjudicated by Mr. Noble, Mr. Barbour, and Dr.
Acheson. The final points were as follows;

Connaught 102 points.
Munster 101 points.
Leinster . % points.
Ulster  91% points.

In eonelusion. | would like to thank Mr. Robertson,
not only for acting as Chairman throughoutthe year,
but also for drawing teams and supporters to the
various competitions throughout the Province; in
addition. | would like to thank Leo McKinstry, who
generously took the minutes for the iwo debates that 1
unfortunately missed.

All in all, we had a reasonably rewarding and
successful year, and it seems that great things lie in
store for the Society in the yvears to come.

M.L.

It should be added that the donor of the Debating
Society Cup is Michael Love himself. It is entirely
fitting that his name should be on this cup. for it is his
enthusizsm and determination which has revitalised
the society. The society is very grateful to Michael for
all his work. and for his most generous gift.

D.5.R.

The new Committee have drawn up a programme of
events for the academic year. The first debate of the term s
on the motion **This House considers that history is bunk.”
1t is hoped to follow this with an " Any Questions”™ evening,
with a panel of experts specially lewn in from places as far
apart as the Common Room and Ballinamallard.
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Other evenings will include a junior debate. the inter-
house debating competition and competitive debates agains
other schools.

THE MODEL CLUB

This year the Portora Model Club has been restarted; it
aims to cater for all forms of modelling. These range from
the inexpensive, plastic “Airfix” models, through Balsa
“free-Oight” where endurance is the sim, to the popular
“eontrol-line” aeroplanes and up to the initially expensive
world of the ultimate in modelling, the radio-controfled
boats, planes, and cars that are so popular in England and
abroad. The club would prefer members to model in “'balsa-
based”” models, but we will accept some “plastic” modellers.

The scheol library has o small collection of books on
vurious aspects of modelling and it is a good idea to read these
before and during buying and building models. Magazines
are alyo a good idea as they tell you what the hobby is all
about and also give many hints on making the hobby casier
and safer: | can recommend “Aeromodeller” and “Radio
Modelles™; these may be ordered through Hall's.

IF models cannot be obtained by members | may be able to
get them in Belfast, but | would recommend that models are
bought personally; remember 1o start on something simple
and try (o get advice from someone who knows about the
stibject.

As the club has only just staried there arc fow members,
but these include: C. Berordl, 1. R. Tougher, P, Trimble, 5.
Scott, €. McAuley and D. Wardell. Modelling will probably
be in Room X on Wednewday afternoons

I will gladly try to answer any queries abour starting or
buying a model.

DLLD.N

LOOKALIKES

{For or agninst, plastic surgery)

Lift up your face,
Straighten your nose.

We can change you,
To the stereotvpe you wanl (o be.

You can have anything.
We can use cliches,

Predictable words and features.
Mo more *If | was,” "But only for...
Why can | look alike?

Mo more looking in the mirror,
And waiting for the day
When being ugly is in fashion,

Look at the handicapped
And the distoried;
Watch the cripple laugh,
And his lather cries
*If only he wasn't alive.’
D.B.



THE TOWN SQUARE

I'll pever know why | started to follow the man, but | did.
Perhaps at first it was just that | was going for a walk in the
same direction, but then | found it amusing. He secemed 1o
notbee at once that | was following him, and he tried to shake
me off by varying his pace, but | did the same, The more he
tried to escape me. the more surely 1 followed, Then he
stopped, and | stopped too, keeping my distance, yvel that
was the only moment at which | really saw his face. a sad
face, hunted-locking, and almost appearing to be asking me
to deliver him.

I was about to do so, to turn and go away, when | suddenly
noticed that | was not alone in beseiging him, that people
were beginning to gather. The two or three who were nearest
to me seemed to be staring at the man, and then they turned
to look at me. as if they were waiting for a signal, some move
from me.

The man saw what was happening and he looked at me
imploringly; 1 Felt that the situation contained some hidden
danger and | would have liked to withdraw. but somchow |
Felt impeibed to stay. just as | had felt impelled to follow him
a litthe carlier. He had stopped necar one of the comers of a
small square and now that he saw the people in front of him
increasing in numbers, he began to turn to one side and then
the other, as if looking for a means of escape. It was an odd
crowd, mostly men [ thought, who had gathered before him,
and they seemed to have an alr of stupidity or stubbomness
as well as of expectancy.

More and more people were arriving in the square and
they all came over and joined the crowd; automatically, they
seemed o become part of the whole and. automatically, as
soom as they saw the man beseiged there, they turned against
him, they recognised the struggle between an individual and
all the others. At first. nothing at all happened; the man
continued to glance furitively for o way of escape, the erowd
remained apathetic. But then a word began to spread; |
could see it running over the crowd like a sudden breeze over
a field of comn, and then it came in my direction, and | knew,
as all the others knew, that a little girl had been molested by
the man, a lintle girl of seven. We even learnt the horrible
details. which were added to. ever more horrible, every
minute,

So00n the crowd started slowly to advance upon the man,
and just before | was left on the outer fringes of the circle, |
saw him look at me and shout. [ could not hear what he said.
whether he was asking for help or cursing me. as the uproar
was now too great. But 1 found mysell caught up in the
inexorable  single.mindedness of the crowd and 1 was
compelled 1o stay and watch the spectacle.

They started to hit him, slowly, one afier another, as if
they were performing a public duty; there was no apparent
anger. Each one awaited his or her turn, then advanced.
struck, and walked on, 1 almost feli tempted myself to join
in, but the man had now fallen to the ground and | could not
sec him. and even if | had succumbed to the tempiation |
would probahly mot have got there in time to hit him &hile he
was still alive. In another moment all the neise suddenly
ceased and | knew the man was dead.

He was laid out now. inert. butl some of the crowd ad-
vanced with deliberation and kicked him. Then there
seemed to be for the first time a clear realisation of the
situation and we all fell back three or four paces: there was a
kind of questioning in our looks as we glanced at each other

instead of staring al the man; nobody seemed sure of
himself: | for one, although 1 had undoubtedly been present
in the sguare,could not say precisely what had happened.

Even when questioned by the police, who seon arrived, 1
was not quite certain why 1 was there. The sergeant, very
sure of himself, asked us who had struck the first blow and
why he had done so, and no one, of course, answered him. So
the sergeant started forming his own theories. “He was 2
political adversary, or perhaps a terrorist,” he said, but he
found no confirmation at all for this, “Well, then, he hod
stolen something: you caught him while he was stealing a
car. ane of you started beating and then the others all joined
in.”" But the crowd only muttered sullenly, as if offended by
the suggestion.

“You don't just kill a man for nothing —there must have
been a motive.” 1t was o ridiculous situation, none of us
knew what to do or say. Then someone muttered about the
little girl who had been molested —there bs always a little girl
when such things happen.

“What little girl? No little girl has been molested in this
fown.” We were all painfully uncomfortable. and the
sergeant was getting no nearer to an acceptable theory, when
a woman pushed forward and knelt beside the man and ook
him in her arms. " Are you his wile. or his mistress?"" asked
the sergeant, "1 tried to make him stay with me, but he
woubldn't, he lefit.,” she said. The sergeant was now smiling
and we all felt quick relief. “*Ah, he said, “he had abandoned
you, Maybe you were the little girl molested?” We had to
laugh, she was no little giel. “*And you wanted your revenge.”

What the woman sald was now of no importance. The
mysteryhad beensolved, we had a culprit. Someone said with
feeling: “'Women are capable of anything.” as we turned
away slowly, leaving the woman alone with the sergeant and
the man.

THE MESH

We have come 10 the crossroads

And | must either leave or go with you.
I linger over the choice,

Racked by the pain of my doubt;

But in your eves | think | sce

The road that 1 must take.

Mow, if you walk from the silent stone bridge
As far as the first crossroads, and stand there,
Do vou feel that painful inability to decide?
Three times | have been halted there.

And forced to whisper "0 Christ, protect)

Not knowing whether my pain is Tor mysell
Or for some other unhappy spirit.

Onee it came by a great whiplash without sound.
Once by a scaring shock to my ribs,

Like o phantom dagger shuddering into my side.
Once it was like & torch Mame exploding,

Into blinding light in my lace.

Three times. always at that first crossroads,
Mover mllogether the same. but with one effect.

I &m still entangled in the mesh of indecision.
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THE HIDDEN GIANT

The year is 1994, A great change i coming over our
mother earth —both polar ice-caps have begun to melt, so
causing a large percentage of the world's popalation 1o seek
refuge on Alpha, a superbly designed and constructed eity
on the moon. On surveying this sanctuary, one's first im.
pression is of a multi-legged insect: the central dome
resembles the body and the branching out corridors the
inseei’s legs. The base is man's last hope to enable him to
start o new and better world after the threatening floods
have subsided,

I shall stop here, becawse the story | am going to tell is not
one of man’s yearning (o return to his true home, but of the
men that have remained; the scientists, and one scientist in
particular, Jud Morgan.

Morgan has for many years been stodying and making
records of the erratic movements of the North Polar lee-cap.
It was less than week ago when he and his team discovered a
large volcana-like hole right at the Pole. This mysierious
hole was uncovered afler a week of bliezards during which
they were not able 0 move out of their lange Terramedule (a
dome-shaped craft “‘anchored™” in one place by the lines of
magnetism running from one Pole to another). After the
blizzards, Morgan, four members of his team. and Rog, a
humanoid android, set oul. They travelled in & craft of an
unusual design. Its body lay at the apex of three long legs,
each of which ended in a large metal “spoon.” These spoons
enabled the ship to land safely on snow or ice. A transparent
plastic dome covered the flier, allowing a full circle of vision.
When Morgan spotted the forebeding hole rising out of the
foods he immediately contacted base and asked if any
strange readings had come in. There were some during the
snow-storm, the Mood level had dropped sharply, leaving this
onee snow-covered wolcano towering above the waters.
Statistics about dimensions and approximate age were made
during the next few days. and then Morgan decided to lead
an expedition to the bottom of the dead glant.

The trek (o the bottom was long and tedious, but when
they finally did resch their destination they discovered that
the volcano had numerous small eaves dotted along its lower
slopes. The team searched the caves for days, finding
nothing very important, but then about 4 week and a half
after their first penetration they came across something
remarkable.

Geoffrey Hooper, an old frend of Morgan's, had by
chance focused his head-light on a small crack in one of the
lower caves. There, beyond the crack was o huddling figure,
huddled the way it had done at itx moment of death.

Morgan and Hooper immediately began to free the half-
huried figure from its long prison. The task was made more
difficult by the hard rock that stood between them and the
ancient prisoner,

After a while ihey uncovered an arm and a hand. The hand
had a curious double palm. From cach palm protruded four
opposed fingers. They were withoul nails.

“It's not human,"” declared Morgan. He turned round to
Rog and tapped in a question. The answer was mechanical
and tonebess.

“On the Continent of Antartica, before the loe came,
evolution may have followed a path of its own. Being
isolated, it may have dew special life forms, as
Australia did. They would all have been wiped out when the
snows fell.”
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Hooper paid litthe attention 1o the robot’s answers, and
continued cutting and shovelling his way through the rock
and soil. Finally the whole body was uncovered and both
men lifted it out carcfully. Two great protruding eyes stared
up at them, balanced over a thin cat’s mouth, The skin was
motibed like a frog's, although that could have been an effect
of dirt and age. The elfect was less horrific than totally alien.

They took in more details, Withered evelids were drawn 1o
cither side of the staring eves. Hooper, pointed 1o them.

**No man or beast has ever been born with eyes that do not
close with a vertical movement. Whatever we've found, this
creature is not of Earth, Jud.”

All of a sudden the corpse sprang up and took off out of
the cave.

“Rog. get after it and catch 1! screamed Morgan, When
they emerged from the cave they saw Rog entangled with the
creature, but it looked as i it had caught Rog. The robot
stood still, not uitering 8 word,

“Can you hear me, Rog?” asked Morgan, " Are you o.k. 7"

The robot made no answer; il continued to stand tran-
sfixed. Morgan undid his jacket, drew his revelver, and
advanced. He was within a few paces of the robot when it
spoke.

“The thing it not alive. It is a machine-like mysell. Now
that it understands that we are rational beings. it will speak
with us.”

“How does it know English?” questioned Hooper.

“It kearnt it from me,” replied the robot, “The process
took it about fiftcen milliseconds.”

“Where do you come from?" asked Morgan obviously,

“From Venus. The people of Venus made androids of
their own likencss, ta help them build and organise n world,
When civilisation was young, there came a Heat Age. We
built eralt to carry the Venusians and ourselves from our
rapidly heating plant. For the first time we were confronted
with the mystery of space. We landed on Earth and settled at
the temperate North Pole. a pleasantly mountainous region
stocked with spruce forests that swept down to the sea, and
teeming with game, mainly deer of many kind. We aliens did
nol realise when the loc Age was coming, we merely thought
it usual on Earth. Then the blizzards came, and grew in
strength and anger, until there was an everlasting winter.
This buried our masters and ourselves.”

Jud Morgan nodded, unhaoked his radio and said calmly:
“"Hello, Morgan expedition, we've got something that might

interest the rest of you L . HT.LG.

SCRIPTURE UNION

Throughout the year the Scripture Union continued to
hold weekly meetings in the school chapel. Although we were
able to offer & widely varied programme, the numbers at-
tending were less encouraging than in previous years. We
sincerely hope that this year the attendance will be im-
proved, and that this will be taken as an invitation o aill
those who are interested to attend. They will, we think, find
it @ rewanding experience.



AGONY OF AN ACTOR

Tt was three o'clock in the afternoon, The theatre was now
empty and the stage bare, but in 2bout four hours the place
would be full of activities, with an audience waiting eagerly
for the cvening's performance. The theatre was of orental
design, with draperies of erimson. Gilded heads of elephants
smiled down wpon the stage and the panels on the ceiling
depicted Indian youths playing gentle music. The front of
the balcony was of rich ornate plasterwork and the boxes on
either side were decorated with beautifully carved columns
and statueltes.

Bul below this scene of wealth and richness were the
orchesira’s changing reoms and prop rooms. In the latter
was a sea of equipment, moch of it covered with a thick layer
of dust, There was a moth-eaten ass's head from “A Mid-
summer Night's Dream,” a cow’s costume, very threadbare,
from the pantomime, some massive crinoline dresses, back-
cloths, with their paint now faded through years of wear,
draped over piles of furniture. a poop deck from ""H.M.S.
Pinafore” covered in cobwebs and packed with woodworm,
and stacks of other props from performances of the past.

Between the masses of forgoiten props walked a sad
figure. He had only onc arm and the emply sieeve of the
other was turned inside his jacket. He also had a wooden leg.
which stood out straight and still whenever he walked, and
made o hideous creaking moice. The man always had o
make a great effort to get up and always groaned as he did
so. His face was marred by a deep. livid scar right down his
left cheek and the skin on the rest of his face was pale and
badly burned in several places. His eyes were decp and
sunken and his thin lips, when opened, showed o mouth with
many missing teeth. His hair was dark and grey and his
whole head resembled a battered skull.

His tale was a pitesus one. Years ago he had been a fine
actor, and was highly acclaimed. usually plaving dignified or
chivalrous parts. But one fateful night there had been o fire
at his home and he had been horribly bumt and barely
escaped with his life. And now he wandered around the city.
a lonely and forgotten figore dressed in a shabby black
taileoat.

He moved aimlessly aroand the theatre and went up to the
scats in the gods, looking down from that high point on the
stage, the scene of many former triumphs for him, He looked
into the dressing-rooms, and remembered the sense of
exhilaration he used to feel after n performance. Then he
caught sight of his scarred face in the mirror. Life had
become a burden for him. and no longer could he derive any
enjoyment from it. He covered his face with his hand and
uttered a long shout of agony and sorrow. His heart was
filled with bitterness.

His thoughts moved on 10 the evening’s performance, in
which the woman he loved was playing. But since his ac-
cident he could no longer bring himsell to go and talk (o her.
He so dearly loved her and every night he weni to see her
perform. He could not go on like this forever, eternally
wanting her, but never able to meet her. What was the use of
it anyway? He was in a state of acule depression and a
torment of anger and love raged inside him.

Time wore on and the theatre began to fill with people.
Respectable gentlemen, dressed in top hats and tails, and
ciderly ladies in furs, took their places in the boxes. Then, at
precisely cight o'clock, the laughter and talking died down
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a3 the orchestra took up their overture with vigour. Silence
reigned throughout the theatre as the rich velvel curiain
went up and the opera started. Soon the sudience were
clapping the end of the first Act. They became more and
more enthusiastic as the performance went on, and a young
female singer caprured their hearts. She sang beautifully and
moved everyone walching with different  emotions —
happiness, sorrow, memories or joy, In the closing scene,
when she has found her lover dead. she sang so pitifully
that several of the audience were moved to tears. And when
shie wok her bow, roses and Nowers showered onto ths stage;
a wave of enthusiasm swept through the baleony, stall and
boxes, with criex of “Encore! Encorel” rising from every
point of the theatre,

The clapping and cheering lasted a full three minutes, but
for one desolate figure ai the back, it was too much, He was
overcome by joy, as he loved the beautiful singer more than
ever before, but he was conguered by gref, as he could never
speak to her. He limped out of the theatre.

He made his way towards the bridge opposite the
building’s grand facade, and after 3 moment's hesitation,
leapt into the river, giving up his life. which had been wo
burdenseme (0 him, in its muddy water. L McK.

DEATH

I look out at the black night outside,

Where all seems still, deathly still.

I see nothing, just darkness and emptiness,
The silence is total, overpowering.

And | feel mysell being pulled into ir

I fight, vainly and terrified. for a moment.
And then | am released.

I force my eyey away from it,

But still the silence is present all the time.

I look into the fire. its contragting brighiness,
Hurting my eyes.

Hut soon, accustomed, | stare, wide-eyed.

And o feoe appears in the red-hot embers.

It transfiaes me. | cannot miove,

Amazed at s radiance and beauty.

I can see nothing else.

It forces me slowly, painfully,

Into the dark and bottomless chasm.

My resistance tolally drained by it

MNothing matters now. it's no good.

Slowly the brightness around me lessens,

And the face, brighter than ever. amiles.

A torfucas smile, and it terrifics me.

I try to move away, to scream for help,

But no ery comes, and | feel myself cnmeshed,
It pulls me further and further into the chasm.
Ever smiling, nearer it comes, bigger and bigger.
I fali. totally heipless, further into its power
Ever smiling: then it stops, and disappears.
And 1. too, stop falling and am still

All that remains is the darkness. And the silence.

D.P.CCK.



EASTER IN THE

We got up at 6 am. on the Saturday term ended, vnly
to find that no breakfast had been prepared for us. Stopping
only 1o drag John Richardson from his bed. we reached
Larne despite our hunger and thirst, and thanks to the
skillul driving of Mr. Hulme in the mini-bus.

The erossing and the rest of the journcy were uneventful,
On the first day we decided (o climb Skiddaw, but un-
fortunately we had to give up only a shont distance from the
summit because of the blizzard condition: only for John
Richardson being caught in mid-Night by Ashley Taggart, he
would have been blown away! S0 we retreated to the comfort
of Keswick.

On the next night. which was spent at Helvellyn Youth
Hostel, it snowed deeply, and on Monday we could do no
more than elimb up to a col below Helvellyn, That night was

LAKE DISTRICT

spent at Windermere Youth Hostel where the chief feature
was the spirit and determintion with which Guy Handley,
abened by Alistair Drennan and Simon Baird. offered help
to every Girl Guide west of Leeds!

The next day we were able 1o reach the wind-swept
summit of Great Gable, and the following night proved to us
that Barrowdale could truly boast of being the weltest olace
in Grear Britain (taking over from Fermanaghi).

On Wednesday, after testing the navigational skills of
Messrs. Storrs and Armstrong, we went to Ambleside and
Coniston for cups of tea and Kendal mint-cake. On the last
day we climbed the Langdale Pikes, and on the way down the
sun came cul and we were able (o sec for the first timeé in the
week where we had been climbing! Nevertheless, the week
was enjoyable and well worth while. D.P,

CAREERS

‘A" Levels

Life has changed quite dramatically since the bevinning of
this century and the opportunities open to young people on
leaving school are now numerous. The old determining
factors of birth. money, soclal status carry little weight.
Other factors are now much more important and can be
summarised as follows: —

1. Education is now widespread and available for all.
There is a free choice of career with equal epportunity for
all,

2 In an increasingly sophbilicaled socicty carcer op-
portunities are abundant,

1, Ability, qualifications, character and personality are
now the deciding fuctors,

This trend has obviously pul much greater emphasis on
the attainment of ‘A" levels. It means that "A" levels are
much more crucial than they were even len yoars ago.
Without *A" levels very many opportunities will remain
unattainable. Many employers. quite understandably. take
the view that the best posts should go to the best qualified.
and so your ‘A’ levels will bring within reach a range of
careers not open 1o thowe with lesser qualifications.

Of course, an "A’ level in any particular subject 15 nol
going 1o make anyone an experl — guite often an ‘A’ level
will have no immediate practical value. "A" Jevels will not
qualify you 1o build bridges, 1o design space craft or (o run
an accountanty business. They will however open the door 1o
further education and to professional training for many
oceupations. They are @ very good indication of your future
potential — they are a means whereby Universities and
Colleges., and employers can choose these in whom they are
prepared fo invest their money and their time. Therefore,
their impontance cannot be stressed enough, A broad range
of oppormunities and a wide variety ol choice are the
privileges and the rewards for those who study consistently
and conscientiously in the Sixth Form and are successful in
their "A” levels.

LD G.K.

Good Advice

In a day and age when much [ip service is paid to coun-
sclling and guidance in school and in the community, and
when men pride themselves in their up-to-date techniques, it
is perhaps wise to remind ourselves of some very good advice
wrilten many centuries ago and found in the Book of
Ecclesiasticus (ch 37 v 7-16k —

“Every counsellor says his own advice is best,
but some have their own advantage in view,
Beware of the man who offers advice,

and find oul beforchand where his interest les.
His adviee will be weighted in his own favour,
and may tip the scales agninsd you.

He may say, 'Your word is clear,”

and stand aside to see whal happens.

Do not consult a man who is suspicious of you,
or reveal your inlentions to these who eavy you.
Mever consult a woman about her rival,

or 4 coward abour war,

a merchant about & bargain,

or a buyer about a sale,

a skinflinl about gratitude.

or a hard-hearted man about a kind action,

an idler about work of any sort,

2 cazual labourer about finishing the job,

or a lazy servant aboul an exacting task —

da nol turn to them for any advice.

Rely rather on a god fearing man,

whom you know 10 be a keeper of the commandments,
whose interests are like your own,

who will sympathise if you have a set back.

But alwo trust your own judgment,

for it is your most reliable counsellor,

A man's own mind has sometimes a way of telling him more
than seven walchmen posted high on a tower.
But above all pray to the Most High,

1o kecp you on the straight moad of truth.

Every undertaking begins in discussion,

and consultation precedes every action.”
LDG K.
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PHYSICS

We publish below an article on Physics written by George
Harvey with help from The Institute of Physics and
published in the magarine “School Leaver.” We hope that all
those who sre studying the sciences will read the article
carefully. noting the opportunities that are available and
that they will fully understand and appreciate the value of
studying the subject conscientiously with a view to their
future careers.

It is the variety of jobs open to the physicist that persuades
many to continue with their physics education and try for a
further qualification after leaving school. Just consider this
Tist:

1. Education.

Teaching in schooks, colleges, universities. polviechnics
2. Publishing:

A Physicist who s interested in writing and has the ability
0 communicale may move into fields such as technical
writing, scientific journalism, publishing or library and
information work, After all, most manufacturers need
leaflets and brochures advertising and informing potential
cugtomers about their products. and most manufactured
products need an Instruction manual to help the user to
operate the machine. The complexity of many modern in-
struments means that sales representatives must necessarily
hive a good command of the science underlying the
operation of the equipment on offer.

Communication skills are essential for scientific jour-
nalism — whether in reporting new developments. con-
ference proceedings, etc.. or the editing and publishing of
scientific journals or books.

Mo scientist can possibly keep up-to-date with all the
relevant literature in his/her field without the help of a
specialist in information work. A Physicist who is intercsted
In the dissemination and retrieval of information can help
rescarch scientists in his establithment by preparing ab-
stracts of precis of relevant articles, or by developing a
computerised storage and retrieval system of articles and
literature as @ back-up for other research interests,

3. Industry:

This area s seemingly endless. You may find yoursell
working in Oil, Enginecring, Computing. Acrospace, Food,
the Chemical Industry, the Building and Construction
Industry and 50 on. To deal adequately with this section
wiuld require a book in itself. Physics is a too! exsential to a
wide number of industries. Industry emplovs around 40% of
the qualified physicists within the UK.

4. Research:

The research councils are government sponsored bodies
whose primary lunction ks to encourage and support national
rescarch in science and technology. They provide grants for
research projects in universitics and they also have a number
of rescarch establishments of their own.

5. Telecommunications:

The two major employers in this area are the BBC and the
Post Office,

. Medical Physies:

Has developed greatly in recent years. For example you
might be working with clectronic equipment 10 study the
patterns of clectrical activity in the brain lelec-
troencephalography) or the heart (electrocard iographyl.

7. Computing: 4. Meteorology: 9. Archacology:

Involvement with methods of dating archasology material
ix just one aspect.

10, Encrgy:

We must [imt sccept that the only current sources of
cnergy which will mect our present and future needs arc
coal, oil, gas and nutiear materials. 11 s therefore vital that
we use these in the most efficient manner possible. There is
scope for improvement in the way in which we wse these
valuable resources, o you may well find yoursell engaged in
effors to find more efflicicnt methods of energy production,
transmisshonand use of these materialy, In some areas il may
prove possible (o make use of other energy sources, so you
may find yoursell applying your knowledge of solid-state
clectronics amd optics 1o make more efficient cells (or
converting solar energy. You could investigate ways of using
tidal or wind power, or of harnessing the power of the waves

The list could go on and on, but at least this has tried to
give some idea of the scope available for the qualified
physicist.

The Educational sector remains a major emplover of
physicists; many of those qualified in physics spend much of
thetr time in teaching at one level or another. The emphasis
is predominantly in secondary and tertiary education. but
maore altention is now being paid to the necd for science
teaching in primary schools.

Qualifieations

ONC In sclences — A two-yenr day relense and evening
course covering basic physics, basic chemistry and basic
mathematics in both years. with some specialisation in one
of these in the sccond year.

OND In sclences — A two-year full-time course in physics.
mathematics, chemistry, biclogy and an optional subject. In
the second year, two of the subjects are siudied as major
subjects and two as minor,

TEC Qualifcations — A varicty of courses administercd
by the Technician Education Council.

HNC In spplied physics — A two-year day release and
evening course in physics. applicd physics, mathematics and
general studies.

HND in applied physics — Both two-year fullstime or
three-year sandwich courses are available. The subjects
studied are physic, applied physics. mathematics, related
fields of study and general studies.

BSc Honours/ BSc Genersl — Normally a J-year full-time
course, providing a balanced study of physies and other
appropriste  subjects, mathematics being invariably in-
cluded.

Sandwich Degrees — Sandwich degree courses follow
cither a two-year university. onc-vear industry. one-year
universily patlern or an alternating pattern of six months in
industry, six months in university.

Graduste Examinatlon — Courses for the Graduateship
Examination of The Institute of Physics require either one
year's Tull-time or two years' part-time study following the
award of one of a range of qualifications. This gualification
is widely recognised as the equivalent to an honours degree
in physics.

MSec — Usually cither a one-year Tull-time or two-year
pari-lime course. Normally a research degree taking abowt
years (ulltime study.

What sort of training might you receive? Any physics
qualification is a marvellous training in analytical reasoning
and relating theory (o practical experiments. And of course
at the end of your studying your numeracy should have
improved, oo,
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“ickie Henderson (L 1930-40) iv one of the moat cx-
perienced hydro-clectric construction engineers in the world
today. After a number of years in Canada, working maostly
on the design and construciion of paper mills. he spent 10
years in Pakistan on a hydro-eleciric project. Now Mr.
Henderson lives in Brazil and is ot present engaged, in the
interior of Brazil, on what is probably the biggest hydro-
electric scheme ever underiaken.”” IMPARTIAL
REPORTER.

"George Emo (M 19%3-70), who obtained o PhD in
Geology from Trinity College. Dublin, after 1aking an
honours degree in Geology at Manchester University, is at
present working for an American mineral exploration
company in Limerick. He has carried out research on rock
formations in Clare and Galway which has been recognised
and published by the Royal Irish Academy.” IMPARTIAL
REPORTER.

“Tim McNeill (M 1962-67), after serving with Guinness
for four years in the Cameroons, is now director of Guinness
Hong-Kong, where the sales of stout are increasing rapidly,
in spite of competition from more than 50 beers, some of
which come from China and America, Sales are helped by a
beliel in some quarters that Guinness is an aphrodisiac, and
babics should be washed in it to give them vitality!

Tim is also secretary of the St. Patrick’s Society, which has
250 members, twice-weekly social functions and a Ball in the
Hilton Hotel on Mareh 17th. IRISH TIMES.

“In the game against the All Blacks. the North of Scotland
breakaway. Tony Ingle-Finch, (L 1966-72) did his reputation
no harm at all. A man of many clubs and about as many
countries, Ingle-Finch was born in Falmouth, educated at
Portora Royal School. Enntskillen, and has played for
Boroughmuir, Highland, Morth of Ireland, Edinburgh, and
the MNorth Midlands.” SUNDAY TELEGRAPH 3.12.78

*“Foanded by 51. Molaise in the bth century. Devenish wias
on the pilgrim’s route o 51 Patrick’s Purgatory a1 Lough
Derg. The round tower, the best masoned one in Ireland, has
a singular feature, the human mask over each of the four top
windows. These were drawn in detall by Wakeman early in
the last century and he was assisted in his task by a young
Poriora schoolboy, William Wilde. who later became famous
as an antiguary, a medical man, and the father of Oucar
Wilde.

“gy, Molaise is remembered, among other things, for
delivering judgement en Columcille: after the Battle of the
Books he ordered that he should deliver as many souls from
punishment as had been led to destruction in the battle. He
also advised him to remain in perpetual exile from Ireland.
S0 lona followed., and the whole Irish missionary
movement,” 1IRISH TIMES 17.10.78.

“Young Beckett was sent to Portora, which he does not
seem Lo have liked much in spite of being a star bowler there.
He went to Trinity in 1923 and seemed set for a brilliant life
there uatil he went as ‘lecteur” for the years 1928340 at the
Ecole Normale Supericure in Paris. That was the end of
Trinity and Dublin for the clever young smdent: he finally
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sctiled in Paris in 1937, and he is there yet. His biography by
Deirdre Bair shows him to be an intensely shy and
vulnerable man, with a kind heart, possessed of great
honesty and lirmness of purpose: a good friend and no one's
enemy. One must salute an artist who has made so many
sacrifices for what he believes to be the truth in him: he has
never compromised.” IRISH TIMES 16.9.79

“The Fermanagh Mile, sponsored by John J. Sloan & Sons
Led attracted entries from all over the North-West of
Ireland, It wos run during Enniskillen Festival Week*at
Fermanagh Lakeland Forum's outdoor track. The winner
was Marcus Harvey of Portora Royal Schoal, who carlier this
year won the “Superstar” competition. The runner-up was
William Cooper, Liam MeDermott of North Leitrim was
third and John Hunter of the Queen’s Dragoon Regiment
was fourth, The Fermanagh Mile Shield and prizes were
presented by Malcolm Sloan (L 1960-70" IMPARTIAL
REPORTER.

SATURDAY NIGHT
IN THE CITY

The first houses of the cinemas empty, just as
The elass-dilferent audience for the theeatre beging 10 arrive.

The stalls, for-coated, are there jusi so as (o sy they've been;
The jeans and sweat-shirts go to observe, discuss —and
chew,

In the foyer the former go through the coat routine.
And check for chocolates. cigareties and spectacles.

Behind the steamy glass two doors away, a lew hard men
Devour their Mishand chipsand taunt the waitresses.

Along the street the smooth professionals in Fiats
Take golden girds to parties in the suburbs,

Another kind are heading lor the park
In beat-up vans —and love among the spanncrs.

The bus-queues huddle patient, sickly in orange light:
A lonely drunk wheels into them. begging their pardons.

A gang of denimed teenagers siraggles past
Searching for some enterprise that costs them nothing,

The spangled rhythm of the city beats
A similar pattern. night afier Saturday night.

From my bus home, in o corner [ sec
A man bleeding after a brawl. Wheels. Engines.

A baby screams with toothache. | shul my ears and cyes
And wait impatiently for the silence alt  entertainment.



THE PRODIGAL SON

It was a cold, wet and windy evening in November, out in
the wilds of the Scontish Highlands, when a lonely gentleman
appeired at the door of Kathy MacDonald's old house on
the hill, The year was 1878, and the date, 24th November,
exactly 10 years 1o the very day since Mrs. McDonald's only
son had left home,

The old lady who opened the door to allow the gentlemen
in, was dressed in an old tweed skirt and a very heavy
woollen sweater, with a purple shawl draped around her
neck, Once inside, she inquired about the visit of this
unknown man, who was a stranger in these parts. He replied
that he had a long story to tell her.

“Then it's best we sit down,” said Mrs. MacDonald. She
directed the man over towards the large armchair next 1o the
turf fire, burning vigorously in the corner of the room. The
room was lit only by candles, of which there were very few,
and the old widow had to screw her eyes up in order to obtain
a better view of the man's facial appearance. When he
had come into the light of the fire, The
nldwnmmgupndhhumt.ﬂlthumthe
face before.”” Could it be? Mo, surely nol. Had her son
returned?” She could see the likeness between this young
man and her almost forgotten son. It suddenly dawned on
her that it was on this night. exactly ten years ago, her son
had left the house in a hurry. Three men had come and
taken him away without explanation. He did not even have
time to gather up his belongings. The four of them left on a
coach, bound westwards, and Mrs. MacDonald had never
seen her son aguin,

What had happened in those ten years: young limmy
MacDanaki was not going 1o tell his mother. The fact was
that Jimmy had been escorted by boat to Ireland, There, he
met his father, who had supposedly been drowned at sea o
number of years before while retuming to Scotland. It took
Jimmy by complete surprise. He. like everyone else, had
believed the report of his father's death, But why had his
fuhﬂdl;ul returned? What was the reason for his staying in
Irelan

Jimmy's father was called Patrick, and he had & number
of relations in Ireland. During the 1840's, these relatives
headed a group of republicans engaged in a revolt against
British rule in Ircland. Patrick MacDonald had gone over to
Ireland to help them in their fight. Twenty years later, few of
his relations remained alive, and the movement was losing
both initiative and support. It was then that Patrick had sent
some of his followers to bring Jimmy over to Ireland (o help
him. There was a special job which had to be done: an
assassination, . Jimmy. contrary to his will, was assigned to
do this job,

A year later, the assassination took place, and shortly
afterwards, Jimmy's Tather was imprisoned and eventually
exccuted for it. Jimmy thought it wise to leave Ireland, and
s0 he escaped a few days later.

Mow, ten years older, Jimmy had returned to his mother.
He beganr “telling his mother a false story, not admiting who
he was, but the more Mrs. MacDonald looked at him, the
more she was convinced that he was her son, Jimmy could
hold on no longer, and finally came oot with the truth; that
he was who she thought. The old woman was
aver come and cried with  joy.  She  agked
questions apout wnere ie had gone, bul the answers she
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received were fictitious. Jimmy remained loyal to his father
and kept his promise never to tell of the happenings of those
ten years or that he had been with his father. It did not

G.

matter now; 8 missing son had come home.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Historical Society continues 1o flourish under the
Chairmanship of Mr. Robertson. This year the Soclety was
visited by three noteworthy speakers. Mr. Hugh Dixon, of
the Ulster Archifectural Heritage Society. spoke on
“Buildings and architecture in County Fermanagh." This
lecture was extremely well ilustrated with slides. At the end,
Mr. Nixon had a quiz on buildings in Ulster, which was won
by C. D. €. Armstrong, who displayed remarkable
knowledge for one <o young,

In the Easter term. Dr. Kenneth Ward of the N.U.U.
delivered a lecture on “Propaganda”, He illustrated this
with political posters taken from the 1920's and 1930's, and
with inter-war newsreel material. Finally. the Socicty was
visited by James White T.D. Mr. White is an Old Portoran.
He refated his days at Portors, and described the school as
he remembered it then, Mr. White went on 1o describe how
he became interested in politics. and the life and work of a
Dublin T.I).

As usual, all these meetings were well attended, and the
Historial Socicty continues to be one of the maln cenires of
cultural life in the school.

M. H. P.
The programme for the 1979-1980 season of meetings has
now been completed. It includes perhaps the maost

distinguished lixt of guest speakers since the Society was
inaugurated twelve years ago.

In the Christmas Term, the Society is to be visited by The
Right Hon. J. Enoch Powell P.C., M.P. in Scptember The
visitors for November are Dr. Garrett Fitzgerald and Mr.
Hugh Leonard, Mr. Leonard has a new play appearing in the
Dublin Theatre Festival in October. It is hoped that o party
will go down 1o se¢ this play before the playwright visits

THE GATEWAY CLUB

Another year has passed in which members of the sixth
form have been actively involved in helping Mrs. Robertson
at the Gateway Club meetings in Enniskillen. This is a
society for mentally handicapped people who live in the area

Once a fortnight this group of mentally handicaped
people aged between 14 and 45 years old, and all with
varying degrees of mental disability, come together and
enjoy two hours of fun, They derive immense satisfaction
from doing simple things that we take for granted. A typical
evening might include watching cartoons, dancing to music,
playing simple board games. The evening ends with tea and
biscuits, followed by songs from individual members.

Thosz whe have attended these meetings in the past year
have enjoyed the company of members like Liam and
Eugene, not forgetting Carmel. who sings Tulips of
Amsterdam 3o well. The Portora boys who have helped
regularly at these meetings are A. Hicks. K. Corrigan, 5.
Wilson. G. Sharma, B. Dunlop and P. Moxs. 5. B W,






MUSIC NOTES

The highlight of the Christmas Term was our Service of
the Nine Lessons and Carols held in the Cathedral on the last
day of term. This again proved 1o be a successful event and
one in which the school can take pride. being as it were, on
show to the general public.

The choir-stalls in the Cathedral hold fifty singers but
with a little rearranging, we were able to accommodate 120
boys — surely a record for this occasion? i

Musically, there were many highpoints in the service,
The opening procession was exceplionally tidy and well
ordered, and the solo verse of ‘Once in Royal. David's City'
exceilently rendered by a treble from G.H. Other moments
which stood oot were the lusty singing in “Good King
Wenceslas,” the quiet, simplicity of * Away in a Manger," and
the blowy brass in “Tres Magi de Gentibus™ The new
cymbalsi2 feet in diameter) were well and truly broken in by
Michael Moore, whose skilful ad-libbing enhanced many of
the carols, We were delighted to welcome Jonathen Kille
hack as condoctor for the congregational carols and he also
took the burden of some of the organ work from Mr
McBride's shoulders. The general concensus was thet this
was @ fitting climax to the term.

Brass Ensemble

As well as preparing for the Carol Service. some of the
members ook time off to play in the school pantomime, and
enjoyed themselves thoroughly. To be able to accompany
musically the antics of Messrs, Robertson, Noble and Pratt
was an experience well worth repeating. The music ranged
from ‘Mars, the bringer of War," to “Star Wars"” and the
"'Pink Panther.” The overtures were fun to play, but Stirling
should be made aware that an interval usually lasts at most
10 minutes and not 30. We have heard, from a reliable
source, that he was gainfully employed during the period,

Celebrity Recital

Half-way through the Summer Term we were delighted
to welcome three musicians from England making their first
appearance in Ireland, They were James Firth, piano; Alan
Watkinson, tenor; and Micheel Broome, baritone. All three
are well known in the north of England, and presented a
delightful programme of songs and instrumental items. The
evening covered a8 wide range of material, from early songs
by Purcell, through Mozant and Beethoven to Vaughan
Williams and Michael Head.. In all the solo songs, the
artistry of the performers shone through, particularly in
items such as “Linden Lea’ and ‘Lavender Pond.” We also
had the pleasure of an operatic section, with such gems as
“Your Tiny Hand &8 Frozen™” and the duct from “"The
Pearlfishers.™ All in all. an excellent eveniing’s en-
tertainment and well worth 2 second visit, As we go to Press
we are awaiting the arrival of the Netherlands Saxophone
Quartet, the Esterhazy Trio, and Genesis (not the Genesis
this is Mary McKee and Co., but equally interesting!),

The Summer Concert
This was the most varied and successful of all the
summer term concerts in recent years, In addition to the
Brass Ensemble, there were solos, both choral and in-
strumental, and & small choral group of excellent singers,
imported from the town by W Mc B, The Brass items came
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from the Baroque Era, and were performed with an ex-
cellence of tone and skill that has not been heard for some
time. Notable among these pieces was Zingarelll's Adagio
and Allegro, Gabrieli's Carzona and Susato’s La Mourisgue,

Trevor Stirling’s elarinet solos, including the Adagio from
Mozart’s Clarinet Quintet, were excellently played.

The chamber group’s performances of Brian Boro's
March and Annie’s Song were delightful, Perhaps the mosi
exciting moment was the final item —a demonstration of the
intricate art of Campanology by Stalf Yolunteers — Pratt,
Smith, Northeidge and Neill. As is well-known, the latter arc
not renowned for their musical ability. though Mr. Smith
does play an anvil. and Mr. McBride deserves the utmost
credit for turning such an unruly and motley collection of
talent into a harmonious group —albeit for two picces. Their
reperioire may be limited but they did perform in 4 (or was it
5) part harmony!

The nastiest comment after one of the clarinet solos came
from a member of the audience, who said, “Now | know
what the proverh means —It's and ill-woodwind that nobody
blows any good.”

TENNIS

This was, on the whole, a disappointing season. We en-
tered only a Senior team for the Schools’ Cup, and we had
great hopes of doing well, as the team was showing much
promise. Unfortunately the playing of the Cup coincided
with the teachers’ strike in May, and all our Cup matches
but one were cancelled. In the one maich that we dig play,
we travelled to Friends' School, Lisburn. and a very close
contest finished at 3 matches each, but victory went to
Friends' by 45 games to 41,

Laterin the term we played Coleraine A.L ina friendly
and won by 4 matches to 2 — a very pleasing result. As
usual, our last match was a very enjoyable one against the
0ld Boys, won fairly easily by the latier,

This year it is hoped to see more enthusiasm from
Intermediates and Juniors. Now that we have so many girls
in the schoal, there might soon be o possibility of a girls'
team, too; we look forward to it, The Senior Chimpionship
was won by Marcus Harvey, who beat Paul Morrow o a very
close final 8-6, 5-7, 6-3.

C.C.F. NOTES

The annual camp was at Cultybraggan in Perthshire,
which is famous for its role as a P.O.W. camp during the last
war. More recently it has been used as location for the film
“The McKenzie Break,”

The camp included some adventure training and o
watermanship course, and, of course shooting and radio
work. We were visited by Lt.-Col M. Scott, who got a good
seore on the range in spite of badly jamming §.C.R.s.

We would like to thank Lt. Blair and 2nd Lt. Boles, as well
as 5/5gl. Tymon and Sgt. Breen. for their help, which
resulted in a very smoothly run ‘camp.



21 YEARS AT THE TOP (Part 2)

On February 25th, 1971, 1 read a paper, on behalf of the
Mathematics Depontment. o the other members of the
Staff, | made o prediction then which is explained in a
paragraph of that script. | quote:—

“There was a time when the number of *A" level entries
from this Department was usually equal to the sum of all
the ather ‘A" level entries added together. There was also a
time when a failure in Mathematics at either O or A level in
Portors was very rare indeed. In 1961 the Impartial Reporter
printed. *“100% success in Mathematics in Portora Royal
School.” Alas, those good days are over, We are now faced
with an increasing failure rate. There will be 20% failure, at
least, at O level next June (1971), and 25% next year. This
failure rate will be as high as J®% when our present Jnd
Form reach G.C.E. standard” . At was so.

At that time the profession of Mathematics teachers was
obsessed by the New Mathematics, as it was then called.
[rastic alterations had been made in the teaching of the
subject in primary, secondary and grammar schools. The O
level syllabi of Examination Boards had been changed.
“Half of it was not new at all, and half of it was nol
Mathematics.” These are the words of a Professor from the
Mew University of Ulster whio came to speak (o the grammar
schooleachers of Mathematicg mecting, whose purpose was
school teachers of Mathematics of Co. Fermanagh in 19649,
{Only 8 grammar school teachers turned up at this meeting,
whose purpose was 1o establish a liaison between school and
Linbversityl.

It is my belicf that many undedicated Mathematics
teachers had become bored with traditional teaching, and so
they were easy prey to educationalists who decided that there
must be a ‘Big Change’ Happily, the Cambridge
Examinations Syndicate offered a Mathematics syllabus C at
O level which was adopted by Portora and which seemed to
steer @ middle course, with corresponding Mathematics B
and Further Maths at A level.

1 have always felt that Mathematics is probably the most
central educational discipline in modern society. A few
mathematical equations written an paper in 1870 by James
Clerk Maxwell, relating te the behaviour of electricity and
magnetism, led 1o the great Television industry which gives
employment to thousands of people. and serves millions of
others who own radio and T.V. sets. Without Mathematics
we should not be able to listen to an orchestra playing 1000
miles away, and we should not have seen live pictures of men
walking on the Moon,

In 1978, 1 retired. In 1979 | retired again, this time from a
well known girls’ Grammar School. Having forgotten what it
was like to teach girls after 21 years of teaching boys, | was
surprised to find that it was almost a different profession. It
would be interesting to find out what co-education will be
like in Portora in the 1980%, 1 shall have to rely on mv
teaching friends to let me know.

EM.B.

THE KEG OF BUTTER

He watched the woman as she hurried across the road, her
brown package held tightly in both hands, He waited ner-
vously, wishing that she would not come to his shop. The boy
wns only new and it was a difficult job for him to run the
shop by himself, especially as he had 10 do the rationing.
Some people did not like the rationing and made rude
remarks o pretended o steal things or tried to trick him.

He trned 1o the wireless aid snapped it off angrily. The
immediate silence rather scared him and the sudden tinkling
of the bell above the door made his heart leap.

She walked slowly, daintily, on shoes which had not begn
pelished for a long time. He noticed the worn patches on her
long coal and how she tried to arrange her arms so that he
would not see. The lady placed her package on the counter.

"1 wonder,” she said, and he noticed that she had an
English accent, "I wonder if you would do me a favour.”

He saw her hands seemed 1o tremble slightly, hovering
above the brown paper. He looked at her and his eyes
questioned.

“Um, | have here some butter, quite a fot. as you zan see,”
she smiled a little on the lost few words,” but the rats have
chewed it o little about the corners and 1 was wondering
.. - . well, if you would just . . . . well just exchange
it, pat it into shape and give it to someone clse; after all,
what they don’t know ean't hurt them."”

He did not answer her but picked up the neat parcel and
carried it clumstly in one hand to the room behind. Looking
out through the small hatch, he could see clearly ber face. It
was atistocratic, he thought, but he noticed how there were

many crinkles in her upper lip, like the remains of a stage
moustache, littde dark lines radiating from each nostril, and
on the corners of her eyes, the same thing She had high
cheekbones, but he could not see the colour which should
have been there. Her nose was pointed at the tip and shone
white in the dim shop. Her teeth were even —he cogld
imagine that she had a lovely smile — but mow there was a
tinge of yellow and he knew that she must have the faded
fustiness which seemed to come with old age. The lady's hair
was rather more grey than silver and an ugly hair-net held it
down, not quite concealing a tiny pearl ear-ring which
seemed to beg him to understand.

He stooped, plunging the wide knife into the barrel of
burter; as he lifted it up, heavy with its golden load, his eves
glanced at the rat-chewed slab Iying beside him, He stopped
and left the knife standing wpright like a tombstone.
Smiling, he carefully smoothed out the marks and filled the
holes with fresh butter, then cut a nice piece of hrown paper
and wrapped up the butter as carefully as if it were a
Christmas present.

The woman smiled feebly as he handed over the clean
block. He said: ' You're right, you know, what they don't
know can’t hurt them,”

The door-bell tinkled and he guickly switched on the
wireless; some woman droned out o French-style love-song
and a strong weather-beaten labourer entered, holding a
ration card, R.LS.
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SUPERSTARS

Fermanagh’s Sporting Superstar, Marcus Harvey, from
Partora lcentrel, with Alan Bates (left) who finished second,
and Gardiner Kee, also from Portora, who was third.

The Fermanagh Superstar compelition ended with a
“¢lifl-hanger” final in Fermanagh Lakeland Forum. A win
by Portora boy, Marcus Harvey over last year's joint winner,
Alan Bates in the very last event, the obstacle course, and
gave him the necessary points to become outright winner of
the competition.

Alan Bates finished second, and Gardiner Kee, also from
Portora. finished third. Mr. Patrick Flanagan, a member of
Fermanagh District Council, distributed the prizes in front
of a large crowd in the main hall.

Marcus is an Irish and Ulster schoolboy rugby cap.

The Superstar competition in Fermanagh has now become
fieanly established as a top eveni. Sponsors have poured
money into “Superstars.” and the organisers are already
thinking about making next year's event an even bigger one,
possibly with top sportsmen from all over the provines
competing.

BADMINTON

Badminton was revived last winter and it was most en-
couraging to find so much enthusiasm, particularly among
day-boys.“There were regular games in the gym, and oc:
casionally in the Forum, and soon a team was formed, under
the captaincy of Andrew Fallis. Quite a large number of
games were played during the season and the team had a fair
measure of success, winning about half the matches, and a
great deal of enjoyment. The highlight was probably the
game against the Old Portorans, played in the Forum. It is
much to be hoped that the game will be comtinued this
winter with as much enthusiasm and skill as was shown last
season. The team was: Andrew Fallis {capt), Marcus Harvey,
Kingsley Armstrong, Alan Morton, Colin Parkinson and
Raymond Thompson, 13

NIGHT VIGIL

The whole night | sat.
Crouching. beside

One of our men

Who was butchered.

His bared tecth were
Clenched in u ghastly grin

At the full moon,

And the spread fingers seemed
To reach towards life.

While | cowered, terrified,
My thoughts kept turning
Inexorably 1o love.



ORCHIDS
IN FERMANAGH

OFall the many and varied species of plants, probably the
vrchid family excites most inlerest among both the lay
person and botanist alike, Everyone has seen pictures of the
fabuious orchids of the tropical rain forests, and heard of the
enormous prices fetched by these flowers in exelusive
London florists” shops

Fortunately we do not have to travel very far to see our
local representatives of the orchid family, Three differemt
species grow in the writer's ganden, which is largely a
reflection on the infrequency with which he mows his grass!
As it may require up o lifteen years for an orchid 1o grow
from seed (o flower, the plants obviously require o very
undisturbed habitat  and one does not have to be very
ohservant to sec that there is plenty of that in Fermanagh.
We have the unfilled limestone pastures above Derrygon-
nelly, the sandstone scarps and acid bogland in the south:
wesl of the county. endless waterlogged fields around the
many lakes. to say nothing of the shore and 365 islands of
Lough Erne.

The Early Purple Orchid is the first one 10 appear each
spring and it may be found growing under almost any
hedgebank from carly April onwards. During the summer
buth the Heath Spotted Orchid and the Common Spotted
Cirehid are abundant in the county, and the fields on top of
Knockmore are filled with tens of thousands of these mauve-
coloured plants. The sweet-smelling (ragrant Orchid is very
commuan, growing in the gravel beside the roads in Lough
Mavar Forest Park while there is dn area near Topped
Mountain where the author found several hundred Greater
Butterfly Orchids last July, Fermanagh is one of the few
places in Ireland where the Broad-leaved Helleborine is
found in any number and many grow by the lakeside paths
at Carrickreagh. In contrast, its near relative, the Marsh
Helleborine, has only been found in one place in the county.
Similarly, Twayblade is frequent in very many places, while
its delicate cousin, the Lesser Twayblade, occurs only rarely.
growing in the moss under tall twiis of heather. 1t is o real
feat to spol some of the green or white orchids as they blend
so well with their surroundings and some are very rare in-
deed. Pseudorchis Albida 1s such an orchid, but it can be
found on top of Belmore If one looks very canefully.

Why nol keep your eyes open and among other things vou
might have the good fortune to find that extraordinary plant.
the Bee Orchid, which has been recorded on the islands of
Lewer Lough Erne?

STAMP CLUB

The Stamp Club has given a few keen philatelists the
opportunity of spending an hour - a week reorganising their
stamp collections. and adding to them by means of the Swop
Shop, New members will be welcomed, especially these who
are only starting: the more members there are. the *more
opportunity there is for improving your knowledge and your
collection,

INTER-HOUSE SWIMMING SPORTS
June 1 3th, 1979,

Senlor Front Crawl — 1.8, Corrigan (C), 2. 5. Wilson
(MK, 3. 1. Preston (L)

Senlor Back-Stroke — 1. B. Corrigan (C), 2. K
Corrigan (C), 3. 5. Sliekruse (M)

Senlor 100 yds Breast-Stroke — 1.
2. B. Corrigan (C)

Senlor 50 yds. Breast-Stroke — 1.
Sheridan (M), 3. B. Corrigan (Ch
Intermediate Back-Stroke —1.

Corrigan {C) 3. L. Hoss (L)L

P. Sheridan (M);
M. Pierce (C), 2. P.

A. Corrigan (C), 2. D,

Intermediste 100 yds. Breast-Stroke — 1. D. Corrigan
(C). 2. Seoltt (L.

Intermediate 50 yds. Breast-Stroke —1, D, Corrigan (C),
2. A. Corrigan (C,

Intermediste 50 yds. Front Crawd — 1. A. Corrigan (C),
2. D. Corrigan (C). 3. M. Welsh (CL

Intermedinte 100 yds, Front Crawl — 1. A, Corrigan (C),

2. D. Corrigan (C).

Junlor Breast-Stroke — . P. Dowling (L), 2. 1. Pierce
(Ch 3. G. Roy (M),

Junlor Fromt Crawl —1,  Logan (UL, 2. D. Mahony (M),
3. L Pierce (C).

Junlor Back-Stroke — 1. P. Dowling (L}, 2. 1. Pierce
(C), 3. 1. Logan (U).

Inter-House Free-Style Relay — 1. Connacht,
. Munster, 3. Leinster.

Jilin-l!mu Medley Relay — 1. Comnacht,
R unster. 3. Leinster.

House Champlonship

51 Conmacht. To pis.  Ind Munster, 32 pls.
drd Leinster, 19 pts.  4un Ulster, 12 pts.
Individual Champlonship
Senior : B, Corrigan (Ch
Intermediate = D. Corrigan (CL
Junior ; 1. Pierce (Ch
P. Downey (L)

Hoyal Life-Saving Awards were presented fo : Tllfhll'
Instructor and Bronze Medallion, Trevor  Stirling:
Distinction Award : Paul MecAlpin, Vaughan Parker; Award
of Menit : Kingsley Armstrong, Amanda Maguire; Bronze
Medallion : John Wilson, Shaun Altekruse.

Some Muslcal quotstlons rom Porters Concem 1979

“Music was imvented to deceive and delude mankind™ —
Ephorus, 4 B.C.

"1 know only two tunes —one of them is Yankee Doodle

the other one isn’t — Ulysses 5.Grant.

“She was o town gnd country saprano of the kind used for
augmenting griel at funerals.™

1% the piano a musical instrument?”” — George Bernard
Shaow.

“Beethoven sounds to me like the upsetting of a bag of
nails. with here and there o dropped hammer alse” —John
Ruskin,

“Wagner's music is better than it sounds."

*1 think popular music is one of the few things in the
twenticth century, that has made giant strides in reverse” —
Bing Croshy,

“A German singer? | should as seon  expect to get
pleasure from the neighing of my horse™

“(ipera is where the guy gets stabbed in the back, and
instead of bleeding, he sings.”



1979 HEAD OF THE RIVER

The annual Head of the River race was held on Saturday.
March Itth, over the four mile downstream  course 10
Portora boathouse. There were 52 crews entered, a sufficient
number to keep the marshals and timekeepers on their tocs.
The weather was calm, a great reliel in view ol the gales
which had prevailed for the preceding few days. As the crews
launched. the weather was dry and warm, a factor which
unfortunately did not prevent the premier crew enterced from
delaying its arrival af the start most unsportingly.

However, under the directions of Major Wheeler, who has
marshalled the crews at the start since the event was
inaugurated, all crews got off 1o a good start. Neptune were
the favourites to retain the senior trophy, but they achicved
this by the margin of only 1% seconds after a tremendous
battle with Queen's. Meptune also won the senior |¥7s event,
thus making their snnual expedition to Lough Emne
thoroughly worthwhile. C.AL won the junior evenl by a
narrow margin from M.C.H. who were going well ot that
stage of the season. Queen’s won the novice V1101's and the
Ladies 1V"s. The prizes were presented by Mrs, Atken  at
the conclusion of the race. Particulsr credit is due to Dr.
Gillillan and his tcam for immaculate and very speedy
caleulation of the results — no easy task as 52 crews come
hurtling over the finishing line.

FINAL RESULTS

P Crew Time
I Neptune | 58 19.31.3 1
2 OQUB 1 58 19.328 2
1 UCG 1 S8 0003 5
4 St losephs 18 23495 13
5 DUBC 1 58 19426 3
6 CALI R 0243 6
7  LEBC 58 - -_—
& BRC | S8 19574 4
9 MCB 1 I8 20364 H
0 Old Coniem. S8 21157 30
11 Neptune 2 58 21036 10
12 KHBC 1 I8 2.5 15
I3 PR51 S8 21.17.3 13
I4 Commercial 1| 58 20333 7
15 Bann 1 J8 25068 28
16 LVBC | 58 23163 M
17 DUBC 2 NB 22088 17
18 QUB 2 N8 078 16
19 Colaiste Ign. )8 20440 9
M MNeptune 3 18 22400 24
21  RBAl 1 1B 23074 27
22 BRCIB 2L.047 11
23 CAl2 B 2,206 14
4 MCB2IR rml 19
25 KHEC 28 24.18.2 35
% PRS2 22586 26
27 MCB IS 24034 M
28 PRS 38 22518 25
29 DULBC | LA 2004 =0
M1 Neplune 4 4 21109 12

35

5| Commercial 24 22326 21
32  DUBC 34 22253 I8
RE] UG 2 4 22,399 13
M Bann 2 4 21394 12
35> BRC 3 4 23003 I8
k] DUBC 4 4 222989 X
37 LVBC 2 4 24,244 b
38 Neptune 5 4 - —
B QUB14 15315 40
40 UCBRC 1 4 13109 X
41 Tribesmen 2 4 2129 12
42  UCBC 2 4 192 44
43 DUBC 5 4 25453 42
44 CAlL 3 4 25009 17
45 RBAl 2 4 27134 47
46 DUBC & D Se¢ 5426 41
47 DUBC 7 Se 25,520 43
48 QULBC 1 L4 15277 W
49 DULBC 2 L4 26238 45
50 MCBLBC L4 ITME 48
L | UCGLBC L4 20349 46
52 DULBC 3 L4 B3R 49

BOAT CLUB REPORT
1979

The Buat Club enjoyed o moderately successiul scason in
1979. After the Championship successes and international
honours ol recent vears. the victories recorded were more
modest, but nonctheless enjovable. The Ist VI under
Brian Corngan’s captaincy won several trophics, and held
their own in senlor class competition.

The greatest win of the season was that recorded by the
Junior € (Colis) V111 in regaining the Craig Cup. A Tull
report of this, and the fortunes of all Portora crews Tollows,
Major features of the Portora, and indeed the Irish, rowing
calendar continue (0 be the Head of the Riverin March, and
the Junior Championship Regatta at Killyhevlin in June. Ii
is o matter of much pleasure that both these events enjoy
strong support in all four Provinces.

Finally before the detailed reports. the Boat Club would
like to record its deep appreciation of all the work done by
Major . T. Wheeler over the vears. An enthusiastic and
tireless task master in the gymnasium, a firm but tactiul
marshal at Heads of the Kiver and Regattas, Major Wheeler
has been o tremendous source of strength to the Boat Club
over many, many years. Generations of Portorans and
visitors 1o Portora will remember his work with affection and
decp gratitude. Al the Portora Regatta on June 29th. Major
Wheeler was presented with o specially engraved cut glass
tankard, a symbol of the deep regard in which he is held.
Major and Mrs. Wheeler will be most welcome guests in all
future vears. and the Boal Club would like to take this
opportunity to wish them many years of further happines

together.



1979 REGATTA

For the second suceessive year, Portora Boat Club was
ssked by the Amatcur Rowing Union to host the Junior
Championship cvents. This is a considerable honour. not
merely for the school, but lor Ulster. Portora s indeed
fortunate (o have an international class 1.5 metre course
available ot Killyhevlin, and a team of organisers to match
the demands of & Champienship Regatta.

I'he Championships were held on Friday and Saturday,
June 29th and 30th. The other junior class events were all
held on the Saturday, The weather. for the first time for
many vears, was decidedly unkind, 1t rained continuously lor
the larger part of both days, However, it is a remarkable
feature of the Killyheviin course that, however poor the
weather, the course remains rowable. The spirits of the
apeetators were revived by the Ballyreagh Silver Band which
played on the lawns on Sawurday alternoon, Mres. H. E
Pierce very kindly presented the prizes at the conclusion of
e Regatta,

The results on Friday were:

Junior Championship 1V's: 1st, Neptune/Commercial.
canvas: Ind. Neptune, 1%l Ind, King's Hospital, 2940; 4th
M.CB.

Championship Sculls: 1st B.R.C. (Stevens) 4l 2nd.
MOB. Ind, CAL: &th, KHB.C

The results on Saturday were!

Junior B V11 st Clonmel, 21 2nd, Portora, 41 3rd,
5t Michael's.

Championship Pairs: 1sl. Nepiune, 5; Ind, K.H.B.C.;
Il CALL

Championship Double Sculls: 1st AL, 20 2nd. B.R.C..
I; drd. Clonmel, 41; 4th, M.C.B.

Junior C VII's: 1st. M.C.B. pnd Neptune — Dead heat:
Jrd, Marist College; 4th, Colaiste lognaid.

Champienship Vi10's: Ist. 5. Michael's. 'l 2nd.
M.C.B., 15 drd, Colaiste lognaid/Portora; 4th, Neptune,

Junior B 1%'s: 151, S0 Michael's, %l 2nd, M.C.B., 1I; 2rd,
Portora; 4th, CLAL

Junior € 1V's 1st, Clonmel, Yal; Ind, Neptune, 21; 3rd,
Bann, 11; 4th, M.C.B.

Jumior I 1V's: Ist, CAL, 11 Ind, Clonmel, 1/31; Jrd,
M.C.B.; 4th, Portora,

Jumior D VTIPS st CACLL 11 2nd. Marist, canvas; Jrd.,
Portora, M; 4th, M.C.B.

Junior B Sculls: 1sy, Neptune, 21 2nd, Porora, 11: 3rd,
M.C.H.

Portora Hegatta Committee would like to express its
thanks to the 4th Co. Fermanagh Battalion L. D.R. for a very
comprehensive system of radio communications; o the
R.U.C. for comrolling river traffic; to the Fermanagh
Distriet Council for sponsoring the band: and 1o in-
numerable Governors and parents for the loan of boats and
cruisers. Their help is not merely greatly appreciated. i is
invaluable; without their willing co-operation the Regatta
could not take place,

FIRST AND SECOND Viil's

These crews trained regularly one day o week during the
Hugby season but more frequently as the Erne ‘Head” ap-
promched on 10th March, In this event, both crews acquitted

themselves guite well to finish 1 3th and Xoth. Two weeks
later the first eight travelled to Derry for the Foyle H.OR.
virly to have the event cancelled as they sat on the start amid
the mlling waves,

Returning ¢arly af the beginning of the Summer Term, the
first eight got in o lot of useful mileage in a shor space of
tme.

As several of the crew were over the age for Juniors (e
Schoolboysh the fiest VI rowed in the Senier B event at
Queen’s Regatta on Sth May bul finished several lengths
behind LLC.G and Dublin Commercial. The Senior C event
at Trinily Regatts was the nest race and here the crew was
defeated by Limenick B.C, who went on fo win the final, only
1 be disqualificd for a steering infringement.

In the Weay Cop race st Coleraine Regatta on 2nd June
the liest eight rowed an exciting race to finish just under a
length behind C.ALL Later in the day the Portora crew won
the Senior € evenl by beating both o Queen’s and a
Caleraine crew. The second V111 lost the final of the Junior
B vights o Belfast R.C,

Conditions were perfect lor Athlone Regatta and here
Portora Ist WI11 were just over o length behind the same
Limerick crew who had defeated them at Trinity, while the
second V111 finished behind Clonmel but ahead of Marist in
the Junior B cights, At Craigavon Regatta on 23rd lune,
Michael Harris woen the novice sculls, the first V111 won the
Open B eights, and a IV from (he same crew won the Senior
C IV event,

A four from the first and second eights rowed with great
skill i the championship event al Portora Regatta and
almest redched the fnal. while a composite Partors /51
lgnatius V111 finished third in the championship eights
event. Members of the second eight competed in both the
Junior B eights and fours while John Armstrong raced in the
Junior B seulls,

The lirst Y111 was D.P.C.C Kidd (Bowh, Do W, Kinley
i2; A, C. P Sheridan (3% B. D. H. Dunlop (4); 1. F. M.
Alken i5); B. F. M. Corngan (b); . A. R, Houston (7 N, W,
M. P. Harris (Strokel; N Tougher (Cox)

The second VI was D Armstrong. A, Hicks., 5. B
Wilson. 5. Baird, J. A, Armstrong, D, P. Corrigan, P. L
Reilly, C. R, L. MeCrory, 1. 5. Richardson,

Senior Colours were awarded or reawarded o J, F. M,
Aiken, B. F. M, Corrigan and M. W. M. P. Horris while
Junior Colours were awarded to 0. P, C. C. Kidd, D. W,
Kinley, A. €. P. Sheridian, B. D. H. Dunlop. D. A. R
Houston, C, B, L. McCrory, D. P, Corrigan, N, Tougher was
reawarded his cox’s cap.

1% P.C.C. Kidd is the captain for the coming season and
wi Jook forward to an enjoyable and suecesslul vear.

COLT'S V111 1978/79

The under-sixteen sgquad set itsell two ambitious yet
attainable objectives at the beginning of the winter's
training: to win the Craig Cup and to be the fastest Junior C
crew on Irish waters at the end of the schools’ rowing season,

Fully aware of the very high standards required ot this
fevel. o sguad of eleven commenvced a lengthy period of
structured and progressive winter-training. both on lund and
water. By Febroary it was clear that the boat was beginning
to move well as a result of emphasis being placed on the key
arcas of technique, stamina and strength, all of which are
developing well through long periods of “steady-state”
paddling and *furtiek™ land sessions.

b



The Erne HOR. was the first competitive event of the
year. Here the crew performed very creditably and Rnished
25th out of a ol of 52 crews of all grades, But for a very
unforunale incident at the West Bridge where & Bann crew
obstructed progress, necessitating the crew (o come to a
complete standstill, the time would certainly have come close
1w a Colt's recond,

Some measure of the degree of dedication of the crew was
evident from the serious manner in which these young
athletes trained throughout the Easter vacation. Il was
rumaured that Jonathan Anderson’s mother ‘caught the bug”
and was seen pacing her son's runs on a bicyelel

Crew selection at this stage began in earnest and com-
petition for places was keen. especially when Michael
Osbome retarned to full fitness.

Oueens’ Regatta at Casthewellan was a disappointment.
Hopes had been reasonably high for a good performance.
However, Portora rowed a scrappy race. shortened strokes
alarmingly and never achieved anything like a reasonable
rhythm. Consequently we finished four lengths behind
M.C.B.. Bann R.C. and a very efficient crew rom Neptune
R.C.. Dublin,

A race like this at the beginning of the season con either
‘make or break’ a crew of this age and experience. However.
we were determined (o treal the experence as o learning

exercise and two weeks later at Trinity Regatta the crew
began 1o show evidence of a rapid improvement and were
capable of pulting good performances in practice into the
racing sitwation. In the first round, against Neptune R.C.,
Portora were drawn on whal was a very unfavourable South
station. We held a lead of a few feet for the first guarter of
the race and then performed o well-executed “holding”
exercise on the outside of a long bend, Stroke David Storrs
showed greal resilience and skill a1 this stage and brought
his erew out of the bend still level. However the stamina-
sapping effect of the bend took its toll and sithough Storms
responded to Neptune's final spurt the crew had livtle left
and MNeptune, eventual convincing winners of the event. wan
by 143 of a length, This was a most encouraging per
formance which had reduced a four-length deficit in wo
weeks.

Al this crucial stage the crew lost stroke. Duvid Storrs,
who underwent an emergency ecar operation.  Michael
Osborne moved from Four to Stroke and his place was very
competently filled by stalwan Simon Baird, who in many
respects was unforiunate not o have secured o permanent
seat.

Al Coleraine Hegatta we drew a “bye’ to the final and lined
up against Bann R.C., who earlier had scored a convincing
win over Methody, The race was a thriller. with both crews
very evenly matched. Portora, superbly stroked by Osborne,
full of fight and determination. spurtcd magnificently at
Bann Boathouse to win by three fect.

Athlone Hegatta two weeks later saw the erew unchanged;
Storrs, not fully fit,was omitted. We were drawn against our
old rivals Neptune R.C. and Fermoy B.C.. and were unlucky
to get o bad start. Thereafter we had serious sleering
problems, lost touch and failed to cut Neptune's lead of 1%
lengths, but crossed the line two lengths ahead of Fermoy
B.C.

Mothing at thist stage was more imporiant than winning
the Craig Cup at Craigavon, a feat nof achieved by Portora
for some five years. Storrs valiantly fought his way back 1o
Tull fitness, took his place at Six, with Guy Hnndly moving o
Four, Osbhorne had been performing consistently well at
Stroke and it was decided that he should remain there,

The Craig Cup, rowed st Craigavon in beautiful sunshine,
wiis a ¢lassic, Lining up were MLC.B., Bann and Portora. All
crews started well and the lead alternated between all three,
Portora tried 1o take the initiative all the way with well timed
spurts, all of which drew devastating responses from Bann
and Methody, With 250 metres leli Portora were down by
half @ length 1o the two other crews, but the superbly it
Dsborne dug deep into his reserves and calling Tor a final
surge raised the rating magnificently; the crew responded
with tremendous power and contral to smatch a most
memorahle victary by a canvas from Bann, with M.C.B. a
further three feet behind.

The loltowing week was Portora Regatta, In retrospect the
crew had reached a physical and mental peak for the Craig
Cup and needed longer to wind down = *' reculer pour micux
santer” — belore peaking again. Consequently our rice
sgaingt Marist Athfone and 5t Ignatius’s Galway, was a
teugh assignment. With a hundred metres leli Portora had
nothing 1w effer for o sustained final spurt and lost by 1%
lengths, It was some consslation that i the final M.C.B..
whom we had defeated the previous week, dead-heated with
Neptune (o tie for first place.

It was a season, therefore, where our ebjectives were in
part realised: we won the Craig Cup and although we [ailed
to win at Portora Regatta, we were on our day among the
fastest crews in Ireland at his level, On a personal level it was
a highly rewarding and enjoyable seasen for the squad and
coach alike.

Colts colours were awarded 1o the following for 1978-79:
— A, Corrigan, M. Hewitt. 5. Baind, ). Anderson, G.
Handley, L. Ross, Do Storrs. M, Welsh, M. Osborne, A,
Drennun.

TGN,

CADET JUNIOR D) Vi1

A very large entry into the Hoat Club this vear provided
plenty of excitement. and many coaching problems During
the summer term, two Jumor 0 V11 were seen practising,
armd both these crews compeled at Portorn Regatta, The
better of the two crews also competed at three olther evenis,
Their record is as follows.

At Coleraine Regatta, the crew enjoyed their first ever race
against another Club, In the first round, they defeated (he
C.AL B’ crew by 1 lengths, The crew lost the Tinal of this
event to the Coleraine *A° Crew after a very good race. At
Athlone Regatta. Portora again lost 1o the same C.ALL Crew,
but the gap was closing,

Al Craigavon Regatta, the crew came Ird 10 CAL and
M.C.B.. beating a second C.AL crew inte fourth place.
Portora Regatta was the climax of the scason, For the first
time, @ 1V wos entered, and performed reasonably well in
holding the other crews to respectabic margins., In the eights,
the crew came second in their heat (o Athione. In the final of
this evenl. the erew came second equal with Athlone, CALL
winning. and M.C.B. coming in last. It was the hest per
formance by the crew that season, Then: are o number of
very promising earsmen in the squad who, given a little more
cxperience. should be able v do very well in Tuture years.

The A’ crew was: Stroke P Dowling, 7 T, ). Morrow, 6 ).
C. McAuley, 5 C. Eakin, 4 J. Glbson, 3 P, 1. Clarke, 2 R.
Cooper, Bow C. Welsh, Sub C, Berardi. Cox [ G. Mahony,

k)



ROWING AT PORTORA

lcame to Portora as a boarder last September. My
only cxperience of bosis was messing about in a
dinghy in Clew Bay. Co. Mayo, where 1 live. Rowing
started about a week afier the beginning of term. | am
uscless al games, so | decided to row. The beginners
started in sculls. so | got bronchitis and missed that.
This meant that | could only watch from the bank.
This was very worthwhile, as somebody usually fell in.

Then there came tubbing, Tubbing i great fun,
especially if you're not rowing. One time | was
steering one tub, and our coach was steering the
other. We had been out for about an hour when the
coach decided to stand up 1o show the oarsmen more
clearly what they were doing wrong, The next thing [
saw was our respected coach poing head first into
Lough Eme. saying "bother.”” or words to that effect.

After clambening out of the lake, our coach sat me
in a tub for two more months. He then decided to risk
an eight. | had to row. Whether | was a bad oarsman,
or that panicular elinker of cight didn’t like me, 1
don’t know. But every time I went out, 1 either bust
up my finger on the saxboard, or my seat came off, or
I got soaked to the skin by the man behind me, or |
lost my oar. 5o eventually | gave this up, and started
coxing.

Coxing proved to be much worse than rowing.
You get the blame for anything and everything. like
the time | just forgot to shout “Easy cars” coming
into the landing-stage. But my best experience was
coming round a bend at our Head of the River and

ramming the Trinity novice V111, [ shudder to think
how I escaped. All in all, a cox's life is not a happy
one! D.G.M.

COLERAINE 24 HOUR RACE

From a spectators’ point of view the race was a bit
of a non-cvent as it was over a course of about & mile,
with boats sailing the same course for the whole 24
hours.

However, for the sailors it was a very challenging
event with winds varying from strong and steady at
the stant of the race to no wind at all in the early hours
of Sunday morning. In fact, with no wind and a
strong outgoing tide, many boats found themselves
going backwards at times . resulting in boats an-
choring or purposely running aground. The more
sensible of us. however. were sound alseep whilst
these manoeuvres were taking place.

The wind during the daylight hours of Sunday
moming picked up. but at no time reached the
strength of the wind of the Saturday afiernoon. By
then, though, the placings were well established. In
fact, the school boat improved its positioning more by
tactical manouvres involving other boats colliding
with it when it had right of way, than by actually
overtaking anything — or so it seemed to me.

s

GOLF REPORT

For the first time in a number of years, golf was
seen to gain noticeable reognition. with a number of
boys being involved in both internal and external
competitions.

Owing to bad weather and limited hours of
daylight. there was litile acivity in the winter term.
Mr. Roberison kept interest alive by providing for
golf in the Forum each Wednesday evening

However, after the Christmas holiday break our
golfers were able to enjoy much outdoor competitive
action.

A spring term match-play competition was won by
David Humphreys (Handicap 8) who beat Gary Elliott
(Handicap 200in the final. Twelve boys took part.

This competition was nevertheless over-shadowed
by the more prestigious tournament for the goll
trophy presented to the school by David Humphreys.
A ficld of twenty-\wo competitors were involved in the
competition, which again took a match-play (ic.
Knock-out) format. The eventual winner was
Jonathan Woods (21} who beat Owen Espley (12) in
the final.

Several boys were  also involved in inter-schools
competitions. On April 20th, a team of three boys —
D. Humphreys (8), M, Warren (11}, and O. Espley
(12) —represented the school at Dungannon Golf
Club in an Ulster qualifying section of the National
"Aer Lingus” Schools' Championship. We occupied a
respectable final position in a field of eighteen teams
with an aggregate of 270, However, our team did not
have the potential to do much better at this level.

On April 27th, a team of four boys — M. Warren
(10, O, Espley (12). C. McAuley (12) and G. Elliott
(20) — represented the school at Lurgan Golf Club in
the Ulster Schools” Goll Championship. Again our
team occupied a respectable position in a large ficld
which included the golfing elite of Methody. Bangor
G.5., Coleraine A.l.. Campbell College and Abbey
C.B.5., Newry.

Our performances in both of these Inter-schools
tournamenis show much promise for the future and it
is hoped that the younger players within the school
will be encouraged to bring golfing recognition to
Portora in future years.

The school year was completed with a staff versus
boys match on Tuesday, 26th June, which finished
with the honours shared at one match each.

A number of trips to the Doncgal Golf Club,
Murvagh, were made at week-ends during the spring
term, and the encouragement and interest of a
number of members of staff in the revival of golf is
appreciated. Special thanks are due to the Head-
master, Mr. Elliott, and Mr. Robertson for their
invalvement.

D.H.



CRICKET REPORT

FIRST X1

Despite atrocious weather conditions, a series of in-
different wickets and a lack of experience, the 15t X1 had a
very satisfactory and enjovable season,

‘The side was captained by Ashley Arnold, a regular in the
side for the past three seasons, and his wealth of experience
was of considerable help to the side. He invariably won the
toss, although it is questionable whether he always made the
right decision. Undoubtedly he led by example and was a
genuine all rounder. His haul of wickets was 30, at a cost of
just over B runs each, and with the bat he contributed over
100 runs including an aggressive hall century againsi
Omagh.

The vice-captain’s role went (o the next most experienced
member, Keith Simpson. In general, one feels that he did
not fully show his true skill with the bat yet his innings of 45
ngainst the Leprechauns (which almost won us the mateh)
brought him the highest praise from many knowledgable
sources. Ag a fielder he became progressively better, helped
by his own quick thinking.

Two other regular members of the side leaving this year
are Michael Moore and Brian McConkey . The former,
known to all as *Fred’, showed an attitede towards the game
that would have been a credit to any cricketer. No one was
keener to play a game of cricket and the top score against
Armagh was a fitting climax to his career. The latter, known
to all os “Barney” will not be forgotten either. He was a very
strong hitter and played some excellent iunings. As a bowler
he hod the extraordinary knack of getting the wickets,
despite the fact that he was not the best bowler Portora
might have turned out over the years!

To those that are learning we wish every success for the
future and implore them to keep the game up,

Looking to the future, Portora's cricket prospects are very
healthy. This season saw many 5th Formers get the chance 1o
show their paces and they invariably took it. Trevor Elliont
stands out, and with more confidence he will become in-
creasingly better. His 6 wickets in the Leprechauns match
musi be his own personal high note of the season, but with
the bat as well he rarely failed.

Other bright prospects include Martin Warren, Peter
Gamble, Richard Clingan, Nigel Heslip, Leo McKinstry and
Ronnie Balfour. The necessary conching is now required to
give these people an improved standard and  betier
techniques.

The Lower Sixth also provided the side with quite a bit of
talent. Early in the season we had the services of Edmund
Herron, who was indeed a most capable batsman, Philip
Moss also invariably showed his capabilities, though his
altitude must improve il his performances are to do likewise.

The two outstanding members from the Lower Sixth were
Mark Veiich and Marcus Harvey, both stalwarts of the
team. Both contributed in every department of the game and
have excellent potential. Marcus continually showed his all-
round sporting abilities. His batting was of a high standard
and his fielding was quite superb. On the bowling front he
still has a ot to learn, bul he certainly improved im-
measurably this season from last season.

Mark too had a very good seasen and was always keen to
take any responsibilities placed upon him, He is a very
aggressive batsman, perhaps too aggressive, bul he in-

variably geis runs. He is also a iricky spin bowler, moving the
ball gither way, He must learn, though, to control his length
a little better.

After the Schoal’s cricket season was over, some members
ol the side continued (o play the game. Mark Veitch played
for the Enniskillen Club and enjoyed i tour to Dublin with
them. His conidbutions were of a high standard and his runs
total was very high.

Ashley Arnold has indeed the distinction of being the first
Portora boy to play for the Western Counties side in Senior
League Crickel. In the two matches he plaved in (both
victories) he returned the bowling figures of 3 for 25 and 3
for 11 respectively and certainly showed that he merited his

pace.
LA A

Foyle wnd Londenderry College

A highly inexperenced Bst X1 travelled to Derry and lost
1o Foyle by seven wickels.

Right from the start of play Portora, who won the toss and
opted o bat on a wet and inconsistent wicket, looked bound
for defeat.

In the first over of play, Millar struck, to break an un-
productive opening partnership when Gamble was caught
behingd for 0. Herron soon followed for 1, leaving Arnold and
Harvey at the crease. A temporary revival came to an abrupt
end, when first Harvey and then Amold were dismissed for 7
and 12 respectively, to leave the visitors struggling on 26 for
4. With the departure of Arnold, Portora’s hopes of a
respectable score seemed doomed. for the rest of the bat-
smen excepting Elliott, lacked the required confidence and
came and went fairly quickly, In the final over before lunch
the last wickel went down, when Northridge fell for 2. the
score having  plodded along to a paltry 44,

As expected, the meagre target for victory proved few
problems for the experienced Foyle batsmen. They made the
required runs in a little under two hours for the loss of 1
wickets and but for the accurate Portora bowling would have
done so much faster, beciuse the fielding became in-
creasingly lethargic as the score moved on. In this match
there were few encouraging signs for Portora, except the
performance of Leo MceKinstry, who playing his first First X1
game, took 2 for 2,

P.R.5: 44 for 10
Foyle: 46 for 3.

Friends’ Schoal

For the second consecutive week Portora failed to come to
terms with superior opposition. Friends ficlded a side which,
although not s strong as in previous years, was useful in all
aspects of play.

The Lisburn school batted first on a damp wicket and got
off to a useful start through Irish schoolboy Kirkwood and
Thompson. before the latter was Lb.w, to Harvey for 10,
With the batsmen dominating proceedings Friends moved
forward inexplorably and despite o useful spell from
MeKinstry and Veitch managed a solid 1 26 for 9 wickets in
their 40 overs.
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Following the disappointment of last week’s failure
Portora seemed owver anxious and wickels were carelessly
thrown away as batsmen hit out in an effort 1o score quick
runs. Only Herron played any sort ol cool head. scoring 21.
Varying their useful battery of bowlers well, Friends never
allowed Portora to get in sight of victory and the last wicket
lell with the score at b2,

Friends: 126 lor 9.
PLR.5.: 62 all oul.

R.B.ALL

Portera iravelled to Osborne Park and played out a Fairly
drab draw with R.B.AL on Salurday, Batting on a damp
sticky wicket, the home side were saved from humiliation by
two tail-end batsmen who put on 25 for the 9th wicket
following a total collapse by the middie-order batsmen. In a
tidy all-round bowling performance by Portora  Ashley
Arnold stood out as particulardy praise-worthy as he picked
up & valuable wickets in Inst’s fotal of 93,

In reply, Portora, for the third week, failed to come to
terms with the bowling and in the end can consider them-
selves lucky to gain a draw. In a total of 52 for 8 only Harvey
shone, hitting 20 in o pleasant knock which wok just 20
minutes.

R.B.A.L: 93 all put.
P.R.5. 52 for &

5i. Columba's College

What must be one of the yvoungest sides ever to represent
Poriora at First X1 level, achieved an excellent if somewhat
surprising victory over a previously unbeaten S1. Columba's
leam.

Fielding a side which boasted no fewer than 5 provincial
trialists, 5t. Columba’s batted first, in poor conditions which
very much favoured the bowling side. In the fourth over
Arnold grabbed the first wicket, 1o begin a spell of grear
personal satisfaction for the team captain, In an unbroken
run of 15 overs he took four vital wickets at a cost of only 12
runs as Porlora limited their opponenis to 83 for 8 in their
two allocated hours, On 4 day when a biting wind made
fielders feel miserable everyone moade o grest efforl in
limiting a side which had prior to this topped the 150 mark
in & matches out of &,

Determined to gain a first victory of the season Portora
seftled guickly, after losing Arnold and Gamble early on.
Harvey, batting smoothly, threatened, along with Veitch, to
sew up Lhe match, but the latter played an uncharacteristic
shot on 18 to be caught, leaving the score 56 for 1. The home
side now looked likely (o reach their larget comforiably,
having time and wickets in hand, and although they suffered
tempaorary setbacks in lpsing Simpson and Heslip, before the
close, they eventually passed the opposition’s score to gain a
[irst encouraging win of the season.

5t. Columba’s: 83 for 8.
P.R.S.: B5 for 5

Leprechauns

[t is some years since Portora came within striking
distance of a Leprechauns side, but it is a very long time
since they felt so genuinely disappointed by losing when
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vietory was in sight, That is what happened on Speech Day
in a tingling match which Portora lost by | run. In a
devastating spell after lunch Trevor Elliott, aided by some
eacellent fiekding. ripped through this highly experienced
batting line-up to bring them from 60 without loss to 78 all
mut, Elfjott picked up 6 wickets for 13 runs as the collapse
went on. and Harvey and Arnold grabbed two wickets each.

Particularly pleasing throughout the Leprechauns in-
nings was the alertness and determination of the fielders,
which was exemplified by an excellent diving catch by Moore
at mid-wicket,

Portora began their innings in disastrous style, losing 3
wickets before the score reached double-figures. Then
I'revor Elfiott fell with the score on 12 to Jeave the School
with a seemingly hopeless task. His departure brought
Hedip to the crease, alongside Simpson, and Portora began
slowly but surely to move forward. Simpson, in peak form,
began hitting the ball with confidence and running well with
his partner. They reached 39 before Heslip was run out for 6,
Tollowing their only misunderstanding.

At this stage Simpson was oozing with confidence and the
only problem was that he might run out of partners. In a
memorable knock, be hit 43 whilst watching partners came
and went with monotonous regularity until the score reached
77 for 9. Sadly it was here that Simpson made the only
mistake of his innings as he stepped away from a good ball,
and was bowled at the end of a splendid innings which in-
cluded J sixes and 2 fours.

Sa the Leprechauns won by | run in the end. Perhaps the
higgest let-down was the batling where one other batsman
hitting form could have eased the pressure on Simpson
sufficiently to have allowed him to hit the winning runs.

Leprechauns: 78 all out.
P.R.5: 77 all oul.

Campbell College

Following the mammoth exertions of the previous day,
Portora appeared (o be suffering something of a hangover
when they took the field against Campbell.

Batting first, Portora struggled throughout against a
medioere attack and crumbled to 46 all out, 25 of which
came from Harvey, who batted with rather more care than
his team-mates.

Campbell. set a mere 47 10 win, made light work of their
task. In general the Portora fielding was good, illustrated by
3 run outs, but against experienced batsmen and with little
to bowl at, the task was too much, and they picked up only 4
wickets before defeat came.

P.H.5.: 46 all out. *
Campbell: 47 for 4.

Strabane High Schosl
MeCullagh Cup

On o tain-soaked wicket Portora lost a drab match, on a
day when nothing seemed to go right. Strabane, batting first,
amassed 100 runs in a little onder their full quota of overs.
The visitors' attack lacked penctration throughout and H
was only thanks to a miraculous spell of spin bowling by an
unrecognised bowler that prevented Strabane from scoring a
fand-slide total, which a1 one time they threatened to do,
Barney MeConkey, coming on as fourth change bowler, took



5 wickets in five overs at a cost of a mere 6 runs, to bring
Strabane from a comfortable BO for 3 to 100 all out.

In reply Portora could only manage 30 in 17 overs in an
innings marred by 4 disastrous run-outs. Mo player could
manage double figures against bowlers who offered nothing
more than a good line and length throughout. In general it
was a disappointing day which will be conveniently forgotien
by all.

Strabane: 100 for 10 all out.
P.R.5.: 30 for 10 all oot

MNorth Fermanagh C.C.

Portora gave Fermanagh champions Kesh, a real shock in
Enniskillen on Saturday. Portora, having won the toss, opted
to bat on a wicket which proved full of runs.

In a splendid team performance in which the calling
between batsmen was excellent. a number of individuals
were worthy of particulsr praise. Openers McConkey and
Veitch got off to a shaky start, and it was not long before the
former was dismissed for 5 somewhat forfuitous runs
However, Elliolt and Veitch set about building up a
respectable total before Veitch was Lbow. to Wilson for an
excellent 26, Elliott was next to go, for 28, after a goed in-
nings of controlled aggression which had helped the score to
52 for 3. As ever Arnold, running superbly between the
wickets, scored a respectable 15, while Simpson scored 10
lightning runs, with Martin Warren adding a further 10 to
leave the final total 108 all out, a note-worthy achievement
against such an accomplished side.

In reply Kerr and McFarland put on a steady 47 for the
first wicket. All credit must be given to bowlers Arnobd and

Only Northridge remained with the determination (o push
on Lhe score and in the last two overs he scored T not ot as
the final score became 98 for 7.

Deprived of both Elliott and Arnold. the Fortora attack
Inoked sorely lacking in penetration and Enniskillen took
only 24 overs to make the required total for the loss of only 2
wickets. Northridge bowled accurately throughout and was
rewarded with the wicket of Byrne, but he was not backed by
his fellows who lacked consistency and verve. Colin Gilson
finally hit the winning run with his score on 47 to complete &
disappointing maich for Portora,

P.R.S.: 98 for 7.
Enniskillen: 99 for 2.

Omagh C.C.

Fortora liclded a slightly under-strength eieven for their
final match in the Hamilton Trophy, and in a thrilling
encounter acquitied themselves admirably.

The visitors batted first on a wicket which throughout the
day vielded more than 250 runs, and were soon in trouble
when Veitch uncharacteristically fell for 2, However. after
this early setback Portora rarely looked troubled again, and
with Warren and Gamble batting intelligently the score
moved to a comfortable 35 before Gamble was bowled by
Logan for 14.

The fifty came up for the loss of only 3 wickets, with
Warren and Harvey at the crease, a partnership which lasted
until ¥Warren lost his wicket for a solid and level-headed 22
Arnold was next to the wicket and settled down to play an
excellent innings. Hitting the ball with a vengeance, and
running briskly between the wickets, Amold took only 45
minutes loscore a flamboyant hall century which included a
six and five fours belore finally being bowled for 53. In the
ime Harvey, greatly overshadowed by his captain, had

Elliott who sent the ball down with an llent degree of
pecuracy which limited the batsmen to o little over 2 runs per
over and gave Portors a stronger position at the half-way
stage in the innings. However, Kesh proved far from beaten,
and slowly, with plenty of batting remaining, they began to
turn the tide their way, In the meantime Arnold and change
bowler Veitch had picked up three useful wickets before
Stewart came to the crease alongside Noble to play the
crucial innings. His quick-fire 18 left Kesh needing anly 10
to secure victory, with four overs remaining.

Even with defeat staring them in the face, the school side
refused to lie down, fielding with grit and a will to attack the
ball. Sadly though Kesh squeszed home with a little over one
over to spare and for the loss of 7 wickets.

P.R.5.: 108 for 10 all out
Kesh: 109 for 7.

Ennlskillen C.C.

Although batting safely at Derrychara the Portora side
lacked any real drive and managed 98 for the loss of 7
wickets in their full quota of overs. On a concrete wickel
which provided little movement for the bowlers the school
batted first, and got off to a good start, thanks o an exciting
19 from Veilch and a workmanlike 10 from Simpson. In an
innings similar to that of Veitch, Harvey knocked up an
exciting 18 before falling lo the accurate Geoff Allister.
Harvey's departure left Gamble and Clingan at the crease,
batting intelligently for 13 and an unbeaten 12 rspectively.

scored an excellent 18 which was invaluable in moving the
score on to ¥ for 5 before he was out. At the close of their
40-over limit Poriora had scored 150 for the loss of 9 wickets
with tail enders Hewitt and Northridge knocking up 22 very
brisk runs in the Anal four overs.

In reply Omagh. alter an early setback losing Loane to
Arnold Tor 4, settled to their tagk well, with an ex-Ireland
hatsman hitting a confident 33. He had been joined by
Smith, with the total on 34 and as they moved the score on to
75 they threatened to swing the match Omagh’s way with a
display of aggressive, controlled batting. However, the ever-
consistent Amold struck again, bowling Donaghy for his
third wicket in a fine spell of 19 overs in which he conceded
only 38 runs whilst picking up 5 valuable wickets.

With only 13 runs required and | wicket in hand Smith
looked as if he would secure an Omagh victory: however,
having run a single, he called for o second and was run oot
for 67, as a result of some lovely work in the field from
Veitch. The next ball Harvey bowled the last balsman to
secure 4 well-deserved win for the school by a margin of 13
runs

P.R.5.: 150 for 9.
Omagh: 137 all out,

Morth Fermanagh *B'
Portora’s hopes of staking a genuine claim to the Artt-
Green Cup, petered out rather miserably ai Kesh as they
were skittled out for 2 meagre 26 by the home
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side, Playing on a concrete wicket for the first time, Portora
failedd 10 come to terms with it. and only Veiteh offered any
real resistance, scoring o stubbom 7 before being unluckily
caught off Delap. No one else showed any real grit and the
final wicket fell in the 19th over, leaving Kesh a relatively
simple task of making 27 in 20 overs.

Only Harvey really troubled the Kesh batsmen, as he
generated a ferocious pace off the matting surface. and he
deservedly finished with | for 4 in five overs. Alongside
Harvey, Trevor Elliott, in the absence of Armold, tried hard
and picked up the wicket of Noble. The winning run came
from Delap in the 12th over, for the loss of two wickets.

In an evening of disappointment and frustration for
Portora, a superb cateh by Simpson, who covered a lot of
wround to get toit stood out as the only bright moment.

FR.5.: 26 all out.
Morth Fermanagh “B: 27 for 2.

Foyle and Londonderry College

For their last maich of the season the 1st X1 entertained a
very sirong Foyle and Londonderry College side. 1t was a side
including both the Ulster Schools openers and indeed it was
they who leid a very strong foundation for their innings
which elosed at 165 Tor 8. For our side the bowling honours
must again go o Ashley Armold, who bowled over 20 overs
and took 3 hard-earned wickets,

e excellent catch by George MeConkey was worthy of
note

Sadly, Portora’s reply began badly with openers Warren
and Weitch quickly back to the pavilion. However, some
staunch  middle-order and  tailend  batting  brought
respectability to our total; which elosed at 119 for 9. Notable
contributions come (rom Marcus Harvey, George MoConkey
and Ashley Arnold, The role played by ‘colt” Ronald Balfour
must also not be forgotten. In his first match for the Es X1
he showed both courage and technique and is another bright
prospect for the (uture.

Foyle & Londonderry College: 161 for 8 dec.
P.R.5: 117 for 9.

UNDER 15 CRICKET

This year’s Under 15 showed great promise, and con-
tained a number of players who will have much to contribute
to Portora cricket in years to come. Under the captainey of
E. W. Kettvle they only lost one match in a rain-affected
Stirling League. playing against local Under-16 teams.

Une depressing feature of their play, however, was their
lack of team spirit, shown by bickering among players on the
field. We trust this was only a passing phase.
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Midweek XI

The Midweek Eleven had an enjoyable scason, which was
rather less successful In results than it perhaps shoold have
been. On the whole, schoolboys find the 20-Over Evening
games quite a difficult style of cricket. Our Elevens usually
lack the sheer physical strength which is needed to score
runs quickly, while our opponents can hammer the bad ball
with greater force. The policy this year was (o use as few as
possible of the First Eleven cricketers., and as we were
fortunate tn having quite a number of seniors who were
keenly interested in cricket at this level, we did not feel any
great need to draw on the Firsts, However, we were very
grateful for those who gave us the benefit of their superior
talents.

The Midweek X1 funetioned under a sort of joint cap-
taincy, by Cary Gawley and Mark Veitch. The batting
was usually sound, bul too slow, so that we lost several games
that, under a different system, might have been wins or
draws. 1t must be remembered that, in 20-over matches, wily
opponents will not seek to remove o defensive batsman, but
will simply pin him down runless for as many overs as
possible. Batsmen therefore have always to watch the
development of the game as a whole: and have 10 exercise
nice judgment at times whether 1o throw their wicket away in
an effort to accelerate, or to stay at the wicket, in case too
many batsmen get oul too soon. Our bowling was usually
guite tight. and in several lost games we captured more
wickets than we lost; and our fielders who in this type of
game are all important, were individually very good. bat
lacked a little of the skills of feld-placing, which ex-
perienced opponents know so well,

Of the ten matches played, four were won, and six were
lost. not a distinguished record but not too bad. More im-
portant, the Eleven enjoyed its cricket, learned a little from
experienced opponents, co-operated to the foll on the field,
and developed an excellent team spirit.

House Matches

As so often in recent years, the House matches produced
some excellent cricket and some tight finishes. In the first
round, Leinster disposed of Ulster quite easily; but Munster
had to survive the early loss of their two stars, Harvey and
Simpson, before Stevenson, o “casual cricketer’”, and
Balfour, a Third-Former, steered them to viciory.

In the final, it was captaincy, really, that won the day; with
Ashley Arnold, the School Captain, bringing Leinster
home by lour rups, in a very hard-fought game, in which
every ball of the sixty overs was bowled, and every one of the
twenty wickets fell. Munster had some compensation in the
Junior House Matches. for their very strong team over-
powered opponents who had not much depth in batting.



RUGBY REPORT

The scason started on a pleasing note as a very much
understrength side got a last minute try 1o beat Foyle College
by 4-1. Two away games with M.C.B. and Campbell College
both resulied in defeal, but, more important, they
emphasised that a mobile but physically small set of for-
wards was going to have a lot of trouble securing enough
clean possession for a talented backline to dominate. When
the pack did win good ball, as in the Omagh match, the
backling was able to show its true colours by scoring 4 tries
and generally displaying a real desire (o run the ball when ai-
all possible.

Lintil the end of the Christmas term, some thirty players
were used before & settled side materalised. This may ex-
plain, to wome extend, the erratic form throughout the
Christmas term, when it was never really possible to see the
side firing on all cylinders. Against Wesbey College the pack
excelled in the forward battle only for the backs to waste
possession, while against Dungannon the forwards were too
slow to the break-down,

A very severe winter meant that many games were called
off around Chrisimas; however afier a rousing performance
against & strong Portadown side and the first away victory of
the season, over Limavady, things began to look up.

The Cup draw had paired us away with Dalriada G.5. and
although match practice was hampered by the weather.
fitness was maintained and morale was higher that at any
previous time throughout the season. The Cup date was
fized for Wednesday, 17th January. The team travelled (o
Portrush on the Tuesday, staying overnight in the Dalriada
Guest House. Next day the game itself was keenly contested
and a first half penalty by Gardner Kee proved enough to
earn Portora a well deserved draw,

All was get for the replay in Enniskillen on the following
Wednesday. In between, a squad of 18 spent an enjoyable
week-end in Dublin taking in the Ireland-France Inter-
national and I games, with Catholic University School and
5t Columba's.

On Friday, a weakened side went down heavily to C.U.5.
by 20 peints to nil. Saturday morning saw us play old rivals,
5t. Columba's. This was treated as the dress rehearsal for the
Cup replay and was probably our best performance of the
scason. The forwards supplied plenty of clean ball which the
backs thrived on, and in the end used to prodoce a brilliant
winming try which began inside our 22,

Without going overboard with recent form. confidence
was high and the replay with Dalriada keenly awaited.
Despite trailing 4-nil at half-time, a penalty by Kee cut the
deficit to a mere point. In the last quarter, intense Portora
pressure was just not tormed into the necessary poinis as
numerous penalties went wide. Then in the last minute
winger Rooney sped over in the comer 1o make the result:
Portora 7, Dalriada 4. In the second round we were drawn
against the holders. Bangor Grammar School, whose huge
pack won B0 plus of the possession in a rather onc-sided
game and ran out casy winners by J2-nil. It was unfortunate
that just as things began to click we met such formidable
oppoiition. Nevertheless the season did end on & happier
note as in the Ulster Sevens we beal Limavady 10-8. Wallace
H. School 22-0, and Down H. School 8-4 before going down
1810 1o the holders, Regent House, in the semi-final.

My thanks to the secretary, Adrian Stevenson, for the
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above account and for the efficient way he carried out the
varfous tasks assigned to him. It has indeed been &
frustrating season weatherwise, On the field the lasting
memory is of two hard but sporting contests with Dalrigda,
and a good sevens performance, As always, we look forward
to next season, and with a good nucleus of this year's squad
coming back, we hawve reason for hope.

Congratulativins to Marcus Harvey on his Ulster Cap
against Munster and to Gardner Kee on his out-half display
for Ulster South Country in their win over Connacht, Next
season this fixture is billed for Enniskillen, so we hope for
some Portora representation.

These notes would not be complete without reference to
Major Wheeler's contribution to the Rugby Club over the
years. Many & player can testify to the fitness training
received in the gym. Major Wheeler believed in the old adage
that a player had to be fit and strong fo play the game and
hewcertainly got this message across in o practical way. |
would like to add my own personal thanks for his valuable
help over the past decade.

THE FIRST XV

W. G. McCONKEY (full-back). He filled the position very
competently, displaying courage in fielding and tackling. His
touch kicking under pressure was a weakness and this
tended to undermine his judgement of when to counter-
attack by running or kicking.

K. A. ROONEY (wingl. Fast and strong with the ball in
his hands, His saving tackle in the first Dalriada match and
his winning try in the replay (bath in injury time!), plus his
Sevens iries, were the highlights of his season,

R. L. THOMPSON (centre). Somectimes prone o get
caught in possession, fairly reliable in defence and a good
maver of the ball.

R. M. HARVEY (cemtre]. He made the most of any op-
portunity to atteck and create the overlap. His defence has
been a strong point in his game this season.

A. H. STEVENSON (wing). He has played with more
confidence in attack and delence this year and was a useful
scrum-half on the Sevens team.

J. G. KEE (out-half}. A player of Mair, whose judgement of
the correct option to take should improve with experience at
a higher level,

M. G. YEITCH {scrum-half}. He always made the best use
of any possession and showed remarkable resilience and
courage throughout the season.

A. R. DICKIE (loose-head prop). Versatile. he has
operated in all three positions in the front row. Particularly
good at cleaning up loose ball situations,

J. R. DARLING (booker). In the scrums he has been
reliable on his own put in. His support play and general work
rile arc very promising.

R. P. SHAW {tighi-head prop and captaln). He had an
unfortunate spate of injuries for the first half of the season.
He has led by example and kept pood control in pressure
situations. Strong in the tight and constructive in the open,
and a real enthusiast for the game,

B.F. CORRIGAN (lock). Lack of commitment meant his
contribution was only minimal,



E. M, HERRON (lock). Lacking experience ot this level,
he was just beginning to learn (o use his weight and strength
when the scason ended.

5. E. McFADDEN (wing-forward). His support running in
attack is good and he can cover well, but he must go in lower
to gel more involved in rucks and mauls.

M. E. OSBORNE [wing-forward]. A yvoung player with a
lot of commitment, fast to the break-down of play and ef-
[ective when he gets there.

D. W. KINLEY (No. B). He started the season with good
performances, but lost form. Better displays in the Cup and
Sevens games suggest that he should be a force next season.

D. G. POFPER (wing-forward), Another young player
improving all the time. The experience gained in the Cop
and Tour games should benefit him next season,

Senior colours are awarded to — A. K. Dickie, B, M.
Harvey, ). G. Kee. W. G, McConkey, R. P. Shaw, A, H.
Stevenson.

Junior colours are awarded to — B. F. Corrigan, J. .
Darding. E. M. Herron, R. K. Hewitt, D. W. Kinley, 5. E
McFadden, M. E. Osborne. D. G. Popper. K. A. Rooney, R.
L. Thompsen, M. G. Veitch.

T.A.E

2nd XV

This season all the 2nd XV's rugby was played
during the Christmas term: as a direct consequence of
this the team’s playing record is poor. They did not
start winning, or show that they could win, until the
end of November. The reason is simple — it took that
length of time to build a settled and competent squad.

Once that was achieved the team looked to future
matches with confidence and everyone trained and
practised with energy and enthusiasm, the ultimate
goal being the 2nd XV competition in March.

However, we did not reckon with the abnormally
bad weather. as match after match was cancelled.
The team continued to train despite the weather —
usually on the Parade Ground, which had first to be
cleared of snow and ice. The motivation for all this
activity was the 2nd XV competition. In the end. that
too had to be abandoned — not because of the
weather, but because too many members of the team
had (o train for the Head of the River.

The following were members of the squad :

D. A. A. Northridge, L. D. Miller, W. A, Swan, C. R.
L. McGrory, T. 5. Preston, B. D. H. Dunlop, P, D.
Watson, R. K. Hewiit (captain), 1. W. Woods, R. 1.
Clingen. K. Corrigan, G. M. Wallace, D. P. Corrigan,
A. C. P. Sheridan, T. W. Elliott. R. J. Sternberg, A. L
Taggan, M. F. Moore, H. K. Simpson. E. M. Herron,
G. G. Boyd.

Foyle H. &-16.
M.C.B. A, I8
Campbell A, 0-40.
Omagh H, 32-0.
Sullivan H, 4-%

R.5.D. A, 24-0.
Portadown H, 3-4.
CAL A, 7-54.
Sligo H. 0-3.
Limavady A. 304,
R.BAL H. »I1L

3rd XV Rughy Report 1978/79

The Jed XV had a most enjoyable seazon. A regular squad
of 25 to M players trained twice a week in a spirit of cheerful
and relaxed enthusiasm. The Captain for the season was M.
H. Pierce. a veleran of B =21 rugby, one well versed in the
ethos of Jrd XV tactics. His keenness and spirit were largely
responsible for maintaining the team morale and the -
out at practices.

The Tirst mateh of the season saw the team off 1o a very
good start, defeating Foyle College by the margin of a drop
geal. The second match, against Methody, was conceded by
30 points, but this margin conceals the fact that Portora had
only 14 men for most of the match. The team defeated
Portadown College by the very high score 56-8 in a home
match which saw the backs enjoying a field day.

Team members: — M. H. Pierce. ). W. Woods, N. F. I,
West, K, V. Corrigan, E. M. Herron, F. M. G. Sinton, P. A
McAlpin, D. A. R. Houston. R. J. Sternberg, M. I. Love, G.
M. Wallace, B. D. H. Dunlop. A. V. Parker, H. T. I Guy, 5.
B. Wilson, M. W. M. P. Harris, N. C. Tougher.

MED. X¥ 1978/79%

This season was not as successful as one might have ex-
pected when the number of talented players in the age group
is considered. Fifteen games were played and only four were
won.

Problems arcac from many sources. The weather caused
the cancellation of many fixtures as well as practices. Many
of the team, though able players, were lacking in weight and
on several occasions the team found themselves playing
against much heavier teams, with whom they could not
compete. Problems also arose with poor attendance at
practices. with there rarely being enough for a proper
practice match, which left theae who did tum out with very
little experience.

Players worthy of mention are s follows: — Spence,
Anderson, Welsh, Storrs, Hewitt, Handley, Corrigan (capt),
Baird, Fawcett, Armstrong D, W., Drennan. Ross and Roy,
Finally, spectal thanks must go to James Neill, Rory Tougher
and Charles Mark, who turned out regularly to give help
despite not being selected for the team,

UNDER 14 XV 1978/79

Success, while frequently striven for, & not always
achieved. The Under 14 XV this year could claim, with some
justificatbon, to have done both,

There were many good players who worked hard to
produce strong teams, and much enjoyable rugby. There was
stiff competition to earn a place on the side. J. Gibson as
caplain was an Inspiration in his forward play. T. Noble,
until retiring because of injury. played hard among the pack.
The determination of D. Grabam stood him in good stead
where his akill failed. In the backs, E. Kettyle ran resolutely



and scored many of the teams” trics. . Eakin showed some
useful potential, and the Moore-Roy combination was a
strength behind the scrum. Others, wnmentioned, also
contributed valuably to the feam.

In the striving, weaknesses became apparent: reluctant
tackling. and a tendency to individualism (or was it idleness
and reluctance in support?) These and other failings can,
however, be remedied with time, practice and individual
determination to improve.

And we did achieve. Of the twelve matehes we played. we
won eight. Motable successes include those against M.C.B.,
R.B.A. L., and againn Campbell College carly in the season.
(We acceded to the latier's request for a return match and

were deservedly beatenh,

P W DL PFPA
12 8 0 4227

Those who playved (requently include: — M. Clarke, L.
Clingan. R. Cooper, C. Eakin, G. Elliott, A. Evans, )
Gibson, D M, I, Graham, . Hassard, [. Jess, E. Kettyle. A.
Kevs, ©. McAuley, 5. Moere, K. Noble, T. Noble, G. Hoy
and G, Sweeney.

A squad of nine players took part in a Camphbell College
‘Sevens' Competition, We went to Bellast, we saw much
good rugby, but here we had no success. The squad was: —
K. Cooper. C. Eakin. J.Gibson, E. Kettyle, A. Keys, C.
MeAuley, 5. Moore, G. Roy, G. Sweeney.

Overall, 8 season of useful work and training, con-
siderable enthusiasm, and no litlle success — and pleasure.

HOUSE CHAMPIONSHIP
E g -
= E = =
% Z 2, . i 3 ¢
= « § § § £ F U o =2 2 F &
s < £ 2 § § ! g g £ F £ B
A 2 L[] 2] q‘% v B B = = w - =
Ulster - - 2 3 = 2
Munster 2 1 1 1 | 5 2 1 b = 16
Leinster s . $ - 1 2 5 - 8
Connacht 5 1 . . 2 _ ") B
ULSTER LEINSTER MUNSTER CONNACHT
Junior Cooper R. W. 5  DowlinglEP. 9§  EakinCH 12 Na Team
Gibson J. A. 2 Coates W.G. i1 Jess 1. G. H
Moore §. 1. 4 Breen HW. I Beatty H.W. h
Legan P, 3 Smith 5.R. ] Deering C.D. 7
14 31 13
1. H. W. Breen % 1. A. Gibson 3, P. Logan Ihm 5&s.
Intermediate  Brown R.L 13 Ross W. L, 18 Darling M.A.. 3 Comigan D.P. 15
Elliott T.W. 4 Watson P.D. 1 Skuoce L. 16 NixonJ.DF. 14
Spence C.R. t Miller L.D. 8 Dunlop B.D.H, 2 Webshl.C 5
Yaughan 5.5. 10 MeClean W, T Brown J.D.G. 9 Ewingl.J, 12
Rk kL) 30 At
I. P. D. Waison 2, B. D. H. Dunlop 3. M. A. Darling tm SHs.
Senive Armstrong K. 11 Arnold 1A, 14 Harvey R.M. I Hewitt R.H. 5
Breadon H.L. B Fallis A.D. 17 McConkey W.G. 4 Keel.G. 10
Fleming F.A. 2 Kinley D.W. f Weir [LH. 3 Wesi N.F.L 16
Preston T.5. 7 Kidd D.P.C.CS 14 Altckruse 5.F. 8 NobleG. 2
26 55 Ib 53
1. R.M. Harvey 2. F.A. Fleming 3 D.H. Weir 18m (55
1. Ulster 73 1. Munster 79 1, Leinster 120
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FILM SOCIETY

Unfortunately, owing tostrikes by transport workers, our
film season was well and truly disrupted. However, we did
manage to obtain some films during the year. Of these, the
most popular seemed 10 be the violent ones, such as “'Raid
on Entebbe,” with Charles Bronson, "“Marathon Man™ with
Laurence Olivier, and "Jaws,"”

o lighter vein, “The Belstone Fox.” “Airport” and
i.ul-rg.r On England.” were enjoyed — although Warren
considered the whale season (o be very "B.B.C."ish™ — full of
repeals.

About the films which did not arrive, the most disap-
pointment was expressed by Mr. Smith who had been
looking forward to “'Gold™ (to remind him of hiz South
African holiday), and Mr. Poupari, who really wanted to see
“Zulu” again. to remind him of the days when Britain was
preat. We did at least manage to procure “Romeo and
Juliet™ and Mr. Hort showed it eighteen times in the one
week.

This year’s season promises 1o be just as exciting as the
last one.

FILM QUIZ

1. *Itstarted this way” — What well-known films began
with these scenes?

fa) A fat man listens to a scratchy gramophone in a
reom in Istanbul.

(b} A fort full of dead men is found in the Sahara.

(e} At a ome-horse desert town, a one-armed stranger
gets off the train.

i) A ship is torpedoed and the survivors, clinging to a
life-rafy, relive their recent lives.

1 John Wayne
In what film did he
{1} Consult a doetor played by James Stewart?

i) Play Genghis Khan?

(i) Suecumb o a giant squid?
1Y) Play o centurion?
I¥) Chase communists in Hawaii?

(VI Have Dean Martin for a brother?

(Vi) Play Duvy Crockeni?

(VI Utter his famous line "'Fill your hand, you son-of-
a-bitch?

3. Unlikely Behaviour
In what filen did
{i¥ Peter O'Toole drive a go-carnt?

(i} Omar Sharif get shot by Peter O Toole?

(i) Richard Burton portray the “Man Wh
Create Catastrophe™? 5 Could

{1V} Charlton Heston expire while strapped to a horse?

(V) Steve McQueen leap over ditches in 8 motor-bike?

(V) Charlton Heston part the Red Sea?

(Wl Anthony Quinn hide one million battles of wine?

4. Humble Beginnings

Which stars made their names in the following roles
il An orental potentate with many children?

{il} A hired assassin named Raven?

{iii) Laurence of Araba?

{IV) The Ringo Kid in 'Stagecoach™?

¥} The man with no name in ‘A Fistful of Dollars'?

5. Analomy,

Complete these flm titles by adding one word describing a
portion of human or sanimal anatomy,

(1} Belles on theic

(2] Big Browm «oceceecesmmeimsrm s
[3) TOMctrrnsssrrnnnnniannssnsnssnnsskanssmssnnbbnnhnnnssisiii

L e e OO of Marble

15] .................................................. l]rlhl Ripper
DD g st e o R cvee of the Cat
(F) The MU 500 eeasoneivisniiasssnam vorsnieverassissmi,



OLD PORTORA NEWS AND NOTES

All Old Portorans will wish to extend their deepest sympathy to John Maxwell, whose son Paul, a boy at the
School, was killed by the LR.A. bomb that also killed Earl Mountbatten on August 27.

A circular was sent out in April to all members of the O.P.U. whose address in the Members® List was given as
County Fermanagh; no less than ten were returned by the Post Office as “Gone away™ or *'Not known." If
anyone is in touch with any of them, would he please ask them to communicate their present addresses to
the Secretary. They are N. H. Cruikshank, A. H. Deering, D. A. A, Devers, R. J. Finlay, T. R. J. Irvine, 5.
Battson, J. M. Jones, R. D. Moore, W. R. Tucker and R. L. Winslow.

The B.B.C. is taking notice of Portora. On March 10 the School featured in “Up Country”, when the Head-
master, Mr. D. 5. Robertson and Mr. G. C. Andrews were speakers, and Mandy Maguire and Nick
Tougher, cox of the First V111, were interviewed. In **Personally Speaking’ the interviewee on April 24, was
Alan Tyndall (C 1953-60), on May 19, Mr. Andrews, on July 16 the Reverend Cecil Kerr and on August 29,
John Gorman.

At the Fermanagh Harriers Point-to-Point on April 11 the Sean Graham Qualifyer was won by Mr. Archie
Watson's “Royal Portora.”

D. C. BLAIR has had an Exhibition in Enniskillen of Theatre Designs, Paintings and Drawings.

J. M. CREERY (U 1961-66) is still running, and ranked in the “Top 10" in the Marathon in Canada, was
Canadian Champion over 5000 and 10,000 metres, and represented Canada in Cross-Country.

R. D. G. CREERY (U 1931-38) father of the above, has been appointed by the Secretary of State for Health as a
member of the South Western Regional Health Authority (England).

IAM ELLIS (L 1963-70) has been appointed Curate of St. Columba'’s Church. Portadewn, where a con-
temporary of his, M. P. Roemmele, also served as Curate some years ago.

JOHN GORMAN has been appointed Chief Executive of the Northern Ireland Housing Authority.

RICHARD HARKNESS (M 1963-74) is now Assistant Land Agent at Raby Castle, Co. Durham, the estate of
Lord Barnard, where he would be glad to welcome any passing O.F's.

R. R. GETHIN (L 1944-49) writes from Nairobi to say that he has recently met C. H. C. de Montfort (M 1940.
48) who is now working as a tea-broker in Mombasa.

G. H. HENDERSON (U 1951-60) has become Computer Policy Manager to head the newly created British Gas
computer policy group in London.

W. L. JOHNSTON (M 1933-37) has just retired as Town Clerk of Belfast.

ARTHUR IRVINE, now Warden in charge of Strangford Lough Wild Life reserves, is to be congratulated on
the M.B.E. awarded to him in the 1979 Queen’s Birthday Honours.

A.W.B. JACOB (C 1949-56) is Professor of Geophysics at the Dublin Institute of Advanced Studies (Schoal of
Cosmic Physics). He was in America earlier in 1979,

JULIAN KULSKI (U 1946-7) now Professor of Architecture in Washington, has published his autobiography,
“Dyying we Live," up to but unfortunately not yet including his years at Portora, where he wrote the early
chapters — in Polish.

R. A. LAIRD (L 1939-43) has been nominated Leitrim Man of the Year.
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M. LANGHAMMER has been awarded a I1-1 Honours degree in History and Politics at Leeds University.

W. B. . TOUGHER (L 19%41-48) has been elected a Fellow of the British Institute of Management. a rare
distinction accorded to only about six men in the whole of Ireland.

C. RUTLEDGE (M 1967-74) has been awarded a B. ¥, Sc. with honours from Bristol University, where he is
now a Junior Fellow in Veterinary Medicine.

A. M. McCABE (M 1957-64) holds the post of Principal Lecturer in Environmental Science at The Ulster
Polytechnic. He was a member of the Norwich University Geological expedition to Spitzbergen during July
and August 1979,

DR. R. 1. 5. WILSON (M 1926-33) has been elected a Fellow of The Royal College of General Practitioners, an
honour which, as far as is known, he is the first Old Portoran to receive. His son David has been appointed
to the Trustee Savings Bank.

A. N. START (L 1966-67) has been appointed Superintendant of eight of the National Parks in the Northern
Section of Australia — an area of well over 1,000,000 hectares.

DAVID DEWAR (U11964-68) has obtained a 2:1 in History and Political Science at T.C.D. and has joined the
staff at Old Swinford Hospital, Stourbridge, where he is also a House Tutor.

The Annual General Meeting and Dinner of the Old Portoran Union were held on January 19, 1979 in the
University Club, 5t. Stephen's Green, Dublin. The outgoing President, the Very Rev. G. F. Good, presided
at the meeting, attended by about 20 members. There were approximately 50 members and guests at the
Dinner, at which the new President, Mr. F. L. Jacob, presided. The A. G. M. and Dinner for 1980 will be
held at Portora on Friday, March 7, and those intending to dine will find in this Magazine a form to be
returned to the Secretary. It is intended to propose Mr. R. Meara (1911-16) as the new President: Mr.
Meara was a founder and one-time President of the London Branch ©O.P.U. It is proposed to invite lady
guests to the 1980 Dinner.

Two other O.P.U. functions proposed for 1979 had to be abandoned for lack of support: a week-end at Portora
for one of the older vintages of O.P's., and a Dinner for Fermanagh members.

For reason or reasons unknown, only 15 leavers joined the O.P.U. in 1979, as against some 50 in 1978; in cases
where this was an oversight the Secretary will be glad to receive Life Subscriptions (£15) at his home ad-
dress, “Nuits 5t. Georges," Lisbellaw.

The Secretary of the O.P.U. now has an outside bell fitted to his telephone, so that he can hear calls from his
garden. Will callers please note however that if he is in the garden it takes him a little time to sprint up to
his house, kick off his wellies, and get to the receiver: frequently in recent months the bell has stopped
ringing just as he reached the instrument. His number is Lisbellaw 248,

At the 1978 A.G.M. it was proposed, in view of the financial position of the 0.P.U. due to increased costs of
printing and postage, that members who had acquired Life Membership at the very low subscriptions
prevailing up to about 1970, should be invited to make a once-for-all voluntary subseription of £5. The
following members responded to this suggestion, and the Committee wishes to express its appreciation. R.
0. Anderson. T. J. Andrew. L. 5. Breadon. L. R. Carew. 5. C. Corry. 1. M. Creery. R. D. G. Creery. R. W.
Duncan. R. R. A, Eadie. Dr. W, R. N. Galbraith. Dr. B. L. 5. Gallagher, A. W. Gethin. R. R. Gethin. Rev.
D. L. Graham. D. P. Hanna. G. G. L. Henderson. Dr. H. R. B. Jack. F. L. Jacob. W. I. Johnston. Gen. Sir
Charles Jones. J. T. McFarland. D. 1. MeWilliam. A. C. Maguire. H. C. 1. Moore. 5. Musgrave. R. H. 1.
Neill. R. G. Nelson. W, §. Osborne. H. Pick. Rt. Rev. Dr. 5. G. Poyntz. T. H. B, Quin. G. P'. G. Robinson.
C. M. O'H. Seale. P. 1. Simpson. F. D. Speidel. G. P. Stewart. D. E. Swan. C. N. Thompson. H. F. O'B.
Traill. P. Troughton, R. D. G. Turbett. P. T. W. Vance. W. F. Wilson.

Further contributions will be welcomed and acknowledged in a future issue.
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DEATHS

THE REV, CANON E. M, BATEMAN (1899-1905) died in Dublin on 8 April, 1979, aged 92. He was one of the
last surviving pupils of Dr. Biggs.

DR. W. D. SWAN, of Sutton Bonington, Leicestershire, died on October 29, 1978,

JONATHAN R. LEACH (U 1966-74) tragically killed with his sister in a motorcycle accident on July 14, 1979,

ENGAGEMENTS

J. G. D. WHITE (L 1964-70) to Miss Diane Cooper, of Peru.

MARRIAGES

A.P. CARRUTH (M 1962-71) in France, July 7, 1979,
L. D. McKEE (M 1963-7) to Mlle Sophie Hoquet, in France, June 23, 1979,
C. RUTLEDGE (M 1967-74) to Migs Lynne Davies, of Coleford, Glos., on B September, 1979,

BIRTHS

G. V. DROUGHT (C 1946-51) To Jill and Geoffrey, a son Patrick James, on 29 January 1979.

P. McC, LITTLE (M 1960-67) To Peter and Melanie (nee Moore) a son, Graham, on 12 April, 1978,

M. S. McNEILL (M 1967-70) To Michael and Pam (nee Burnside) a son, Rory, on June 10, 1979,

1. C. M. STOKOE (L 1952.59) To Jeremy and Rosemary, a second son. Stuart, in Melbourne, on March 18,
1979,

G. P. G. RICHARDSON (U 1949-57) To Guy and Mary {(nee Brunt) a son, Jeremy, born at Winchester General
Hospital on 5 December, 1978,

5. ). SWITZER (U 1955-65) to Stephen and Pauline, a son, Andrew John on June 23rd, 1979,

Ly > 5
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Telephone 22317

W. A. GRAHAM

. Highest-grade Tailoring for Ladies and Gentlemen

MEN'S AND BOYS' OUTFITTER

14, High Street —  Enniskillen

A wide selection of Boys' School Clothing always available for
Local Schools at Keenest Prices

y
E Visit our new extended Ready-to-Wear Department where tall men, small
men, and almost all men can be fitted.

g
“AQUASCUTUM CLOTHES FOR MEN" %
b

I_FOR ALL YOUR TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS

Contact —
1

IMI:GO\IERI\I'S TRAVEL AGENCY

Members of ABTA — your guarantee of reliability

| 21 DARLING STREET
ENNISKILLEN

Tel, 21647, Sl 0365




BENI\IY B STUAHT LTD
16 HIGH STREET

ENNISKILLEN
Telephone 4172
BUILDERS, PLUMBERS, AND

GENERAL HARDWARE
MERCHANTS

A course in carpentry and engineering
is easily carried through life.

§ When buying a kit of the nacessary power tools make sure you see the
§  NEW SHOPMATE RANGE of Grinders, Routers, Planers, Drill, Saws,
Jigsaws, Sanders (orbital and belt), and Polisher Sander, also the
integral 10" Radial Arm Saw, a complete workshop in itself.

WARRANTY

12 MONTHS FREE SERVICE
For a penod of one year lrom the date ol purchase we promise 1o

repair or, al our ophion, teplace with like grade and quality any
product determined by us 1o be laully due tu pans, matenal. or
wiarkmanship pmwdmﬂ repars of replacemants have nol bean madp
or attempled by othe

Sole D:stnbutors for Ireland



OFFICIAL STOCKISTS FOR U
GLOUCESTER HOUSE & PORTORA |

Our staff are competent and attentive in dealing
with school fists, 1aking a personal interest .. each
and every order. |

An extensive renre of after school wear, such as
Juackets, Trousers and Fancy Shirts, are always in
stock.

Reproduced above is a wall plague with the arms of
i Portora Royal School, hand painted in relief, size
: Tins. x GIns.

+ A0

We also stock
a wide range of

| schools, colleges, J- WO{J{l Sl ll (] rl L I (] !
| e

A WORD IN YOUR EAR :
ABOUT YOUR FEET — §

Put them in Sloan’s Shoes Now. They’re the Best !

; John J. Sloan & Sons :
Lid. '

Enniskillen and Lisnaskea

Stockists of Quality Sports Footwear




MULLAN PHARMACY LTD.

Darling Street - Enniskillen
FOR THINGS PHOTOGRAPHIC

*

A COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF CAMERAS, FILMS AND
ACCESSORIES ALWAYS STOCKED

DARKROOM MATERIALS AND CHEMICALS

* EXPERT ADVICE *
Phone 22031.

WESLEY J. ELLIOTT

Ladies’ & Gentlemen’s
Complete Outfitters

YOUNG MEN’S SUITS, JACKETS, AND TROUSERS
IN THE LATEST STYLES

22 HIGH STREET, ENNISKILLEN
Phone 22397




@he -~ |
Jmperial Boutique gg

Exclusive Separates with Style and Quality —

For any occasion.

Medici
Frank Usher
Carl Olsen
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Produce for that Special Occasion, :
i
:
i
|
I
L J

Mondi St. Andrews

Bruestle

Shiloutte and Detail second to none.

IMPERIAL ARCADE
TOWNHALL STREET,
ENNISKILLEN

N. IRELAND
Phone 4727

/



E THE I
| GARDEN
Finest Quality Fruit, Minerals
and Ices

Confectionery  Cigarettes  Biscuits

39 Darling Street ;

ENNISKILLEN ;

A PR,

ROBERT DICKIE & SONS

Visit our Boating Department and see
our range of Boating Hardware

Agents for Mercury and Seagull Out-
board Motors and Service Agents

Shetland Cabin Cruisers and the ‘With’
range of Fishing and Runabout Boats
Phone ENNISKILLEN 22155/22949

e ™ ™™ ™ ™!



SO menmwmvvﬂ-
il

THE SPORTS SHOP

IN

3 CHURCH ST., ENNISKILLEN

ALL SPORTSWEAR AND EQUIPMENT
§  BY LEADING MANUFACTURERS
STOCKED

OR A SION

ADIDAS : Football and Training Shoes.
MITRE: Boots, Balls, Shinguards.

SLAZENGER : Golf Clubs, Putters, Balls, etc.
Badminton, Archery, Tennis, Cricket.

UMBRO, BUKTA : Football Sets and all Sports
Wear.

e

Telephone:
ENNISKILLEN 22365
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F. & K. ELLIOTT

(The Carpet Specialisis)

5/7 BELMORE STREET
ENNISKILLEN

f e

FOR THE BEST VALUE IN CARPETS
A VISIT TO

“THE CARPET SHOP”

IS A MUST

Large selection to choose
from stock

All leading brands of Carpet
stocked or available

IR,

OUR SPECIALITY — SHEEPSKIN & GOATSKIN RUGS
KEEN TERMS FOR CASH SALES

FREE MEASURING, ESTIMATES, FITTING
Telephone: Enniskillen 22146




